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The summer of 2017 was a very significant 
time for me. Within the span of three months, 
I interned at the City of San Antonio’s Office 
of Sustainability, completed my 4-year 
undergraduate career as a first-generation 
student (debt free), and landed a limited term 
employee position as a Geographic Information 
System (GIS) Analyst for the San Antonio 
River Authority (River Authority) . When I told 
my family that I had been hired at the River 
Authority, they were so happy for me that 
my dad, 9 days after my start date, actually walked into 
a meeting with an edible arrangement and a card that 
he signed, “So proud of you!!! -Dad.” It was sweet and 
embarrassing at the same time, but so special to me that I 
saved his card and hung it in my office as a reminder of my 
journey and my mission in life. 

Since I can remember, I’ve always wanted to do something 
for the environment. It began with my participation in school 
science fairs. The creation of a recycling program at my high 
school lead to my decision to study environmental geoscience 

at Texas A&M University. Looking at the big 
picture, I am happy with the trajectory of my 
life, not to say that everything has been perfect, 
because it hasn’t, but I have been lucky enough 
to do what I am most passionate about. I am 
grateful to be a full-time employee now, working 
on projects and efforts designed to better our 
natural systems with individuals equally as 
passionate, if not more, about environmental 
issues. In my eyes, the River Authority is a great 
place to work if you live in 

our four-county jurisdiction and want to make a lasting 
positive impact. 

Recently, I have worked with the Environmental Sciences 
Department on the Water Quality Bacteria Dashboard. It 
is a web mapping application that uses spatial analysis, 
cartography, and modern mapping technology to display 
multiple visualizations of the most current water quality 
monitoring station information throughout the San Antonio 
River Basin. This and other helpful GIS tools are available to 
the public on the River Authority website at sara-tx.org. 

The San Antonio River Authority (River 
Authority) is excited to announce that 
the Martinez IV Wastewater Treatment 
Plant (WWTP) in Saint Hedwig, is the 
recipient of the Envision Silver award from 
the Institute for Sustainable Infrastructure 
(ISI). Martinez IV is the River Authority’s 

newest WWTP and the first WWTP in the state of Texas to 
receive such an accolade. The plant underwent a stringent 
and comprehensive third-party verification process against 
the ISI’s Envision framework. The framework examines the 
impact of sustainable infrastructure projects through five 
categories: Quality of Life, Leadership, Resource Allocation, 
Natural World, and Climate and Resilience. These key 
areas contribute to the positive social, economic, and 
environmental impacts on a community. 

One of the ways the Martinez IV WWTP met the Resource 
Allocation category was through onsite renewable solar 
energy, which provides 41.5% of energy use for process 
equipment. For the Natural World category, invasive 

species were removed from the site and native species were 
reestablished, including milkweed to serve as a habitat for 
monarch butterflies. In terms of the Climate and Resilience 
category, the plant is designed with long-term climate 
considerations in mind, including being positioned outside 
the 500-year floodplain to reduce risks from flooding, which 
exceeds the regulatory requirement of just being outside of 
the 100-year floodplain.

The Martinez IV WWTP was built to help accommodate 
the significant population growth of the surrounding 
communities including the neighborhoods of Milligan Grove, 
Heathers Place, Hallies Ranch, Sage Meadows, Ashers Place, 
Palmoa, Summer Hill, and Knox Ridge. This plant will help 
the River Authority advance its strategic planning goals by 
increasing service delivery of the utility enterprise and being 
a leader in sustainable development practices. This award 
would not have been possible without the collaboration and 
synergy between MGC Contractors, Freese and Nichols, and 
the River Authority.

SARA MENDIOLA, SENIOR GIS ANALYST

Employee Highlight 

JIM CAMPBELL, BOARD MEMBER, BEXAR COUNTY DISTRICT 4

First in Texas to Receive 
Envision Award
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September 2019 marks the start of the fifth year the 
San Antonio River Authority (River Authority) has been 
providing incentives for Green Stormwater Infrastructure. 
Over the last four years, the Watershed Wise Rebate 
Program has provided over $1.6 Million to fund 25 
projects. Of the 25 projects, 13 are completed and 
functioning to remove bacteria and suspended solids 
from stormwater runoff. This treatment contributes to 
improved water quality in the San Antonio River.

