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A Gift for the 
Community 

In 2017, the San Antonio River 
Authority (SARA) celebrated 80 years 
of exceptional service provided to 
the communities of Bexar, Wilson, 
Karnes and Goliad Counties. In 
recognition of the accomplishments 
and collaborations between the 
community and SARA throughout 
the years, SARA is making 
contributions to further enhance 
the community and thank the 

constituents we serve.  SARA is donating 15 commemorative 
benches as a gift to the community. Each bench will be 
installed within a community park or public location 
throughout Wilson, Karnes and Goliad Counties. By installing 
these benches, we hope to encourage residents and visitors 
alike to take a moment to enjoy their surroundings, make 
connections with their fellow neighbors, and to appreciate 
the beauty of the native plants and wildlife that make each 
community unique. Communities to receive SARA benches 
include:

For years to come, the commemorative benches, currently 
in the delivery and installation stage, will serve as a token 
of appreciation and a continuous reminder of SARA’s 
commitment to protecting and enhancing our creeks and 
rivers through service, leadership and expertise. 
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The San Antonio River Authority 
(SARA) and the City of San Antonio 
have been hard at work on the 
design of the Westside Creeks trail 
extensions. The existing trails along 
the Alazán, Apache and Martinez 
Creeks have seen a great deal of 
use by cyclists, joggers and families 
out for afternoon strolls. SARA staff 
and the members of the Westside 

Creeks Restoration Oversight Committee are looking 
forward to the connectivity the trail extensions will provide 
the residents of the surrounding neighborhoods to the San 
Antonio River Walk and Mission Reach stretches of the San 
Antonio River. 

The proposed trail improvements for Alazán Creek 
begin at Lombrano Street and span approximately 3 
miles downstream to the confluence of Apache Creek, 
near Laredo Street. This trail completes a connection 
from Woodlawn Lake to the Mission Reach and will give 
residents the opportunity to recreate and enjoy the 
beautiful UNESCO World Heritage San Antonio Missions. 

The Martinez Creek 1.5-mile trail extension begins at 
Cincinnati Street and extends to the confluence with the 
Alazán Creek trail at the City’s Mario Farias Park. This trail 
will provide a connection to the VIA Metropolitan Primo 
bus line that serves the Medical Center and Downtown 
areas and will provide a valuable mode of transportation to 
major metropolitan hubs for work and recreation. 

The final creek extension is the addition of a trail along 
Zarzamora Creek. This one-mile stretch of trail will extend 
from Elmendorf Lake Park to Alderete Park just south of 
St. Mary’s University. The trail will reach deeper into the 
neighborhoods on the Westside, providing park access to 
the residents along with a connection to the Apache Creek 
trail all the way down to the San Pedro Creek and Mission 
Reach. 

Please look forward to the completion of the trails in early 
2020. To learn more about the Westside Creeks, visit 
www.westsidecreeks.com.

By John Flieller, Board Member, Wilson County 

Connecting San Antonio’s 
Westside by Trail
By Lourdes Galvan, Board Member, Bexar County District 2

The Westside is a vibrant, culturally rich 
neighborhood ready for the quality of life 
improvements that these trails will bring.  

Pictured from left to right: Wilson County 
Commissioners Albert Gamez, Jr. and Paul W. Pfeil, 
Wilson County Judge Richard L. Jackson, Wilson County 
Commissioners Ernest “Skip” Hajek and Larry A. Wiley

• Floresville 
• Stockdale 
• La Vernia 
• Poth 
• Wilson County 
• Karnes County 

• Karnes City 
• Kenedy 
• Runge 
• Falls City 
• Goliad 
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20 years ago, some 150 San Antonians braved the winter cold 
to witness the unwrapping of a long-awaited, early Christmas 
present. Dec. 12, 1997 marked the official opening of San 
Antonio River Tunnel, a 3.1 mile underground flood control 
tunnel that runs from Josephine Street, near Brackenridge 
Park, to the outlet located off of Lone Star Boulevard near 
Roosevelt Park. 

