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In drought-stricken South Texas, most 
people are glad to see the rain for the 
benefit it brings to recharging aquifers and 
watering parched lawns. However, the 
San Antonio River has another opinion.

SARA’s General Manager Suzanne Scott 
was one of this year’s TEDxSanAntonio 
speakers. Her speech, titled 
“Confessions of the San Antonio 
River,” is now available online at 
www.tedxsanantonio.com/2014-

speakers/suzanne-b-scott.



The San Antonio River Authority (SARA) is focused on 

achieving results and improving stormwater water quality, 

riparian health, and the appearance of our creeks and 

river . The Environmental Protection Agency (EPA) has said 

that non-point source pollution is the leading remaining 

cause of water quality problems in the nation and our 

community . A land management practice known as Low 

Impact Development (LID) will play a critical role in the 

solution to this challenge . LID is an integrated site design 

approach for addressing hydrologic, water quality, and 

environmental impacts often associated with conventional 

land development . The goal of LID site design is to reduce 

stormwater runoff and to treat pollutant loads where they 

are generated . It has been demonstrated in many parts of 

the county that LID can proactively reduce peak flood flows 

and stormwater pollutant loads . Several local strategic 

initiatives have begun to promote LID as a sustainable 

business practice for both the public and private sectors . 

SARA, in partnership with the City of San Antonio and Bexar 

County, hopes to grow the use of LID in new development 

and re-development . To that end, SARA’s proposed target for 

land sustainability in the SA2020 Vision is:

Target: 20 percent of new development (public and 

private) have Low Impact Development elements within 

the design and/or be designed and permitted as low impact 

development incorporating the best management practices, 

rules, and requirements in accordance with the San Antonio 

River Basin LID Manual for San Antonio .

SARA is doing many things to help promote and grow the 

use of LID including, training design professionals, increasing 

public awareness, development of a regional LID design 

manual, and as a voluntary option, making it easier to get 

plats approved as LID . Want to learn more about LID and why 

it makes sense in our communities? Go to SARA’s website 

page at www.sara-tx.org or feel free to contact me, Steve 

Graham, Assistant General Manager, at (210) 302-3622, or 

e-mail me at sgraham@sara-tx.org . 

By Steve Graham

The San Antonio River 
Authority (SARA) was 
present at the International 
Riversymposium hosted by the 
International RiverFoundation 
this past September in 
Canberra, Australia. This 
annual conference brings 
together global leaders of river 
management and restoration. 
The highlight of the symposium 
is the presentation of the 

prestigious Thiess International Riverprize, an award that 
is given to those who have developed and implemented 
outstanding, visionary and sustainable programs in river 
management. SARA was at the symposium to represent 
the San Antonio River, which was one of four finalists for 
this year’s Thiess International Riverprize recognition, 
along with the River Rhine (Europe), Glenelg River 
(Australia) and Petitcodiac River (Canada). 

The International Commission for the Protection of the 
Rhine ultimately received the 2014 award for bringing 
Europe’s River Rhine back to life following a devastating 
chemical accident in 1986, which wiped out nearly all 

biological life. Although the San Antonio River did not win 
this year’s award, being recognized as an International 
Riverprize finalist is high praise not only for SARA, 
but for all our governmental partners and community 
stakeholders. The International RiverFoundation 
received 14 applications for the 2014 Thiess International 
Riverprize, which was first awarded in 1999, and has 
grown to become one of the world’s most prestigious 
environmental awards.

John Berry, United States Ambassador to Australia, 
provided a congratulatory letter to SARA following the 
2014 International Riversymposium held in Canberra, 
Australia. Ambassador Berry stated, “Congratulations 
to the entire team at the San Antonio River Authority 
for representing the United States as a finalist in the 
2014 International Riverprize Competition. This is 
certainly a well-deserved recognition of the San Antonio 
River Authority’s outstanding leadership in watershed 
conservation and sustainability.”