The Watershed Wise Rebate Program provides funds 
to build stormwater treatment projects using a variety 
of Low Impact Development (LID) methods. LID is 
a design approach modeled after nature to manage 
stormwater runoff in a manner that mimics natural 
hydrologic processes. The LID approach provides benefits 
for water quality and mitigates negative impacts of 
stormwater runoff on downstream resources including 
creeks and rivers. LID includes the use of structural 
best management practices (BMPs) such as rain 
gardens, bioswales, cisterns, and green roofs. LID BMPs 

improve water quality by filtering pollutants washed 
off impervious surfaces, like rooftops, parking lots, and 
streets, before being diverted to a stormwater collection 
system that drains into a creek or river. Pollutants can 
come from the air (pollen and dust), vehicles, roads, 
and parking lots (oils, gas, brake dust, and rubber), and 
lawns (herbicides, pesticides, fertilizer, and bacteria). LID 
manages and treats stormwater as close to the source 
as possible, at the same time treating stormwater as a 
resource rather than a nuisance.

The River Authority’s vision is to inspire actions 
for healthy creeks and rivers. By incentivizing the 
implementation of Green Stormwater Infrastructure, 
we hope to educate developers and builders to the 
economic and environmental benefits of LID and 
encourage community support for the use of sustainable 
development techniques. More information about the 
Watershed Wise Rebate Program and sustainable actions 
you can take are at sara-tx.org. 
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The San Antonio River is often assumed 
to be only a part the City of San Antonio 
metroplex. However, the river flows 
through the entire jurisdiction of the San 
Antonio River Authority (River Authority), 
including Bexar, Wilson, Karnes, and 
Goliad counties, before its confluence with 

the Guadalupe River. The River Authority’s vision is to inspire 
actions for healthy creeks and rivers, and the River Authority 
board and staff members are all committed to safe, clean, 
and enjoyable creeks and rivers throughout the entire San 
Antonio River Watershed. 

The River Authority Board of Directors holds its October 
Regular Board Meeting each year in either Wilson, Karnes, 
or Goliad County to help maintain a strong relationship 
with the southern basin communities. It is a tradition of 
the River Authority Board to rotate the meeting venue 
between these three southern basin counties on an annual 

basis as an alternative to the normal meeting location at 
River Authority’s main office in San Antonio. This year, on 
Wednesday, October 16, the Board of Directors will meet 
at 1:30 p.m. in the Julie Wimberley Building in Goliad. Staff 
will present and report on programs and plans focused on 
Wilson, Karnes, and Goliad counties. Presentation topics 
include a legislation update regarding statewide flood 
planning, the Fresh Water Mussel Study, the new Water 
Quality Dashboard, and development of nature-based parks, 
such as the Escondido Creek Parkway in Kenedy and Branch 
River Park in Goliad.

Please join us and learn more about the ways in which the 
River Authority has been keeping its commitment to safe, 
clean, and enjoyable creeks and rivers throughout the San 
Antonio River Watershed. The River Authority’s board 
meeting agendas and past meeting minutes are available at 
sara-tx.org.

JACOB AALFS, LANDSCAPE ARCHITECT

ALICIA LOTT COWLEY, BOARD MEMBER, GOLIAD COUNTY

Board Meeting in Goliad - October 16



The last remaining natural, unchannelized section of the 
San Antonio River Walk is getting some attention. The San 
Antonio River Authority (River Authority) is collaborating 
with the U.S. Army Corps of Engineers (USACE) and the City 
of San Antonio Parks Department to perform a feasibility 
study of potential project alternatives to restore the aquatic 
and riparian ecosystems of the San Antonio River in a section 
of Brackenridge Park from E. Mulberry Ave. to US Hwy 281. 
This portion of the river is excellent for birding and fishing 
as channel catfish, largemouth bass, and spotted gar have 
been observed in this area. Unfortunately, erosion is quickly 
degrading the river stability and previous studies have 
identified an extensive presence of invasive flora and fauna 
threatening the natural habitat. Current activities in the park, 
such as parking along the bank, are also contributing to bank 
erosion and loss of native trees. 

In an effort to restore and sustain the native life in this 
section of the river, the USACE and River Authority are 
conducting the River Road Aquatic Ecosystem Restoration 
Feasibility Study. The Study will identify potential projects 
and scientifically evaluate these projects for their impact 
and cost effectiveness. This feasibility study will bring River 

Authority experts together with various state and federal 
natural resource agency experts to collect field data on the 
current condition of the area and apply habitat models to 
predict the future conditions of each project scenario. This is 
a critical step towards the potential funding of the design and 
construction of a restoration project. 