The massive project, which also included its one-mile 
sister—the San Pedro Creek Tunnel, cost $150 million for both 
tunnels, most of which was funded by the U.S. Army Corps of 
Engineers. The local match, sourced primarily from the Bexar 
County Flood Control Tax, accounted for $31.2 million. Of 
the total price tag for the two tunnels, the San Antonio River 
Tunnel cost around $111.4 million. 

Ten months after the tunnel was completed, San Antonio 
witnessed the all-too-familiar wrath of flash-flood alley. 
Only this time, floodwaters, which would have decimated 
downtown San Antonio less than a year prior, were diverted 
beneath the surface via the engineering marvel. The San 
Antonio River Tunnel met its first test with brilliance and 
fortitude, saving lives and property—the value of which was 
estimated to exceed the cost of the tunnel, virtually paying 
for itself in one bout with nature. 

The second tunnel, which runs under San Pedro Creek, 
begins at the tunnel inlet on West Quincy Street near the 
Cristopher Columbus Italian Society and Fox Tech. The tunnel 
outlet emerges near Interstate 35 at Guadalupe Street. 
The San Pedro Creek tunnel became operational in 1991. 
Together, the tunnels transport floodwaters 150 feet beneath 
downtown San Antonio and release it downstream, moving 
up to three million gallons of water per minute. Augmented 
by a comprehensive flood control system of dams, flood 
gates, and drainage features, the San Antonio Flood Tunnel 
is credited with averting significant property damage during 
major flood events in 1998, 2002, 2013 and May 2015. 

Today, downtown San Antonio is a major hub for economic 
opportunity, recreation, and community vibrancy, thanks 
in part to the two tunnels. While our city’s history has been 
marked by flooding disaster, our story is one of resiliency 
and community empowerment. Over 20 years ago, smart 
planning and local support for long-term community 
investments provided today’s San Antonians and future 
generations with greater opportunity to recreate, work 
and flourish in our city center. Here’s to the next 20 years of 
downtown growth.

By Steve Graham, Assistant General Manager

San Antonio River Tunnel Anniversary: 
20 Years of Downtown Growth



Confluence Park, San Antonio’s $13 million environmental 
education park on the South Side of San Antonio, will 
experience its world premiere in March 2018. We invite you to 
stop by to experience this incredible new Mission Reach River 
Walk addition!

Confluence Park can be interpreted as one large, organic 
teaching machine combining natural and mechanical 
elements to spotlight ecological processes and watershed 
concepts. This privately funded public space is designed 
to encourage thoughtful environmental stewardship. The 
facility’s primary intent is to support SARA’s educational 
programming as well as local and regional environmental 
initiatives.

In March, we will host the park’s Grand Unveiling at 310 
Mitchell Street. Invited speakers are Bexar County Judge 
Nelson Wolff and San Antonio Mayor Ron Nirenberg, along 
with SARA General Manager Suzanne Scott, and other 
dignitaries. We will all come together with the community 

to celebrate the achievement of a dream many years in the 
making.

On the evening of March 7, we will celebrate the collaborative 
heart of the park by partnering with another non-profit, the 
Las Casas Foundation, for a benefit concert in the heart of 
downtown San Antonio. Pink Martini, featuring lead singer 
China Forbes, will be LIVE at the historic Majestic Theatre. Pink 
Martini has been billed as “a rollicking musical adventure” 
and “the United Nations house band of 1962 (if they had 
one).” Tickets are available through Ticketmaster, the box 
office at the Majestic, and online at www.majesticempire.com. 
This fundraising concert will benefit the San Antonio River 
Foundation’s activation of Confluence Park as well as Las 
Casas Foundation’s performing arts educational programs.

Please join the San Antonio River Foundation and the San 
Antonio River Authority as we welcome this triumph of 
design, engineering and sustainability to the Mission Reach: 
Confluence Park.