I wish to echo Ambassador Berry’s sentiment by 
congratulating SARA and all our governmental and 
community partners for helping to make the San Antonio 
River internationally recognized for outstanding, visionary 
and sustainable river management.

By Thomas G. Weaver, SARA Board Member, Bexar County District 4

SARA’s Goals - Measuring Up

Prestigious Riverprize Nomination
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Larry Dennis began his 

career with the San 

Antonio River Authority 

(SARA) on September 

30, 1991 in the Utilities 

Operations Department 

as an Operations 

Specialist . Sadly, Larry 

passed on November 

16, 2013 . Larry was 

a proud husband and 

father of one daughter and two sons . Larry enjoyed spending 

time with his family, and was an avid sports fan . Larry was 

a dedicated water quality professional . Throughout his 22 

years at SARA, he only took one week of vacation and rarely 

took a sick day . He was known by his peers for kindness and 

compassion for others . Throughout the organization he would 

volunteer to work extra holidays and extended shifts to allow 

his coworkers to spend more time with their families . Larry 

also had a love for animals . On occasion, a lost or abandoned 

animal would find their way into the utility plant grounds and 

Larry would make sure the animals were fed . He would go 

as far as coming in on his days off to care for these animals . 

Larry cherished his time at SARA . When asked, he would 

describe it as, “The best job I ever had .” Larry showed his 

appreciation for the opportunities that he was given through 

his commitment to teamwork by making himself available 

whenever he was needed . Larry’s strong work ethic and 

his compassion for others will be missed by all that had the 

pleasure of knowing him . Even though Larry is gone, his spirit 

will live on in all of us here at SARA .

Mark R . Sorenson began 

his career at the San 

Antonio River Authority 

(SARA) on September 15, 

2003 and provided more 

than a decade of valued 

public service until his 

untimely passing on July 

9, 2014 . Mark leaves 

behind his wife, daughter 

and son, along with a 

sister and two brothers, 

one being a twin . 

He was not only an accomplished engineer with decades of 

valuable experience and knowledge, Mark was a dedicated 

public servant . His no-nonsense approach helped to navigate 

a complex partnership with multiple entities to execute 

the San Antonio River Improvements Project . He gained the 

respect of the elected officials and staff at the city and 

county because he never lost sight of the importance of 

delivering the project . In November, SARA’s Mission Reach 

Operations Center was dedicated in his memory as a tribute 

to his legacy of quality project delivery of the Museum 

Reach and Mission Reach . Mark’s expert engineering and 

project management, respect for and from his co-workers, 

connection with the community, cooperation with project 

partners and “Git-R-Done” approach transformed the San 

Antonio River for future generations to enjoy . 

In tribute to his legacy, Friends of Mark Sorenson have 

endowed a Scholarship in the Zachry Department of Civil 

Engineering at Texas A&M University . Engineering students 

from high schools in Bexar, Wilson, Karnes and Goliad 

counties with interest in public service will be considered for 

the scholarship .
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In Memoriam

The San Antonio River Authority remembers 
two dear family members.



The San Antonio River Authority (SARA) proudly announced 

the grand opening of SARA’s Mission Reach Operations 

Center on November 19, 2014 . The operations center covers 

13,400 square feet of space, near Acequia Park, along the 

Mission Reach section of 

the San Antonio River Walk . 

The ceremony included the 

dedication of a monument 

honoring former SARA Senior 

Engineer, Mark R . Sorenson, 

who served as project 

manager for the Museum 

Reach and Mission Reach 

projects . Sorenson passed 

away July 9, 2014 after a 

tragic car accident .

The new Mission Reach 

Operations Center will 

provide SARA staff a central 

location to meet the agency’s 

responsibility to operate and 

maintain the eight miles of 

ecosystem restoration along 

the San Antonio River and the 

corresponding recreational 

opportunities associated with 

the Mission Reach project . 

The operations center facilities include three buildings 

for administration, storage and equipment maintenance . 

Additionally, SARA is seeking Leadership in Energy & 

Environmental Design, or LEED certification, from the U.S. 

