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The novel Coronavirus has changed 
the way people live, work and play 
over the last six months. The stress of 
staying indoors, working from home and 
missing out on seeing family and friends 
has created anxiety in our community. 
For many, greenspaces like parks and 
trails have provided a welcome respite 

to staying in and the strain caused by the pandemic. The 
San Antonio River Authority’s (River Authority) parks and 
trails have experienced a significant increase in usage as 
people are looking to get outdoors. In the months of April 
and May, trail counters along the Mission Reach counted 
nearly 124,000 walkers, runners and bikers. That equates 
to over 7,000 more users on the trail each week this year as 
compared to the same time in 2019 and an 83% increase 
in trail users. On the northern segment of the River Walk, 
the Museum Reach, the counters showed a 30% increase 
in users from March through July. There has also been an 
increase in paddling and fishing along the Mission Reach 
as people are looking for new ways to get out and enjoy 
themselves while socially distancing. 

Whether you are biking, hiking, or paddling the trails, using 

proper trail etiquette will help ensure that everyone is able 
to safely enjoy the trails. Here are a few tips on trail safety to 
keep them safe and enjoyable: 

• Stay to your right on the trail leaving room for others to 
pass you on your left.

• Pass on the left; let all others on the trail know you are 
approaching by calling out “rider(s) up on your left” and 
thank them after passing.

• Be aware of your surroundings; if you are listening to 
music, keep the volume low enough to hear external 
voices and sounds.

• Keep pets on leashes and pick up after them to keep the 
trails clean. 

• Do not feed the wildlife and give wildlife proper space to 
safely live along the river.

Remember: Share the trail and the river. Respect other users 
and expect other users. 

To learn more about the River Authority’s hike, bike and 
paddling trails go to www.sariverauthority.com/be-river-
proud/parks-trails

On July 10, 2020, the San Antonio River Authority (River 
Authority) officially launched its new blog where stories 
related to the agency’s mission of being committed to safe, 
clean, enjoyable creeks and rivers will be available to the 
public.

Readers of the blog can learn about the River Authority’s 
parks and trails, flood management, utility services, river 
health and sustainability efforts as well as education, events 

and park programming opportunities. Staff will share their 
own connections to area creeks and rivers and provide 
insight into the role they play on a personal and professional 
level. The blog will also feature ways our constituents can 
“Be River Proud” by submitting photos and videos via our 
social media channels. Popular posts include an introduction 
to the San Antonio River and a virtual tour of the parks 
managed by the River Authority in Bexar, Wilson, Karnes and 
Goliad counties.

“We’re excited to launch a new way to engage with 
our constituents and we hope these stories help forge 
opportunities for meaningful dialogue with the community 
regarding the River Authority’s work to inspire actions for 
healthy creeks and rivers,” said River Authority General 
Manager Suzanne Scott. “We look forward to sharing 
inspiring and innovative content that will motivate readers to 
appreciate this precious resource.”

Visit sariverauthority.org to read the current blog posts 
and check back as new content will be posted twice a 
week. There is also an option to sign up to receive new 
post notifications via email. Don’t forget to follow the River 
Authority on social media – Facebook, Instagram and Twitter 
– and share your #beriverproud post for a chance to be 
featured in our blog!

JERRY G. GONZALES, BOARD MEMBER, BEXAR COUNTY DISTRICT 1

YVIAND SERBONES-HERNANDEZ, BRAND & PUBLIC COMMUNICATIONS COORDINATOR II

Increased Trail Usage

River Authority Launches Blog
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In addition to the Escondido Creek 
Parkway Project, the San Antonio River 
Authority (River Authority) has been busy 
this summer on several new initiatives in 
Karnes County. This includes supporting 
Karnes County, Karnes City, Kenedy, 
Runge and Falls City in their Texas Water 

Development Board (TWDB) flood infrastructure grant 
application and providing financial support to Karnes City for 
City Park enhancements.

The River Authority has committed to a $60,000 contribution 
towards the Karnes City Park to assist in constructing 
planned trails within the park. Providing connectivity and 
access to nature-based park resources is integral to the River 
Authority’s commitment to harmonize the needs of people 
and nature through our stewardship of rivers and land.