By Robert Amerman, Executive Director, San Antonio River Foundation

Confluence Park Grand Unveiling
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Final touches added 
to Confluence Park 
before it’s grand 
unveiling in March 
2018. Photo credit 
Stuart Allen, 
San Antonio River 
Foundation



When people think of the San Antonio River, the River 
Walk is often the first thing that comes to mind. This is 
understandable as the San Antonio River Walk has long been 
recognized as a world-leading example of inspired urban 
park design and prosperous riverfront development. The San 
Antonio River is once again on the international stage; this 
time, however, the recognition is about more than just the 
economic success of the famed River Walk.

On Sept. 19, 2017, at the River Symposium and Environmental 
Flows Conference in Brisbane, Australia, the San Antonio 
River was recognized by the International RiverFoundation as 
the recipient of the 2017 Thiess International Riverprize. The 
Thiess International Riverprize is the world’s foremost award 
in river basin management. It recognizes organizations for 
advancing the sustainable management of the world’s rivers, 
whether at the grassroots or transboundary level. The prize 
rewards inspiring initiatives that demonstrate Integrated River 
Basin Management to restore and protect rivers, wetlands, 
lakes and estuaries.

The San Antonio River tells a compelling story of how 
collaborative efforts can result in a dramatic improvement 
in riverine health while providing for robust economic 
development. Since the late 1980s, point source pollution 
issues have been properly managed, allowing for healthy 
aquatic and riparian habitat to return to once polluted 

areas. The Bexar County community continued to support 
the river over the years by investing over $530 million on 
improvements to the river and area creeks, including $125 
million for the San Pedro Creek Project, which is currently 
under construction, and the $384 million San Antonio River 
Improvements Project (SARIP), which was completed in 2013. 

A major component of SARIP was constructing the Mission 
Reach Ecosystem Restoration and Recreation Project, one 
of the largest urban ecosystem restoration projects in 
the nation. While the restoration is still in its infancy, it is 
exceeding expectations in many ways and demonstrating 
that urban ecosystem restoration can be successful. To date, 
the total number of native plant species observed is over 
275. An avian study is underway to further demonstrate the 
success of the Mission Reach. Through December 2017, over 
170 total bird species have been observed using the restored 
habitat. Some notable observations include an Interior 
Least Tern, which is federally listed as Endangered; Cassin’s 
Kingbird, which is only the 2nd record of this species in Bexar 
County; White-rumped Sandpiper, which migrates 8,000 
miles each way; and a Bald Eagle was recorded flying upriver 
toward downtown San Antonio!

The Thiess International Riverprize also recognized 
the historical and cultural significance of the river. The 
International RiverFoundation took note of the San Antonio 
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By Steven Schauer, Director of Government and Public Affairs

And the Winner is…



Missions being added to the World Heritage list in 2015 and 
the adopted UNESCO Statement of Outstanding Universal 
Value which acknowledges the important role the San 
Antonio River played in the San Antonio Missions World 
Heritage Site recognition. 

This prestigious international award was given to the San 
Antonio River, however, for more than what is happening 
along the river in Bexar County. In submitting the nomination 
for the International Riverprize, the San Antonio River 
Authority (SARA) included work underway throughout the 
basin. For example, through a regional, stakeholder-driven, 
scientifically based process chaired by SARA’s General 
Manager Suzanne Scott, a majority of stakeholders supported 
and submitted to the state several voluntary strategies to 
help meet seasonal targets for freshwater inflows to the 
bay and estuary. These instream flow recommendations 
became the basis for the 2012 state adopted environmental 
flow standards for the San Antonio River. Additionally, 
SARA supports other bay and estuary activities, such as the 
Ecological Dynamic Simulation application, which was also 
considered with the nomination.