Green Building Council for installation and construction of 

sustainable, water saving, energy efficiency features inside 

the operation center .

To meet SARA’s sustainability goals, the grounds of the 

Mission Reach Operations Center have several Low Impact 

Development (LID) best management practices to help treat 

stormwater runoff on site including three cisterns to capture 

rain water from the roofs . This practice can help minimize 

the “first flush” of pollutants leaving the property and the 

stored water can be used for irrigation in two newly installed 

rain gardens . 

Other LID elements include 

two filterras and vegetated 

filter strips which surround 

the property . These LID 

practices help to beautify 

the landscape and soak in 

stormwater to naturally filter 

out contaminants that might 

otherwise get washed down 

storm drains and into nearby 

waterways . 

The newly opened operations 

center also provides storage 

space for emergency response 

spill kits . The kits are 

strategically located in several 

place along the Mission 

Reach for quick response and 

containment of hazardous 

spills .

The celebration of the new Mission Reach Operations Center 

was tempered by the somber, yet joyful, remembrance of 

Mark Sorenson . His wife, other relatives and friends were 

in attendance as special guests to the grand opening with 

some receiving a special plaque in remembrance of Mark’s 

dedication and public service . The permanent monument 

recognizing Mark’s contributions was unveiled as it was 

announced that the Mark R . Sorenson Memorial Scholarship 

in Civil Engineering has also been established at his alma 

mater, Texas A&M University . (For more on Mark Sorenson, 

see previous page) .

By Gloria Rodriguez
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The Environmental Protection Agency (EPA) and other 

federal agencies involved in the Urban Waters Federal 

Partnership announced the designation of the San Antonio 

area as an Urban Waters location on October 29th . The 

City of San Antonio and San Antonio River Authority (SARA) 

are the local co-applicants of the Urban Waters Federal 

Partnership, which seeks 

to revitalize urban waters 

and the communities that 

surround them, transforming 

overlooked assets into 

treasured centerpieces and 

drivers of urban revival . The 

other local partners, including 

Bexar County, National Park 

Service (NPS), San Antonio 

Housing Authority (SAHA) and 

San Antonio Water System 

(SAWS), worked together with 

the City and SARA to nominate 

projects that look to reconnect people with urban waters 

by enhancing recreational opportunities, improving water 

quality, expanding community water resources and restoring 

and revitalizing urban creeks . 

As a large and rapidly growing urbanized area, the San 

Antonio region faces common environmental issues 

encountered by large cities: air and water pollution, 

industrial contaminants, flood control management and loss 

of natural habitats . San Antonio’s primary waterway, the San 

Antonio River, and many of its tributaries are surrounded by 

densely populated residential or commercial developments . 

Decades of growth and development have contributed to 

the damage of local riverine and riparian ecosystems that in 

some cases have isolated the populace from the rivers and 

streams that originally brought settlers to the greater San 

Antonio region .

Over the course of the past 15 years, Bexar County, the City 

of San Antonio, SARA, U .S . Army Corps of Engineers and 

other local stakeholders have made significant investments 

to restore and connect people to local waterways . Through 

a $384 .1 million investment, the world-renowned San 

Antonio River Walk was extended 13 miles north and south 

of its downtown section . 

The expansion included 

improved flood control, public 

art amenities, ecosystem 

restoration, recreational 

and economic development 

opportunities creating a 

15-mile linear park through 

the heart of the city . 

Furthermore, San Antonio 

voters have approved funding 

for a trail system along the 

city’s creeks three times since 

2000 . With the voter approved 

funding, 45 miles of trails have been developed and are open 

to the public and another 41-miles being built .

Many of the local partners have come together to construct 

highly successful projects such as the Museum and Mission 

Reaches along the San Antonio River . SARA and the other 

local partners believe building upon these past successes 

by broadening the collaboration and coordination with the 

federal family of agencies and utilizing their connections 

and resources will enhance projects that are already under 

development . 