The proposed study in the Karnes County TWDB grant 
application is a testament to governmental entities working 
together to be effective and efficient stewards of public 

funds and bringing the most accurate and actionable flood 
data to improve the flood safety of the Karnes County 
communities. The proposed flood study builds off past and 
present River Authority investments; such as the Southern 
Basin Watershed Master Plan that identified potential 
regional flood projects and updated stream and river 
modeling through the Federal Emergency Management 
Agency (FEMA) Risk Mapping, Assessment and Planning 
(Risk MAP) program, which will update floodplain maps, 
identify the depth of potential flooding and show the flood 
risk to a property over the length of a 30-year mortgage. 
While providing good, actionable flood safety information 
and data, these past and present investments do not capture 
all potential flood events. Neighborhood or nuisance flooding 
due to urbanization or other factors frequently occurs outside 
of delineated floodplains and new flood modeling can help 
identify these issues as well as offer solutions. In supporting 
the TWDB grant application, the River Authority is keeping 
with its mission and commitment of safe, clean and enjoyable 
creeks and rivers.

H.B. “TRIP” RUCKMAN III, BOARD MEMBER, KARNES COUNTY

Supporting Initiatives 
in Karnes County

I was hired as an Aquatic Biologist by the San Antonio 
River Authority (River Authority) in November 2014. I have 
always had a passion for the outdoors and for protecting the 
environment so that it can be enjoyed by future generations. 
My favorite part of this job is that every day brings something 
new and different. One day I am conducting a fish survey in 
a remote stretch of river in Goliad County and the next day I 
am talking to the media about an environmental concern in 
downtown San Antonio. I have had the pleasure of meeting 
so many amazing people both inside and outside the 
organization. It is the ability to share knowledge and stories 
with my co-workers as well as the constituents I serve that 
provides me with such satisfaction each day. 

The health of our creeks and rivers is connected to the 
use and enjoyment by humans in so many ways. I inspire 
actions for healthy creeks and rivers by understanding their 
ecology and working towards ensuring their health, which 
encourages people to take ownership of them and protect 
them for future generations. One of the most satisfying 
parts of my job is seeing the connection between nature and 
people. I love how passionate the citizens of the San Antonio 
River Basin are about their river and how appreciative they 
are that River Authority staff members, including biologists 
like me, are fighting so hard to restore and protect it.

CHRIS VAUGHN, AQUATIC BIOLOGIST II

Inspiring Actions



Since many communities within the San Antonio River 
Basin rely upon groundwater resources such as aquifers, 
we understand the importance of protecting and preserving 
them. What isn’t as widely known is how that groundwater 
is connected to a larger water cycle and that our cities impact 
that cycle.

In natural spaces, rainwater that falls on the ground soaks 
in, feeds plants, cools the surrounding area and flows 
into streams and sources of groundwater. Unfortunately, 
communities are covered in surfaces that don’t allow 
rainwater to infiltrate, which interrupts the natural water 
cycle. Instead, rainwater runs down streets into storm drains 
and which empties directly into nearby creeks and rivers. 
Why does this matter?

Pollution is expelled from power production, buildings and 
vehicles, creating hotter cities with increasing air quality and 
health concerns. Streets and parking lots collect heat from 
the sun which can result in thermal pollution in streams, 
along with pollution from vehicles (e.g. oils, grease, gas and 
metals) and from the air (e.g. sediment and metals). 

That pollution, in tandem with pollution from the land (e.g. 
pesticides, fertilizers, E. coli bacteria, sediment, trash and 
organic material) can wash off during a rainstorm. When it 
does, it’s called stormwater runoff and it is the leading cause 
of impairment to waterbodies in cities across the U.S. In our 
region, these polluted waterways then recharge groundwater 
and flow into other water bodies that our communities rely on.

We can reduce pollution and reconnect our communities to 
the natural water cycle by using nature-based, sustainable 
practices like green infrastructure. Practices like these 
consider our communities’ social, environmental and 
economic goals to improve water and air quality. They also 
reduce pollution that heats local communities and runs off 
into area creeks and rivers. The San Antonio River Authority 
strives to balance the needs of the communities we serve 
with the needs of the environment through investments 
in green infrastructure with the Watershed Wise Rebate 
Program. This program pays for green infrastructure that 
captures and treats pollution in stormwater runoff, with 
added benefits of improving air quality, providing habitat for 
birds and pollinators and creating green space for citizens to 
enjoy. Learn more on our Sustainability learning module at 
sariverauthority.org.
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MICHELLE E. GARZA, STORMWATER ANALYST

Sustainability: 
Using Green to Clean
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Rainwater Cistern at Herff Elementary School

Bioretention Feature at Hector Garcia Middle School
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Despite the challenges brought about by the global 
COVID-19 crisis, the San Antonio River Authority (River 
Authority) continued construction of the Escondido Creek 
Parkway Project in Kenedy. The River Authority is now proud 
to announce the Grand Opening of the Escondido Creek 
Parkway (ECP)! The celebrations will begin on Thursday, 
October 15 and culminate with the park opening daily from 
dawn to dusk on Sunday, October 18.