The San Antonio River was one of four finalists for the 2017 
Thiess International Riverprize, facing close competition from 
Alaska’s Nushagak and Kvichak Rivers, the United Kingdom’s 
River Tweed and the Pasig River in the Philippines. This was 

the 20th year of the International Riverprize and the San 
Antonio River now joins a list of past winners including the 
Niagara River, Lake Eyre Basin, Rhine River, River Thames 
and the Danube River, to name a few. It is a great honor 
for SARA to have accepted this award on behalf of the San 
Antonio River, our public partners and collaborators and the 
constituency we serve.
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Steven Schauer, 
Director of 
Government and 
Public Affairs and 
Allison Elder, SARA 
Legal Counsel 
accepting Thiess 
Riverprize award 
(pictured right)
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With a basin full of dedicated educators 
and talented students, anything is 
possible. At least that’s what the San 
Antonio River Authority (SARA) believed 
when staff proposed funding an annual 
Watershed Wise: Grant program to install 
low impact development (LID) stormwater 
management features in basin-area 
campuses. This year marks the fourth 
round of the grant program, which is 
annually approved by the SARA Board of 
Directors. 

Over the years, the SARA grant has 
partially or fully funded the installation of 
LID features on the grounds of nine basin-
area schools. These features have included 
cisterns which collect rooftop rainwater 
for later irrigation use, landscaped bioswales that strategically 
collect and absorb stormwater runoff, and pollinator-boosting 
rain gardens. The rainwater absorbed through these features 
helps to minimize polluted stormwater runoff from flowing 
into the San Antonio River and its tributaries. These features 
are modern and aesthetically appealing, as well as providing 
added protection for facilities through minimizing or 

eliminating drainage issues where they 
are installed.

Additionally, many recipient schools have 
incorporated the LID features into lessons 
for science classes as they review the water 
cycle, biodiversity and biology. This hands-
on experience has the power to transform 
perceptions of nature through fostering 
environmental awareness in children of 
all ages. 

SARA understands that starting the 
conversation about LID stormwater 
features can be a daunting and time-
consuming task for busy educators, so the 
online grant application is designed to be 
simple and clear. Members of SARA staff 

are also available to answer questions and provide technical 
guidance. 

Three grants, with funding of up to $22,000 each, are now 
available. If you are an educator, parent, or school administrator 
interested in creating a green, innovative learning space for 
your students, apply today. Applications will be accepted until 
Feb. 2, 2018. Visit www.sara-tx.org to learn more. 

By Rebecca Wilson, Community Relations Coordinator

Shaping Schools with Green Infrastructure

The San Antonio River may be the central body of water in 
the basin, but it is certainly not the only one. A watershed is 
comprised of multiple tributaries, and the San Antonio River 
Authority’s (SARA) Utilities department plays an important 
role in the health and safety of two tributaries in Eastern Bexar 
County – Martinez Creek and Salatrillo Creek.

These two creeks are the receiving streams of SARA’s six award-
winning permitted wastewater treatment plants, and, due to 
the growing area and anticipated future development, a new 
wastewater treatment plant is underway.

Construction of SARA’s Martinez IV Wastewater Treatment 
Plant began in November and is planned to be completed 
by the summer of 2018. The Martinez IV plant will be located 
at 1961 N. Graytown Road in Converse and the first phase 
of construction will include 250,000 gallons per day (GPD) 
treatment capacity. The plant is permitted to treat up to two 

million gallons per day (MGD) for future capacity. Martinez IV 
will serve the growing area near Graytown Road and Interstate 
Highway 10 East including The Parc at Escondido, Knox Ridge, 
Summer Hill, Reserve at Schertz, Paloma, Heathers Place, Asher 
Place and Hallie’s Ranch. 

SARA began providing wastewater utility services in 1966 and 
currently operates six active permitted wastewater treatment 
plants with a combined capacity of over 10 MGD. SARA’s 
Utilities department strives to produce the highest quality 
effluent possible using beneficial microorganisms to naturally 
and efficiently treat the wastewater before discharging it into 
the creeks. 

SARA’s Utilities services are expanding to better serve the 
growing community to protect public safety and improve the 
quality of the tributaries that lead to the San Antonio River. 
Find more about SARA’s Utilities at www.sara-tx.org.