The Urban Waters Federal Partnership intends to reconnect 

urban communities with their waterways by increasing 

federal and local communication and coordination . By 

collaborating with community-led revitalization efforts, 

the Urban Waters Federal Partnership will improve the 

By Yviand Serbones

San Antonio Area Designated as an 
Urban Waters Federal Partnership Location
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The Urban Waters Federal Partnership intends to 
reconnect urban communities with their waterways...
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economic, environmental and social benefits.

San Antonio-area projects presently in the Urban Waters 

Federal Partnership are:

• Brackish Groundwater Desalination;

• Olmos Basin/San Antonio Zoo Water Quality and 

Ecosystem Restoration;

• Eastside Promise Neighborhood/Wheatley Choice/Promise 

Zone and Salado Creek Greenway;

• San Pedro Creek Restoration;

• Westside Creeks Ecosystem Restoration; and

• San Antonio Missions World Heritage and Cultural 

Connections . 

Other San Antonio-area projects may be added in the 

future . More information about the Urban Waters Federal 

Partnership is available at www.urbanwaters.gov .



The San Antonio River Authority (SARA), in collaboration 
with the U.S. Geological Survey (USGS) and Guadalupe-
Blanco River Authority (GBRA), has compiled water 
quality data in and around the area of the Eagle Ford 
Shale Play to complete the report, Concentrations of 
Selected Constituents in Surface – Water and Streambed-
Sediment Samples Collected From Streams In and Near 
an Area of Oil and Natural – Gas Development, South – 
Central Texas, 2011 –13. 

SARA contributed approximately $187,000 and GBRA 
contributed $64,296 to complete the USGS study and 
report, which analyzed surface water and streambed 
sediment samples from sites in DeWitt, Karnes, Wilson, 
Bexar, Comal, Guadalupe, Goliad, Victoria and Refugio 
counties. USGS experts tested for more than 60 volatile 
organic compounds and over 90 semivolatile organic 
compounds that could potentially be associated with 
produced water. 

 “One of SARA’s top priorities is to monitor the water 
quality in the basin,” said Melissa Bryant, SARA Senior 
Engineer. “The purpose of the study was to establish 

baseline concentrations for a broad range of constituents, 

some of which may be associated with the oil and gas 

industry.” 

 SARA is continually monitoring water quality throughout 

the San Antonio River Watershed and the agency is 

moving forward with additional work in collaboration 

with the USGS near water bodies around hydraulic 

fracturing sites. Over the next three years, Phase II of 

this study will focus on more specific creeks in areas 

where there is heavier oil and gas activity taking place, 

particularly Ecleto Creek and Cibolo Creek. SARA is 

contributing $106,200 in the current fiscal year and 

anticipates budgeting an additional $244,200 over the 

next few years to complete the study. “We want to build 

on this and continue monitoring the area to help ensure 

that the economic growth and vitality of the basin can be 

advanced without compromising the future health of our 

rivers and creeks,” added Bryant.

The baseline study is available for viewing at pubs.usgs.

gov/ds/836/.

By Darlene Dorsey

Southern Basin Water Quality Monitoring

Sound Science is Basis of Sound Policy Decisions

The San Antonio River 
Authority’s (SARA) mission to 
sustain and enrich life in the San 
Antonio River Watershed can 
be achieved, in part, through 
maintaining and establishing 
watershed integrity by striking 
a balance between the physical, 
chemical, biological and 
economic components of the 
watershed . It is by balancing 
these different watershed 
components that SARA can 

strengthen the compatibility between the environmental 
and human uses within the watershed . As a member of the 
SARA Board of Directors, I appreciate having access to sound 
scientific data, because having knowledge and understanding 
of the functions of the interconnected ecosystems within 
the San Antonio River Basin is an important component to 
making sound policy decisions . 

Gathering quality data is the cornerstone of SARA’s scientific 
efforts to advance basin-wide water quality planning and 
promote integrated management practices to realize 
improved water quality and riverine community health . 

