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Vocabulary List
Bioaccumulation Biomagnification

The gradual accumulation of substances, such as
pesticides or other chemicals, in an organism.

Consumption
To eat or drink especially in great quantity.

Dispersal
To spread over a wide area.

Entanglement
To be tangled in something.

Human-generated
Something that is created by humans.

Litter

Litter is any type of human-generated waste that is
discarded in an inappropriate place (on the street,
on the grass, in a parking lot, etc.) or trash that has
escaped from its container (a dumpster, trashcan,
back of a truck, etc.).

Primary microplastics

Plastic pellets which serve as raw material in the
manufacturing of plastic products. Also known as a
nurdle.

Secondary microplastics
Particles that result from the breakdown of larger
plastic items, such as water bottles.

Storm drain
A drain built to carry away excess water in times of
heavy rain.

The Five Rs
Refuse, reduce, reuse, recycle, rot (compost).

The process that takes place as chemicals transfer
from lower trophic levels to higher trophic levels within
a food web, resulting in a higher concentration in apex
predators.

Degrade
To break down or deteriorate.

Ecosystem
The community in which living and non-living things
interact with each other.

Environment
The air, water, and land in or on which organisms live.

Illegal dumping
The unlawful disposal of trash on private or public
land without legal permission.

Non-point source pollution
Pollution of water or air that does not originate from a
single source.

Runoff

Rain that flows over the land while picking up litter,
car oil, animal waste, and other pollutants before
washing into storm drains.

Sewer

An underground system that carries wastewater from
homes, businesses, schools, and other buildings to a
wastewater treatment plant.

Sustainable

Practices that support ecological, human, and
economic health and vitality (also known as people,
planet, and profit).

Watershed
An area of land where water drains into a specific
waterbody.