The ECP will provide the residents of Karnes County and 
beyond with:

• 1.5 miles of hike and bike trails which include two rest 
areas;

• Two, separate, shaded playgrounds for toddlers and 
children;

• Splash pad with 20 spray features and seating benches;

• Skate park;

• Amphitheater that can accommodate up to 30 people;

• Pavilion that can accommodate up to 50 people and 
includes an outdoor grill, picnic tables and the ECP donor 
recognition tree; 

• Two public restrooms;

• Windmill honoring Karnes County’s agricultural history;

• Pump jack to recognize the county’s history with the oil 
and gas industry; and

• Horned toad habitat to celebrate Kenedy’s designation as 
the Horn Toad Capital of Texas by the State Legislature.

The ECP was made possible with funding from the River 
Authority together with other ECP funding partners and 
collaborators, including the City of Kenedy, Kenedy 4B 
Corporation, Kenedy Chamber of Commerce, San Antonio 
River Foundation, Karnes County and all of the individual and 
corporate donors who contributed to the project.

 “The Escondido Creek Parkway is a community vision 
nearly a decade in the making. Through both the design and 
construction phases, we have seen support throughout the 
county and beyond,” said Karnes County River Authority 
Board Member, Gaylon Oehlke. “The new park will promote 
education of the local area, a healthy lifestyle and enjoyment 
of the outdoors for residents of all ages for generations to 
come. We cannot wait to see how the community embraces 
and finds innovative ways to enjoy the space.” 

HOW WILL THE GRAND OPENING BE CELEBRATED?
Per Governor Abbot’s executive orders, residents can 
expect an abridged grand opening celebration as the River 
Authority can only host a limited number of participants at 
a park event. The River Authority will begin the celebration 
on Thursday, October 15 with a virtual recognition ceremony 
and a sneak peek video park tour. By reservation, small 
guided park tours will be given by River Authority staff to 
the public on Friday, October 16 and Saturday, October 17. 
Tour participants will be required to wear a mask and receive 
commemorative ECP giveaways.

Following the grand opening weekend, both the 
amphitheater and pavilion will be available for reservation on 
escondidocreekparkway.org. As part of the celebration, 
the River Authority will waive reservation fees for the first 
year; however, those who reserve the facility’s for use will be 
required to follow all applicable federal, state and local health 
guidelines in relation to the ongoing coronavirus pandemic.

See below for full schedule of grand opening activities 
and community park tour video viewing opportunities on 
Facebook.

Thursday, October 15 
6 p.m. Facebook Virtual Grand Opening Ceremony, including 
ribbon cutting and release of sneak peek park video 

Friday, October 16 
9 a.m. – 3 p.m. – Park tours

5 p.m. Facebook release of ECP community support video

Saturday, October 17 
9 a.m. – 3 p.m. 

5 p.m. Facebook premiere of virtual park tour

Sunday, October 18 
Park opens for daily dawn to dusk use 

MEERA KESHAV, GOVERNMENT AFFAIRS COORDINATOR 

Grand Opening of 
Escondido Creek Parkway



JEANETTE GONZALEZ, BRAND & PUBLIC COMMUNICATIONS COORDINATOR

In the spring of 2020, the San Antonio River Authority (River Authority) hosted the third 
annual River Clicks Photo Contest. The annual contest is designed to enhance community 
appreciation of the San Antonio River Basin by celebrating its beauty through photography. 
The River Clicks photo contest also allows the opportunity to build a library of photos of the 
San Antonio River Basin that showcases the variety of wildlife, River Authority parks and 
overall thriving ecosystem. Participants of all skill levels were encouraged to take photos 
while out enjoying their favorite creek or river, River Authority park and anywhere in the 
San Antonio River Basin throughout Bexar, Wilson, Karnes and Goliad counties. This year, 
the Seasonal Variation category was introduced to capture the environmental change along 
the San Antonio River Basin throughout the four seasons.