This study is being conducted under a USACE program 
that can potentially provide future funding for ecosystem 
restoration strategies such as bank stabilization and 
natural channel structures; invasive species removal and 
replacement with native vegetation; park amenities and 
reconfiguration of vehicular and pedestrian access to remove 
sources of degradation; and other habitat enhancement 
features. A public scoping meeting was held with 
stakeholders on August 13 to gather community feedback 
and ideas regarding the project. As the local sponsor, the 
River Authority has facilitated the public input process to 
develop the ecosystem restoration plan and implement a 
potential future project. We are excited to see the results of 
this study and continue our conversation with the River Road 
community about the last natural reach of the San Antonio 
River Walk. 
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AARIN TEAGUE, PH.D, SENIOR ENGINEER

River Road Restoration

                      F A L L

2019

A lack of stream buffer and bank protection has eroded the 
banks of the San Antonio River resulting in a degradation 

of water quality and loss of aquatic habitat.

River Authority Personnel monitor the 
San Antonio River to track changes in 
the stream bed and aquatic species. 
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During 2015, the San Antonio River Authority (River 
Authority) began a multi-year study to document the 
abundance and diversity of birds using the restored 
habitat in the Mission Reach Ecosystem Restoration and 
Recreation Project along the San Antonio River Walk. Data 
was collected for a 3-year period beginning in December 
2015 through December 2018. The study indicates that 
the restored urban river and riparian habitats are providing 
opportunities for birds throughout the year and throughout 
the Mission Reach project area. 

The findings show that the intensive restoration and 
management efforts to provide quality habitat have been 
successful for the avian community within the Mission Reach. 
A total of 201 bird species and over 62,000 individuals were 
recorded actively using the restored habitat in and along 
the San Antonio River. Noteworthy records include Interior 
Least Tern, a Federally-listed Endangered subspecies of 
Least Tern; Black-capped Vireo, a State-listed Endangered 
Species; Cassin’s Kingbird, a western species that had only 
been recorded once in Bexar County prior to the recorded 
observation in the study; Lazuli Bunting, a passage migrant 
that is very rare in the eastern 2/3 of the state; Hooded 
Oriole, a scarce resident in southern Texas that is a rare 
visitor as far north as San Antonio; Black-billed Cuckoo, 
a scarce coastal migrant that is very rare inland; and Bald 
Eagle, a low-density resident in the region that is rarely 
seen in large cities. Additionally, a variety of other species 

indicative of the habitat restoration’s success have been 
identified during the study including range-restricted 
species, wary species, and habitat specialists.

The diversity of restored habitat types that vary from aquatic 
environments to prairie, savanna, scrub shrub, and young 
woodland is providing opportunities for a wide diversity 
of birds. At any time of year, many different birds can be 
readily heard and seen from the trail along the Mission 
Reach. Although there are great opportunities to find birds 
throughout the year, some general patterns have emerged 
from the study which show increased presence of species 
during annual migrations including April and May in the 
spring, and September in the fall. These periods also tend 
to be the best time to see the many wildflowers and the 
pollinators they attract in the restored habitats. 

The study has helped us understand the Mission Reach 
river ecosystem better, and provides a foundation for future 
surveys in order to continue documenting and analyzing 
the benefits being provided for birds by the restoration and 
management activities through time. Limited surveys are 
scheduled to continue in the short term, and more detailed 
surveys are anticipated to be completed in the future for 
comparative analysis of the data. Details about the study and 
other information including site photos, suggested loop trails, 
and the Mission Reach Avian Study Final Report 2015-2019 
can be found at sara-tx.org.

LEE MARLOWE, SUSTAINABLE LANDSCAPE ECOLOGIST

Three-Year Avian Study 
Complete on the Mission Reach

Blackburnian Warbler (Setophaga fusca)
Photo by Martin Reid

American Redstart (Setophaga ruticilla)
Photo by Martin Reid



BARRY WALKER, COMMUNITY RELATIONS COORDINATOR 

In spring of 2019, the San Antonio River Authority (River Authority) hosted our second 

annual public photo contest, featuring submissions from Bexar, Wilson, Karnes, and Goliad 

counties. The River Clicks photo contest is designed to enhance community appreciation 

of the San Antonio River Basin by celebrating its beauty through photography. 

