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Overview of the 
Clean Rivers 

Program

Courtesy of J. Robins
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Overview

•The Texas Clean Rivers Program is statewide 
program to conduct monitoring, assessments 
and have stakeholder participation 

•Administered by the Texas Commission on 
Environmental Quality (TCEQ)
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The San Antonio River Basin 
Monitoring
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The San Antonio River Basin 
Monitoring
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The San Antonio River Basin 
Monitoring
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FY 25 Clean Rivers Program
Routine Monitoring

San Antonio River Authority 53 Sites

Bandera River Authority and Groundwater 

District 
16 Sites

TCEQ (Local Office) 6 Sites

Guadalupe-Blanco River Authority 1 Site

Total 76 Sites
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Clean Rivers Program Routine 
Monitoring

•Nitrate nitrogen

•Nitrite nitrogen

•Total phosphorus

•Total kjeldahl nitrogen

•Ammonia nitrogen

•Chlorophyll-a

•Pheophytin 

• E. coli bacteria
• Sulfate
• Chloride
• BOD*
• TSS
• Total metals in water*
• Dissolved metals in 
water*

• Hardness*
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Clean Rivers Program Field 
Monitoring

•Flow

•Temperature

•Specific conductivity

•Dissolved oxygen

•pH

•Secchi depth

•Field observations
•Water color

•Water odor

•Present weather

•Days since last 
precipitation
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Clean Rivers Program
Seasonal (Biological) Sampling

Fish 14 sites 26 events

Benthic 

macro-invertebrates
6 sites 12 events

Aquatic habitat 14 sites 26 events

24 Hrs. dissolved oxygen, pH, 

conductivity, temperature
17 sites 32 events
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Coordinated 
Monitoring 
Schedule

https://cms.lcra.org/default.aspx 

https://cms.lcra.org/default.aspx
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Texas Clean Rivers Program

•Provides quality assured data for use in 
decision making.  

•Data: 
• TCEQ: https://www80.tceq.texas.gov/SwqmisPublic/index.htm 

•SARA website: www.sariverauthority.org 

➢River Health
➢San Antonio River Watershed 
Water Quality Viewer

https://www80.tceq.texas.gov/SwqmisPublic/index.htm
http://www.sariverauthority.org/
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SARA Website
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SARA Website



17

CRP Data

•The CRP data is used by TCEQ to generate 
the Texas Integrated Report every two years. 

•This report is sent to EPA as required by the 
Federal Clean Water Act Sections 305(b) and 
303(d).
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Water Quality 
Objectives and 

Priorities

Courtesy of J. Robins
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CRP Goal

•Maintain and improve the quality of water 
within each river basin in Texas through an 
ongoing partnership involving the TCEQ, river 
authorities, other agencies, regional entities, 
local and state governments, industry, and 
citizens.
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CRP Objectives

•Provide quality-assured data 

• Identify and evaluate water quality issues

•Promote cooperative watershed planning

•Recommend management strategies

• Inform and engage stakeholders

•  Maintain efficient use of public funds
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SARA’s Priority

To provide timely, relevant and defensible data 
to decision makers and the public to support 
actions that improve and protect the water 
quality and ecology of the riverine environment. 
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Basin Specific Priorities?

•Parameters of concern?

•Special studies? 

•Sampling stations?
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Work Plan and 
Allocation of 
Resources

Courtesy of J. Robins
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Workplan

•Task 1 - Project administration

•Task 2 - Quality assurance

•Task 3 - Water quality monitoring

•Task 4 - Data management

•Task 5 - Data analysis and reporting

•Task 6 - Stakeholder participation and public 
outreach
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CRP Funding

•The program is funded by fees 
assessed on wastewater 
discharge permittees and water 
rights holders, TCEQ’s 
appropriations and River 
Authority Resources. 
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Funding FY26-27

BUDGET CATEGORIES

FY 26 FY 27 Total

9/1/23 - 8/31/24
9/1/24 – 

8/31/25

Personnel/Salary $142,814.00 $142,814.00 $285,629.00

Fringe Benefits (38% Salary) $58,553.74 $58,553.74 $117,107.48

Travel $1,421.00 $1,421.00 $2,842.00

Supplies $4,274.16 $4,274.16 $8,548.32

Equipment - - -

Contractual $7,000.00 $7,000.00 $14,000.00

Other - - -

Total Direct Costs $214,062.90 $214,062.90 $428,125.80

Indirect costs (10% Salary ) $21,422.10 $21,422.10 $42,844.20

Total Reimbursable Costs $235,485.00 $235,485.00 $470,970.00
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Draft 2025 Basin Highlights 
Report

Watershed Characterization 
for Cibolo Creek Watershed

Courtesy of J. Robins
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Outreach

Courtesy of J. Robins
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Outreach
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Non-CRP Outreach

•Hazardous waste pickup in lower basin

•Support STEM programs

•Park programs

•BioBlitz
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Non-CRP Outreach
www.sariverauthority.org 

http://www.sariverauthority.org/
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Questions?

Rebecca Reeves

Senior Quality Assurance and Monitoring 

Scientist

rreeves@sariverauthority.org



33

Thank You
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