By Amy Middleton, Senior Technical Engineer

Martinez IV Wastewater Treatment Plant



From right to left 
are Gene and 
Margaret Hunt Rice, 
San Antonio River 
Authority (SARA) 
Vice Chairman 
and Karnes County 
Director Gaylon J. 
Oehlke and Maggie 
and Truett L. Hunt
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The Escondido Creek is a stand-out natural feature in the City 
of Kenedy in Karnes County. This is why the San Antonio River 
Authority (SARA) has joined local stakeholders to create the 
Escondido Creek Parkway. With local leadership, the future of 
the creek area will better serve the community by enhancing 
recreational opportunities while simultaneously preserving 
the creek.

Following recent approval by the Escondido Creek Parkway 
Project oversight committee, the project to transform the 
space into a parkway has moved into the design development 
stage, which includes permitting and preparing for the next 
step: executing construction documents. This action took 
place during a special mid-month meeting following the 
announcement of a $30,000 donation from the family of Ann 
and J. Truett Hunt for the parkway’s amphitheater. 

“Our family’s donation for the amphitheater at the Escondido 
Creek Parkway is a perfect fit because Truett served as a 
Karnes County Director on the San Antonio River Authority 
board from 1977-2002. As modest as they were, Truett and 
Ann would be secretly pleased to be part of the future stories 
of the parkway. We believe their stewardship for Karnes will 
be reflected in the enjoyment of the new parkway,” said 
Maggie Hunt.

The amphitheater is one amenity of the Phase 1 priority list. 

Other program priorities in this phase include a hike and bike 
trail as well as Pullin Street and 5th Street trailheads. From the 
start, the project design has been strongly guided by public 
input and local expertise from the oversight committee, 
which includes representatives from the City of Kenedy, the 
Kenedy 4B Corporation, the City’s Parks and Recreation Board, 
Kenedy Chamber of Commerce, Kenedy ISD, as well as the San 
Antonio River Foundation (SARF) and SARA.

“Thanks to the combination of the Hunt family’s donation for 
the amphitheater and the oversight committee’s diligence in 
approving the designs for Phases 1 and 2 of the park, we are 
proud to announce that the project is moving forward. The 
park will be a welcoming place for our community to enjoy 
Escondido Creek with recreational trails, an amphitheater for 
shows, picnicking under the pavilion and much more,” said 
Gaylon Oehlke, SARA board member for Karnes County and 
chairman of the oversight committee.

The 40% project design was submitted in December 2017.

Individuals and organizations can support the project by 
donating to SARF by check (please note donations to the 
Escondido Creek Parkway Project). To learn more, please visit 
www.sariverfoundation.org. 

Photo of Ann and J. Truett Hunt Family courtesy of Kathy Oehlke

By Chelsea Giles, Intergovernmental Relations Coordinator

Escondido Creek Parkway: 
A Place for the Future Stories of Karnes County

For more information about donating to support the Escondido Creek Parkway Project, please visit www.sariverfoundation.org.
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I enjoy being outdoors. As a child, 
I used to enjoy playing and fishing 
on the earthen dams along the 
Salatrillo Creek Watershed at my 
Grandmother’s farm. Little did I 
know, one day I would be working 
for the San Antonio River Authority 
(SARA), supporting departments who 
maintain those exact dams. 

As a Senior Budget Analyst working in Support Services, I 
support the Watershed and Park Operations, Utilities and 
Facilities departments. I assist these departments in the 
development of their annual budget, working closely with 
staff on a daily basis and monitoring their expenses to help 

them accomplish their work plan for the fiscal year. Some 
of the specific projects I support include the Martinez IV 
Wastewater Treatment Plant and Screw Pump replacement 
within the Utilities Program, as well as the San Pedro Creek 
Project and the Westside Creeks Linear Creekways Project 
within the Nature Based Park Program.