Participants are encouraged to take photos while out enjoying their favorite creek or 

river, River Authority park, or even their own backyard. Photos are then submitted to 

the contest, for free, online. The contest featured a panel of judges from a range of 

professional backgrounds who selected the best photos from Bexar, Wilson, Karnes, and 

Goliad counties and other categories including “Creeks and Rivers,” “Animals,” “Student,” 

“Recreation,” and “Plants.” Two unique categories included the “People’s Choice” category, 

in which the public voted online for their favorite photo, and the “Special Category,” which 

highlighted the 10-year anniversary of the opening of the Museum Reach section of the 

San Antonio River Walk.

Over 600 photos were entered and the winning photographers all received prize 

packages. The winning photos were also exhibited during the month of September in 

Bexar, Wilson, Karnes, and Goliad counties and were used to make note cards and a 2020 

calendar that will be given away at upcoming River Authority events. The winning photos 

will remain on display at the River Authority Headquarters through summer 2020.

The River Authority will open the next River Clicks photo contest in February 2020. Be on 

the lookout for more information at sara-tx.org!



Plants Category Winner
Photo by Roberta Williams

Judge’s Best Category Winner - Goliad County 
Photo by Robin Alaniz

Judge’s Best Category Winner - Karnes County
Photo by Eric Dziuk

Judge’s Best Category Winner - Wilson County 
Photo by Mavis Woodard

8



Robert Burton • 2019 San Antonio River Authority River Clicks Photo Contest, People’s Choice Winner



Fernando Aguirre • 2019 San Antonio River Authority River Clicks Photo Contest, 
 Museum Reach 10th Anniversary Category Winner
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Recreation Category Winner
Photo by Cruz Garcia III

Creeks and Rivers Category Winner
Photo by Denise Gomez Markowski

Judge’s Best Category Winner - Bexar County 
Photo by Oscar Gonzalez

Animals Category Winner 
Photo by Louie Uranga

Student Category Winner
Photo by Siouxi A. Silva Veracruz 



Diverse wildlife flourishes along the San Antonio River, just 
outside the sphere of most human observation. So, while 
on a hike along the river, a slight movement in the brush, or 
dark eyes on a still, grey-brown body, a flash of white tail 
followed by a mad zigzag dash of fur, means you may have 
chanced upon an Eastern cottontail rabbit! 

It is admirable to think of how a small prey animal like a 
rabbit manages to survive in the big world of carnivores 
like owls, hawks, and coyotes. The Eastern cottontail rabbit 
(Sylvilagus floridanus) is the smallest of the three species 
of rabbits in Texas. They weigh about two to three pounds 
and employ some interesting adaptation techniques.

Cottontails can exceed speeds of eighteen miles per 
hour and an illusion of greater speed is created by the 
zigzag pattern they usually run. The cottontail will also 
freeze, motionless, relying on its ability to blend into its 
surroundings to escape detection. Even though they have 
a high mortality with a death rate up to 85 percent per 

year, this species is abundant because they reproduce 
sometimes up to eight times per year!

Cottontails “cavort,” a courtship ritual where males and 
females race around, hopping, and even fighting prior to 
mating. Their babies are born blind and hairless and their 
homes are usually depressions in the ground, located 
in tall grass or brushy areas with fur-lined nests. These 
prey animals prefer habitat next to creeks and rivers, 
and they can be found throughout the San Antonio River 
Basin, including along the Mission Reach section of the 
San Antonio River Walk because the River Authority 
is successfully maintaining the natural balance of the 
ecosystem.

You can show your River Pride by exploring the wild and 
scenic San Antonio River. Who knows, you may surprise 
an elusive Eastern cottontail rabbit, and he may display 
his “freeze” tactic, or even better, give you a glimpse of his 
speed!

MINNA PAUL, EDUCATION COORDINATOR

South Texas Natives
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In September 2017, the San 
Antonio River was awarded 
the Thiess International 
Riverprize, which is the world’s 
foremost award in river 
basin management. The San 
Antonio River Authority (River 
Authority) was privileged to 
bring home this prestigious 
recognition for the San 
Antonio River.

In honor of winning the 
International Riverprize, staff 
from the River Authority 
recorded a paddling trip from San Antonio to Seadrift to 
provide a virtual tour showcasing the beauty and history of 
the San Antonio River. It took 23 days to complete the nearly 
260-mile trip. It was accomplished over individual day trips 
spread out over several months in 2017 and 2018, which 
helped capture difference seasons on the river for the film. 