The article below is just one example of the work SARA 
conducts in order to collect valuable scientific data. SARA’s 
Environmental Sciences Department (ESD) staff work 
throughout the basin conducting data and information-
gathering activities that include instream flow studies, basin-
wide water quality data collection, stormwater monitoring, 
aquatic community composition surveys, stream and riparian 
habitat assessments, non-point source pollution assessments, 
bay and estuary freshwater inflow studies, pollution 
prevention, resource protection, ecosystem restoration and 
public health issues . 

Through the services provided by ESD, citizens in the 
San Antonio River Watershed may gain an understanding 
of our watershed’s health and the SARA Board is able 
to implement scientifically sound policies to promote 
improved water quality, ecosystem health and optimum 
management of available water resources . Protecting the 
watershed is critical to ecological integrity, economic 
vitality and quality of life within our basin . SARA supports 
the continued economic growth and vitality of the basin 
with an understanding that economic and human uses of the 
watershed can occur without compromising the future health 
of our rivers and creeks .

By Darrell T. Brownlow, Ph.D., SARA Board Member, Wilson County
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Here, there, and everywhere. It is certainly difficult 
to catch the San Antonio River Authority’s (SARA) two-
person education team at the SARA office. Carrie Merson, 
SARA’s Education Specialist, and Minna Paul, SARA’s 
Education Coordinator, 
find themselves in 
classrooms, field trips, 
libraries, garden clubs, 
festivals, universities, 
and pretty much 
anywhere the topic of 
the San Antonio River 
and citizens, young 
and old, can connect . 
Just how many lives 
can SARA’s educators 
impact in a year with 
important San Antonio 
River focuses? Last year, 
the education team 
addressed approximately 
20,000 people! 

SARA’s education team 
combine their talents to 
engage a diverse range 
of populations that 
occupy the San Antonio 
River Watershed . Most 
frequently, the educators find themselves in front of eager-
to-learn elementary students while providing a hands-on Be 
Watershed Wise lesson that utilizes a 4 foot by 2 foot, to-
scale model of the San Antonio River Watershed . Students 
can use the model to understand the impacts, both positive 
and negative, that they have on the river, and learn 
about voluntary actions they can do at home to improve 
the river’s water quality . As one student summarized so 
succinctly, “…clean land equals clean water .” Teachers 
fondly remark that SARA’s presentations are as if a field trip 
came to into the classroom! 

Reaching out to audiences that may be unfamiliar with 
non-point source pollution, stormwater, and watershed 

science is an essential part of the team’s job . This year, 
SARA’s educators reached out to all 5th grade classrooms 
in the Wilson, Karnes, and Goliad Counties as well as 5th 
grade classrooms in Bexar County near the Westside Creeks 

Project, which are 
waterways that connect 
to the San Antonio 
River . That’s hundreds 
of classrooms and 
thousands of students!

Working with 
partners of other 
environmentally 
driven organizations 
is also vital to the 
success of SARA’s 
educators in creating 
sustainable impact 
across generations . 
These partnerships have 
provided opportunities 
to deliver professional 
development for 
classroom teachers and 
informal environmental 
education through 
detailed and involved 

workshops, as well as, orchestrate the Water: A Living 
Lesson Educator Conference that serves approximately 200 
teachers per year . 

Whether the presentations involve older students diving 
into rigorous lessons in measuring abiotic and biotic factors 
that indicate water quality or university students learning 
about the history of the San Antonio River from settlement, 
to channelization, to restoration, SARA’s educators are 
determined to empower citizens with the knowledge and 
tools to protect the San Antonio River’s resources . 

To learn more about SARA’s educational outreach or 
request a presentation from SARA’s educators, please visit 
www.sara-tx.org .

By Carrie Merson

Educational Outreach

SARA’s education team combine their talents 
to engage a diverse range of populations that occupy 
the San Antonio River Watershed.
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Quietly sit for a minute or two along the San Antonio 
River Walk’s Mission Reach segment and you will be 
privileged to witness a delicate creature land on a nearby 
blade of grass.