Stewardship of our resources is very important to me. This 
includes both financial and environmental resources. By 
helping to manage SARA’s financial resources and supporting 
the various operations of SARA, I help to inspire actions for a 
cleaner watershed. Departments rely on my support to carry 
out their annual work plans. We are all working together 
toward a common goal. Through my work, I feel I am making 
San Antonio a better place to live.

By Kevin Boeck, Senior Budget Analyst 

I Inspire Actions By…. 

Good news for paddlers interested in accessing the 
southern portion of the San Antonio River: the San Antonio 
River Authority (SARA) is working on the expansion of the 
SASPAMCO Paddling Trail. Two new access points will open in 
the early spring of 2018, making the entire paddling trail 36 
miles long.

The trail currently begins at Loop 1604 and heads south for 
12 miles before ending at Helton Nature Park. The Watershed 
and Park Operations (WPO) Department has been working 
to design and install these two additional paddling access 
points south of Helton Nature Park. The goal is to give 
paddlers an opportunity to experience 24 additional miles on 
the San Antonio River.

The first of their kind on the trail, these points will act as 
landings to provide easier river access for paddlers. Paddlers 

will simply place their boat on top of a rack and “walk” it up or 
down the bank. The first new access point will be located at 
County Road 117, 10 miles south of Helton Nature Park; while 
the second point will be at Floresville River Park, 14 miles 
south of the County Road 117 point.

SARA holds a joint use agreement with both Wilson County 
and Floresville. More information about River Recreation 
along the San Antonio River can be found at www.sara-tx.org.

By Marissa Korth, Community Relations Coordinator

Paddling into Wilson County

Be prepared for your next paddling trip with these helpful safety tips:

• Plan your trip so that your paddling skills are equal to the water conditions and proceed at your own risk.
• Never paddle alone and tell someone not paddling with you of your paddling plan.
• Make sure your equipment (canoe or kayak) is in proper working order.
• Check weather and river conditions prior to paddling to ensure paddling trails are safe to use.
• Always use personal flotation devices and bring a whistle or other sound producing device for use in emergency situations.
• Wear protective footgear and carry drinking water, sunscreen and insect repellent.
• Contact 911 for all emergencies and 311 for all non-emergencies.



On Nov. 6, 2017, the San Antonio River Authority (SARA) 
hosted the Water Forum VIII: River Reflections at the Witte 
Museum’s Mays Family Center. More than 550 participants 
from the public and private sector attended the event, which 
raised funds to benefit the Witte Museum’s Center for Rivers 
and Aquifers and the San Antonio River Foundation. 

SARA’s main goal was to bring focus to the San Antonio 
River. Bexar County Judge Nelson Wolff and SARA Board of 
Directors Chairman Michael W. Lackey, P.E. gave opening 
remarks and welcomed everyone in the audience. The San 
Antonio River also made a special appearance in a video 
where she shared her cultural and historical significance 
to the San Antonio community as well as the threats she’s 
currently facing due to flooding and stormwater issues. 

Before the panel discussion took place, San Antonio Clean 
Technology founder and creator of the Water Forum Michael 
Burke was joined by last year’s Water for Life Award winner, 
SARA General Manager Suzanne Scott, to present the finalists 
for this year’s award. Dr. Andrew Sansom was the recipient 
of this year’s award for his work with the Meadows Center 

for Water and the Environment, whose mission is to inspire 
research and leadership that ensures clean, abundant water 
for the environment and all humanity. 

Moderator Robert Rivard led a panel composed of City of San 
Antonio Mayor Ron Nirenberg, Texas House Representative 
and Natural Resource Chairman Lyle Larson, President of the 
River Network Nicole Silk and Suzanne Scott. The panelists 
shared their thoughts on topics that included water quality, 
Hurricane Harvey and impervious cover regulations and the 
effect these have on the future of the San Antonio River. 
While the panelists agree that many positive changes have 
taken place over the past few decades that have helped 
improve the quality of the San Antonio River, they also agree 
that much more work needs to take place to ensure that this 
resource is preserved and protected for future generations. 