The film begins near the headwaters of the San Antonio 
River in urban Bexar County, and it shows the economic 
success of the San Antonio River Walk, including the 
Museum Reach, which recently celebrated its 10th 
anniversary, and the historic downtown section of the River 
Walk. The paddling trip continues through the Mission Reach 
segment of the San Antonio River Walk, which is recognized 
globally as a successful example of urban ecosystem 
restoration and supports the San Antonio Missions World 
Heritage Site designation. 

Beyond the San Antonio River Walk, the paddling trip enters 

southern Bexar County and 
goes through Wilson, Karnes, 
and Goliad counties, a largely 
rural region dedicated to 
farming, ranching, mining, oil 
and gas production, and eco- 
and cultural tourism. A short 
distance away from the small 
town of Tivoli, the roughly 
240-mile journey of the San 
Antonio River comes to end 
at its confluence with the 
Guadalupe River. From here, 
the paddling trip continues 
on the Guadalupe River 

approximately 11 more miles before entering San Antonio 
Bay and the Gulf of Mexico where freshwater inflows support 
the endangered Whooping Crane and a thriving coastal 
economy. Once reaching the bay, there are 6 more miles to 
paddle across the open water to reach Seadrift.

The film, From San Antonio to Seadrift: Paddling the San 
Antonio River, had its premiere in June 2019 at the River 
Authority’s Environmental Film Festival. It is now available 
for viewing on the homepage of the River Authority’s new 
website, which encourages the public to “Be River Proud.” 
You can show your River Pride by watching the 26-minute 
film in its entirety or by watching five shorter videos that 
were made by separating the full film into individual sections 
about Bexar, Wilson, Karnes, and Goliad counties and the 
bay and estuary section of the paddling trip.

We hope the film inspires actions for healthy creeks and 
rivers! You can watch it now at sara-tx.org.

Learn more about paddling on 
the San Antonio River by visiting 
sara-tx.org or these popular social 
media sites. 

 
 
        @sanantonioriver

STEVEN SCHAUER, DIRECTOR OF GOVERNMENT & PUBLIC AFFAIRS

From San Antonio to Seadrift
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WILSON COUNTY HOUSEHOLD 
HAZARDOUS WASTE 

WILSON COUNTY PRECINCT 4 YARD 
Saturday, October 19 

8 a.m. – Noon

27th ANNUAL MISSIONS TOUR 
DE GOLIAD BIKE RIDE 

BRANCH RIVER PARK 
Saturday, October 20 • 8 a.m.

MUSEUM REACH BAT WALKS   
SAN ANTONIO RIVER MUSEUM REACH 

October 21, 22 & 24 
6:30 p.m. – 7:30 p.m.

MUSEUM REACH 
HAUNTED WALKS 

SAN ANTONIO RIVER MUSEUM REACH 
Saturday, October 29 & 30 

7 p.m. – 8 p.m.

BE RIVER PROUD 
KAYAKING SERIES 

CANOE TRAIL GOLIAD FALL FLOTILLA 
Saturday, November 2 

9 a.m. – 11 a.m.

COMMUNITY DRUM CIRCLE 
SAN PEDRO CREEK CULTURE PARK 

Tuesday, November 12 
7 p.m. – 8 p.m.

5th ANNUAL PECAN JUBILEE & 
DESSERT BAKE-OFF CONTEST 
JOHN WILLIAM HELTON NATURE PARK 

Saturday, November 16 
11 a.m. – 4 p.m.

10th ANNUAL MUSEUM REACH 
RIVER OF LIGHTS KICK-OFF  
SAN ANTONIO RIVER MUSEUM REACH 

Saturday, December 7  
6 p.m. – 9 p.m. 

ILLUME 
MAKING SPIRITS BRIGHT 
SAN PEDRO CREEK CULTURE PARK 

Saturday, December 14 
6 p.m. – 9 p.m.

Upcoming Events

Pouring and washing fats, oils and grease 
down the drain causes grease, build-up in pipes 
leading to major damage and restricts the flow of 
wastewater from homes and businesses. Clogged 
pipes overflow in homes, businesses and along 
wastewater lines resulting in increased costs to 
residents and business owners and contamination 
to area creeks and rivers. 

Learn more about properly disposing of 
fats, oils, and grease, along with other 
Be River Proud tips, at sara-tx.org.
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• Animal Fats
• Butter
• Dairy 

Products
• Desserts

• Dressings
• Food 

Scraps
• Lard
• Margarine

• Oils
• Sauces
• Shortening
• Soups

FOG-Heavy Foods

For details on these events and others, please visit sara-tx.org.