While staring mesmerized by the 
blue shimmer, the aerial acrobat 
may disappear, leaving you a little 
more enriched by its presence. You 
realize that you just saw a Damselfly, 
a smaller and daintier cousin of the 
Dragonfly. Damselflies predate the 
dinosaurs by 110 million years. 

There are 70 species of Damselflies 
in Texas categorized as Broad-winged 
Damsels, Spreadwings, Threadtails or 
Pond Damsels. Damselflies and Dragonflies look similar; 
the main difference is the size and the placement of 
wings. Damselflies are smaller, weaker fliers and hold 
their wings parallel to the back when resting while 
Dragonflies lay them flat on their sides.

Damselfly eggs hatch into carnivorous water nymphs, or 
larvae, which scientists use as a water quality monitoring 

tool to assess the biological health of aquatic habitats. 
The nymphs help detect levels of heavy metals since 
they have moderate pollution tolerance. After molting 
their exoskeleton several times, they crawl out of the 

water, and as newly emerged adults, 
dry their wings on vegetation before 
flying. They are extremely vulnerable 
at this stage, falling prey to birds, 
bats, lizards, toads and spiders. The 
adult Damselflies however feed on 
mosquitoes, gnats and blackflies 
performing an immense ecosystem 
service. 

Lured by their mystery, you may go 
back to the river to catch a glimpse of 

the Damselfly’s ethereal presence in time to witness their 
unique courtship flight - couples flying in tandem through 
the riparian habitat they call home.

May these beautiful river inhabitants survive on this 
planet for another 300 million years! May we continue to 
restore and preserve their habitat, so Damselflies may 
never become damsels in distress!

By Minna Paul

South Texas Natives
Damselfly • Sub Order: Zygoptera

It’s not just a messy situation; it’s a dangerous one for our 

watershed . Fats, oils and grease (FOG) are being improperly 

poured down kitchen drains and other plumbing outlets . 

FOG coats wastewater pipes which leads to the primary 

cause of overflows: grease buildup.

Pouring and washing FOG down the drain causes grease 

buildup in pipes leading to major damage and restricting 

the flow of wastewater from homes and businesses. Clogged 

pipes overflow in homes, businesses and along wastewater 

lines resulting in increased costs to residents and business 

owners and contamination to our rivers and creeks .

The buildup of FOG in pipes is not just cooking oil and 

grease . Butter, shortening, food scraps, dairy products, 

batters, salad dressings and sauces are all culprits that 

cling to pipes . Over time, these blockages can lead to an 

overflow of wastewater into homes or onto streets and 

down storm drains which lead straight to local waterways .

The San Antonio River Authority (SARA) Utilities Department 

continuously works hard to improve water quality by 

upgrading and maintaining wastewater infrastructure . 

But SARA wants to ensure that area residents know every 

action they take at home has an impact on the wastewater 

infrastructure and the watershed . So, the SARA Utilities 

Department is kicking off a FOG campaign to preemptively 

fight greasy buildup through education. 

So, how can you fight FOG and Be Watershed Wise?

1) Pour oil and grease into an empty metal can, freeze it 

and trash it .

2) Before washing dishes, scrape food particles and batters 

into the trash .

3) Never flush disposable diapers, baby wipes, rags or 

disinfectant wipes down the toilet .

For more tips on how to Be Watershed Wise, please visit 

www.sara-tx.org . 

By Bridget Hinze

Be Watershed Wise: Can your grease!
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As part of the San Antonio River Authority’s (SARA) 

initiative in maintaining healthy ecological flows and 

managing potential flooding, SARA is conducting measures 

to rehabilitate several dams throughout the San Antonio 

River Watershed . 