The contest invited a panel of five judges from a range of backgrounds whose combined 
score selected the winning photos from each of these categories: Creeks and Rivers, 
Animals, Plants, Student, Recreation, Seasonal Variation and Special Category. This year’s 
Special Category was the Goliad Paddling Trail and Branch River Park in Goliad to honor 
the 20th Anniversary of the local non-profit organization Canoe Trail Goliad and to promote 
river recreation and nature-based tourism in Goliad. A fun favorite of the contest is the 
People’s Choice category, in which the public votes online for their favorite photo from a list 
of 27 finalists. The judges also scored the entries by county and the highest score won the 
Judge’s Choice for each county.

Over 300 photos were submitted, and the winning photographers all received outdoor 
recreation prize packages valued up to $500 in each category and $1,000 in the Special 
Category. The winning photos will be exhibited at the Witte Museum as part of their “Foto 
Septiembre” exhibit during September and October of this year. The photos will be featured 
in the 2021 contest calendar and will remain on display at the River Authority headquarters 
through summer 2021. The River Authority will open the next River Clicks photo contest in 
February 2021, with the special category being Helton Nature Park in Wilson County. Start 
taking pictures now and be on the lookout for more information at sariverauthority.org.
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2020 Plants Category Winner
Photo by RICHARD BALTAZAR

2020 Judge’s Choice Category Winner - Karnes County 
Photo by CAROLE GASKAMP

2020 Seasonal Category Winner & 
2020 Judge’s Choice Category Winner - Bexar County
Photo by CHARLOTTE MITCHELL

2020 Judge’s Choice Category Winner - Wilson County 
Photo by LAURA KROLL
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ROSALINDA RANGEL • 2020 San Antonio River Authority River Clicks Photo Contest, People’s Choice Winner



MARK OBERLE • 2020 Special Category Winner - Goliad Paddling Trail & Branch River Park in Goliad, TX  
 2020 Judge’s Choice Category Winner - Goliad County
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2020 Student Category Winner
Photo by MYLES MCENTIRE

2020 Creeks & Rivers Category Winner
Photo by KARYN ROBINSON

2020 Animals Category Winner 
Photo by ROBERT BURTON

2020 Recreation Category Winner
Photo by JAVIER TORRES
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JANINE GARCIA, EDUCATION & ENGAGEMENT COORDINATOR
- - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - -

SCAVENGER HUNT
Let’s find:

 A Monarch butterfly flying by

 A tall Pecan tree

 Gulf Muhly blooming

 A crawling Roly Poly

 An Oak tree acorn

 A foraging Leafcutter ant

 A bright red Northern Cardinal

 A singing Mockingbird

 A yellow leaf

 A red leaf

 
Be sure to check out our other River Authority parks: 

John William Helton-San Antonio River Nature Park, Branch River Park & Graytown Park on the San Antonio River!

Fall Scavenger Hunt!
Have you heard about the San Antonio River Authority’s new park, the Escondido Creek Parkway? You can enjoy it 
along with all our other parks with this scavenger hunt! Do some exploring to find as many things on the list as you 
can and learn some fun facts along the way. The plants and animals you will learn about play a vital role in keeping 
your creeks and rivers healthy.

Monarch that 
emerge from their 

chrysalises during early 
fall will migrate south 
between one to three 

thousand miles!
Pecan tree is the 

state tree of Texas, the 
Pecan tree, can live for 

300 years! 

Leaf-cutter ants can 
carry up to 20 times 
their body weight!

Acorns are an 
important food 

source for wildlife. In 
fact, acorns may make 
up to 25% of a deer’s 

diet during the fall 
months! 

While Northern 
Cardinals only live 

for about 3 years in 
the wild, the oldest 

known wild Northern 
Cardinal lived to be 
over 15 years old!

AERIAL VIEW OF HELTON NATURE PARK 



For more information on 
future virtual events, please 
visit sariverauthority.org or 
follow @sanantonioriver on 

these social media platforms.
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As the world continues to deal with the COVID-19 pandemic, 
many organizations are canceling or postponing events to 
help stop the spread of the new coronavirus. As a result, the 
San Antonio River Authority (River Authority) has pivoted 
our efforts and developed creative and engaging virtual 
experiences.

The River Authority responded to state, county and local 
health and safety orders that limit public gatherings by 
creating virtual recreational, educational, art and music 
experiences to connect and engage with the community. 
A virtual music series called River Proud Rhythms was 
launched in April to offer the digital community a chance 
to view and listen to local musicians in the comfort of 
their home. Another popular series called River Camp! 
was also released in April offering a variety of educational 
programming (compilation of K-12 education resources) to 
connect with students, teachers and families alike. Other 
virtual events, such as yoga classes at the San Pedro Creek 
Culture Park and Confluence Park, have been ongoing since 
April as well. 