Want to learn more about the San Antonio River? Visit 
Watershed Wise section at www.sara-tx.org to discover the 
many ways you can do your part to protect and preserve our 
river for generations to come. 

By Yviand Serbones-Hernandez, Community Relations Coordinator

SARA Hosts Water Forum VIII – River Reflections
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Sitting quietly on the banks of 
the San Antonio River in Goliad, 
TX, I heard strange animal calls 
coming from the very large 
trees on the opposite bank. 
The racket ranged from shrill 
calls to murmurs and raspy 
shudders. Suddenly, I saw a 
flash of green dart straight 
toward the tree branch hanging 
above my head. Peering down 
at me, clambering down branch 
after branch, was a Green Jay 
(Cyanocorax yncas).

To the untrained eye, one might mistake the Green Jay for 
a small parrot because of its bright green body and blue 
head. I followed it along with its small family flock to Branch 
Nature Park in downtown Goliad. I should not have been too 
surprised to see them here; South Texas is the most northern 

tip of the jay’s range which extends to South America. This 
family consisted of the parents, this year’s fledglings, and 
their year-old offspring which scientists note act as defenders 
of the family. 

The Green Jays became overly curious as I picnicked, even 
stealing my granola bar scraps when I wasn’t looking! The 
Green Jay enjoys eating an omnivorous diet of acorns (which 
they often cache for later), grains, insects, worms, and fruit, 
and are able to quickly adapt foraging strategies to changing 
environments. This adaptability is a factor in their ever-
increasing population size and geographical expansion in 
Texas. Green Jays will even use stick tools to fish food items 
from tough-to-reach spots and thorny sticks to build nests for 
protection.

My time with the Green Jay flock made me feel like Snow 
White with her forest animals. Next time, I’ll keep my lunch 
items protected from the bold and inquisitive birds so that 
the San Antonio River can provide their habitat needs and to 
ensure that they remain wild and wonderful. 

By Carrie Merson, Education Specialist

South Texas Natives 
Green Jay (Cyanocorax yncas)
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RETURN SERVICE REQUESTED

When we learned in September that the 
San Antonio River was the recipient of the 
Thiess International Riverprize for 2017, 
we were so proud that the culmination 
of decades of hard work, investment and 
support of the San Antonio River by so 
many had finally been recognized by 

our peers from throughout the world. The world has now 
recognized what we have always known, that the San Antonio 
River, from its headwaters to the coast, is a valued natural 
resource equal to the great rivers of the world. 

We in the world of river management consider this the 
Premier International River Award because of the caliber of 
rivers that apply for it annually. The San Antonio River is in 
good company with internationally recognized rivers such as 
the River Rhine, River Thames, St. John River, Danube River 
and Alexander River, just to name a few. 

 The 2017 competition was stiff with a record number of 
entries. The award recognizes inspiring initiatives that 
demonstrate the best in watershed restoration, stewardship 
and management. We view the Riverprize as a well-earned 
international recognition and validation for the support, 

investment and protection the community and its leaders 
have given the San Antonio River for decades.

The San Antonio River enjoys the benefit of having many 
friends. It is through recognition like the Riverprize that we 
are reminded of our responsibility as stewards to protect 
our natural resources particularly within an area of growing 
population and thriving economy. We must ensure that our 
policies and actions consider impacts on the quality and 
quantity of the water in the river and protect the health of its 
ecosystem. Our personal behaviors can also impact the river’s 
health, including proper disposal of trash, picking up pet 
waste and reducing runoff from property. These are all steps 
we can take to protect the river.

As a point of personal reflection, I grew up not far from the 
San Antonio River and have had the privilege of working 
alongside the passionate stewards of the river at the San 
Antonio River Authority for 17 years. I enjoy looking out at the 
river every day from my office and admire the role it plays in 
connecting us to our past, to each other and to nature. It is 
with great pride that we congratulate the San Antonio River 
for receiving the prestigious International Riverprize.

By Suzanne Scott, General Manager

The San Antonio River Receives 
International Accolades