The Nature of Americans National Report confirmed that preoccupation 
with electronics, as well as shifts in societal values, are pulling people away 
from the natural world, making it “increasingly normal to spend little time 
outside.” According to two studies out of the University of Michigan, children 
spend an average of 4-7 minutes per day outdoors each day as compared to 
7.5 hours per day using entertainment media.

An increase in health risks and conditions associated with a sedentary 
lifestyle have led to doctors writing prescriptions of time in nature to their 
patients. Medical professionals and researches know that spending time 
outdoors interacting with nature can lead to a range of health benefits 
including improved vision, cognition, attention, and memory. Additionally, 
outdoor activities can reduce depression, blood pressure, heart rate, muscle 
tension, and the production of stress hormones. 

The San Antonio River Authority (River Authority) operates and maintains 
more than 500 acres of family parks throughout the San Antonio River Basin 
for recreation and relaxation, which contain more than 25 miles of hike and 
bike trails, over 45 miles of paddling trails, and in addition to picnic areas and 
playgrounds, there are even two disc golf courses. 

Unfortunately, there are some who have yet to enjoy recreating along the 
San Antonio River. To help remedy this, the River Authority sought and 
recently received a grant from the Texas Parks and Wildlife Department 
(TPWD) to enhance recreation opportunities to under-represented and 
under-served communities, as defined by TPWD as “inner-city, rural, low-
income, minority, female, physically/mentally challenged, and youth-at-risk 
citizens.” 

The Community Outdoor Outreach Program (COOP), created in 1996 
and managed by TPWD, offers grant funding to tax-exempt, nonprofit 
organizations, municipalities, universities, and local school districts for 
programming related to environmental and conservation programs, as well 
as TPWD-related outdoor activities to underserved communities. Activities 
include camping, hiking, fishing, kayaking, archery, birding, and outdoor 
service projects.

In May, the River Authority was awarded close to $33,000 from the highly 
competitive TPWD COOP grant to pay for equipment and transportation, 
which will provide recreational opportunities to underserved populations. 
Fishing and kayaking on the San Antonio River as well as camping at the 
John William Helton San Antonio River Nature Park are just some of the 
adventures River Authority staff will have with citizens across our four-
county district. Partners in this initiative include TPWD, Girls Inc., Young 
Women’s Leadership Academy, and Girl Scouts of Southwest Texas. 

Underserved groups interested in participating with the River Authority 
in COOP funded recreational activities are encouraged to contact Nicki 
Apostolow, Park Program Coordinator, at napostolow@sara-tx.org or by 
calling (210) 302-3252. To learn more about recreation opportunities offered 
by the River Authority, visit sara-tx.org. 

NICKI APOSTOLOW, PARKS PROGRAM COORDINATOR

Texas Parks & Wildlife 
COOP Grant 
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100 E. Guenther St. 
San Antonio, TX 78204 

As you read in this issue, Steven Schauer 
recently debuted a documentary film 
featuring the San Antonio River. This 
project was a personal labor of love for 
Steven as well as a professional goal 
to introduce more people to the natural 
beauty of the San Antonio River and 

expand appreciation for this treasured resource.

As Steven filmed his movie, he also captured beautiful video 
of miles of the river few people have ever seen. This footage 
is now available on our website to share as a virtual tour 
of the San Antonio River through Bexar, Wilson, Karnes, 
and Goliad counties and down to San Antonio Bay. The 
San Antonio River and its tributaries are amazing natural 
and cultural resources supporting vital habitat for fish and 
wildlife, providing water for agricultural and industry, and 

fueling tourism from San Antonio to the coast.  

The San Antonio River is also the star of our recently 
launched “Be River Proud” initiative.  The River Authority is 
proud of the role entrusted to us to serve as stewards of the 
creeks and rivers of the San Antonio River Basin, and we 
show our River Pride in the work we do each day. The “Be 
River Proud” initiative, however, is not simply about the River 
Authority; the overarching point of the initiative highlights 
that the river belongs to all of us and that we all have a role 
in protecting it. One way to do that is to visit the San Antonio 
River, enjoy its recreational resources, and experience its rich 
ecosystem. You can show your River Pride by visiting one of 
the River Authority’s many nature-based parks and paddling 
trails, or, thanks to Steven, you can experience the river 
virtually on our website at sara-tx.org.

SUZANNE SCOTT, GENERAL MANAGER

Putting the River in the Spotlight
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