A virtual art series, The San Antonio River: Through the 
Eyes of an Artist, ran from July through September featuring 
artists who took to the outdoors to create imagery that 
captured the spirit, beauty, essence and mystery of the 
river. Artists created their own inspired paintings in various 
settings along the San Antonio River and its tributaries 
including the Museum and Mission Reach of the San Antonio 
River Walk San Pedro Creek Culture Park, Helton Nature 
Park and Branch River Park. Viewers were able to see their 
creations from beginning to end through time-lapsed videos 
that were featured on the River Authority’s social media 
platforms. The public was also given an opportunity to 
create river inspired paintings in August and September by 

participating in free virtual art classes taught by some of the 
local artists and instructors who participated in the series.

For the remainder of 2020, the River Authority will continue 
to invite the public to participate in a variety of virtual 
activities that can be done at home, at our parks and on the 
river. Fun activities for all ages will include the on-going 
River Camp! series, signature events, such as Day of the 
Dead, Pecan Jubilee and Illume as well as recreation and 
art activities, fitness classes and volunteer training and 
workshops.

For more information about our virtual events follow us 
on our social media channels or visit our events page at 
sariverauthority.org.

ANGELA CAMARILLO, EVENTS SPECIALIST

Engaging the Community 
Through Virtual Events
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River Proud Rhythms Featured Musician, Bernie Martini
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In Texas, there are many natural agents of insect control, 
like bats, possums and certain predatory insects. However, 
we often forget the humble skunk. Even though they are 
opportunistic feeders, skunks largely prey on insects keeping 
their populations at bay.

I have always found myself intrigued by these mysterious 
creatures of the night. My first encounter with this handsome 
South Texas Native was with its head stuck inside a small 
yogurt container. The unfortunate critter had rummaged for 
a snack in our neighbor’s trash can and got its head stuck in 
the container. As the story goes, my brave neighbor held the 
yogurt can in place with a sturdy stick, long enough for the 
skunk to wiggle its head out to freedom. We will never know 
why we were not sprayed that day, but the skunk did turn 
around and give us a quick glance before disappearing into 
the skunk world.

This seemingly insignificant incident left a deep impression in 
my mind. In nature’s territorial courtroom, if there was a trial, 
who would triumph, man or skunk? Were they trespassing in 
our territory or had we encroached on theirs?

A fascinating local fact is that even though striped skunks are 
the most common in Texas, we have five different species of 
them, the most of any state in the U.S. They have always had 
a bad reputation because of the foul-smelling fluid they emit 
when threatened. However, this clever defense mechanism 
serves them well against the great horned owl, bobcats 
and foxes in the San Antonio River Basin that love a skunk 
meal. With their short stubby legs, it would not be easy to 
outrun a predator. It is important to note that striped skunks 
will stomp their feet and signal a warning before they spray, 
sometimes almost as far as twelve feet away!

A skunks’ typical diet includes insects and plant remains 
along with rodents and fish. The presence of food scraps 
attracts them to open trash cans near human settlements, 
posing a huge problem to local creeks and rivers. They 
knock over the contents into to the streets and stormwater 
transports litter, harmful chemicals and bacteria to area 
creeks and rivers. Keeping trash cans securely closed 
protects the San Antonio River Basin and deters skunks from 
our neighborhoods. As the funny creatures rarely live further 
than two miles from water, protecting creeks and rivers also 
means protecting the habitat of this South Texas Native. 

MINNA PAUL, EDUCATION & VOLUNTEER ENGAGEMENT COORDINATOR

South Texas Natives 
Striped Skunk (Mephitis mephitis)



Due to the pandemic, many are spending more time at home 
with their families and cooking more homemade meals. 
Now more than ever, the San Antonio River Authority (River 
Authority) is asking citizens to be aware of what they are 
putting down their drains and flushing down the toilet. The 
wrong things put in a sink drain or flushed down a toilet can 
cause a build-up in sewer lines which can lead to sanitary 
sewer overflows (SSO). The biggest culprits of a build-up 
are Fats, Oils and Grease (F.O.G.) and wipes. These materials 
restrict the flow of wastewater from homes and businesses 
leading to clogged pipes that can trigger SSO in streets and 
can even backup sewer into your home. These SSOs can 
result in contamination to area creeks and rivers. It can also 
result in increased costs to residents, business owners and 
wastewater service providers such as the River Authority. 