The Texas Commission 

on Environmental 

Quality (TCEQ) and 

the National Resource 

Conservation Service 

(NRCS) established 

standards to address 

public health and safety 

concerns surrounding 

dams identified as a 

potential hazard . At the 

outset, these dams were 

designed for a fifty-year 

lifetime of sediment 

deposition . Many of the 

dams are nearing the 

50-year mark, and thus require rehabilitation . Over the 

years, population growth and impervious cover within the 

watershed has increased . The 50 years of sedimentation, 

increased volume of water, and increased required level of 

function have classified several local dams as high-hazard 

dams . 

Of the existing dams identified as highly hazardous, sites 

along the Calaveras Creek and Martinez Creek in Bexar 

County have substantial need for rehabilitation . SARA has 

partnered with Bexar County, the NRCS, and the Texas 

State Soil and Water Conservation Board (TSSWCB) to 

meet and exceed TCEQ and NRCS standards . Rehabilitation 

generally includes raising the dam, upgrading spillways, 

and modifying the plunge basin . With these upgrades, the 

dams will be capable of meeting nearly 100 percent of the 

probable maximum flood. 

Additionally, SARA identified several goals to achieve in the 

dam rehabilitation process . The dam’s functional life will be 

extended by at least 50 

years, and SARA aims to 

identify the operation, 

maintenance, and 

repair items necessary 

to guarantee the 

lifespan of the 

structure . As always, 

SARA’s commitment 

to enhancing the 

environment will 

be incorporated 

in the design and 

construction of the dam 

rehabilitation projects . 

In June 2012, Bexar 

County and SARA entered into a cooperative agreement 

to fund the construction and design of the Parita Creek 

Dam (Calaveras No . 10), Binz-Engleman Dam (Martinez Dam 

No . 1), Martinez Creek Dam (Martinez Dam No . 2), and 

Escondido Dam (Martinez Dam No . 3) . Each of these were 

identified in the 2011 Emergency Action Plan as high-hazard 

dams . 

Earlier this year, SARA applied for additional funding from 

both the NRCS and the TSSWCB . With the additional funding 

now secured, a combination of federal, state, and local 

entities have successfully financed the rehabilitation of four 

high-hazard dams in Bexar County . All the projects will soon 

be under construction and anticipated to be complete by 

January 2016 . 

By Cole Ruiz

Dam Rehabilitation

SARA’s commitment to enhancing the environment 
will be incorporated in the design and construction of the 
dam rehabilitation projects.
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The upcoming session of the 84th Texas Legislature will 
see many new faces and several new roles for familiar 
faces. The session will see nine new Senators and 
possibly 28 new Representatives. Within the four-county 
district of the San Antonio River Authority (SARA), 
there will be four and up to five new representatives 
elected between the House and Senate 
Districts. Interestingly, at least 106 out of 
181 members, or 59 percent, of the entire 
membership of the Legislature are new 
within the last six years. 

With the continuing transition in the 
membership of the Legislature, it is 
important for SARA staff to ensure that 
our delegation, and the leadership of the 
relevant committees, are informed of SARA’s 
mission and goals, and are familiar with our 
public service activities. SARA is already 
monitoring early bill filings and making contact with 
newly elected members of the Legislature. 

Our legislative agenda will focus on preserving 
environmental and instream flow standards, monitoring 
and supporting funding for water quality programs, 

working with state and local officials to protect our 
waterways and curtail illegal dumping, and preserve or 
enhance state support for parks and flood mitigation and 
response. We are also monitoring the development of a 
strategy or program to reduce stormwater runoff from 
new development and looking for the creation of a state 

program to effectively control the feral hog 
population. 

Additionally, in response to the State’s 
desire for more transparency of public entity 
financial activity, SARA has made financial 
information easier to access on our website. 
Through the Open Government/Financial 
Transparency link on SARA’s homepage, 
www.sara-tx.org, you can access annual 
budget information, financial data, debt 
schedules, comprehensive annual financial 

reports and check registers. 

The legislative session is dynamic and SARA staff will 
work closely with our Board and legislative delegation 
on the issues to sustain and enrich the health of the 
San Antonio River Watershed.

By Suzanne Scott, General Manager
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