Examples of F.O.G. include animal fats, butter, dairy products, 
desserts, dressings, lard, margarine, oils, sauces, shortening 
and soups. Examples of wipes include baby wipes, 
disinfecting wipes, facial tissues, flushable wipes, disposable 
wipes, make-up wipes, rags, wet wipes, cloth towels, 
feminine hygiene products and paper towels. A common 
misconception is that wipe products labeled as “flushable” or 
“disposable” dissolve in sewer pipes or are easily dealt with 
at wastewater treatment plants (WWTP). In fact, they do not 
dissolve and cause havoc in sewer lines and at WWTPs. 

You can help by:

1. Pouring oil and grease into a container, freezing it and 
trashing it. (Tip: use an old steel or aluminum can to freeze 
liquid grease or skip the freezer and use something like an 
old spaghetti jar with a lid.)

2. Before washing dishes scrape food particles and batters 
into the trash.

3. Never flush wipes down the toilet. 

For more information and to watch an educational video on 
the risk of wipes in pipes, check out the River Authority’s 
Utilities page at sariverauthority.org/utilities. 

MEERA KESHAV, GOVERNMENT AFFAIRS COORDINATOR 

Avoiding Sanitary 
Sewer Overflows
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100 E. Guenther St. 
San Antonio, TX 78204 

Recently, I announced that I am retiring 
from the San Antonio River Authority 
(River Authority). Over the past 20 years 
with the River Authority, including 13 
years as General Manager, we have 
accomplished incredible projects and 
programs that have improved the 
health and safety of the river and its 
ecosystem while also making the river 

more accessible for recreation and enjoyment. I have had 
the honor of leading a highly capable and dedicated team 
of scientists, engineers, field crews and other selfless 
public servants who serve as stewards for the river and its 
watershed throughout the San Antonio River Basin. 

We have accomplished a lot together over this time. We 
increased the ability to enjoy the San Antonio River Basin 
as the River Authority developed nature-based parks 
throughout the agency’s political jurisdiction in all four 
counties of Bexar, Wilson, Karnes and Goliad. River paddling 
trails were also created in three of the counties providing 
residents and visitors new ways to connect with the 
amazing San Antonio River. I have said many times, the more 
people get to be close to the river and appreciate it, the more 
people are going to want to help take care of it. 

The River Authority also enhanced the safety of our 
communities through working with the Federal Emergency 
Management Agency (FEMA) to update decades old 
floodplain maps to some of the most accurate floodplain 
maps in the nation. Soon all four counties will have map 
products available that provide depth grids so you can 
tell how deep water may get on your property as well 
as determine your flood risk over the course of a 30-
year mortgage. Predictive flood models are also under 
development that will help first responders save lives during 
storm events. 

Since I have been General Manager, our work to improve 
water quality, restore degraded ecosystems and habitat 
and advance sustainable development practices has 
become more in the forefront as the impacts of population 
growth and development have threatened the health of 
creeks and rivers. The restoration of the Mission Reach 
along the San Antonio River Walk has stabilized the river 
and created important habitat for bird, fish, freshwater 
mussels, pollinators and other species native to the area. 
Through rebate, public education and training programs, 
we have promoted and incentivized the use of more green 
infrastructure practices to reduce pollutants and impervious 
cover. In the years to come, it is my hope that sustainable 
development practices that use bioswales, rain gardens and 
other natural features that slow down runoff, spread it out 
and soak it in will become more common place as we seek to 
achieve harmony between people and nature in one of the 
fastest growing cities in the nation. 

With growth, the River Authority has also expanded its 
wastewater utility services under my tenure, as has our 
assistance to communities throughout the basin to ensure 
that community public health and water quality of creeks 
and rivers are protected through the provision of quality 
management of wastewater. 

It has been my honor to serve you as the General Manager 
of the San Antonio River Authority. With the support and 
collaboration of the Board of Directors, the professionalism 
and expertise of staff and prudent financial management, 
the River Authority is well positioned for the future. 

My passion for advancing important environmental 
conservation work will continue as I assume the position 
of Texas State Director for The Nature Conservancy. This 
next chapter in my career will enable me to take all I have 
learned and experienced while at the River Authority to lead 
philanthropic efforts that advance environmental protection, 
sustainability and resiliency initiatives throughout Texas. 

SUZANNE SCOTT, GENERAL MANAGER

A Fond Farewell
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