


Vision
Inspiring Actions for Healthy Creeks and Rivers

 3 The Future of Escondido 
Creek 
By Gaylon J. Oehlke 
Board Member, Karnes County

 3 A New Portal between 
History and Nature 
By Kelley V. Phillips 
Director of Programs and Outreach

 4 Inspiring Actions 
By Joe Fernandez 
Project Management Associate

4 The Mountain Called San 
Antonio River Authority 
By Marie Cabriole 
Thiess Fellowship Awardee

6 Board Adopts Budget 
By Yviand Serbones-Hernandez 
Community Relations Coordinator

 8 SARA Board Focuses Budget 
on Flood Resiliency 
By Hector R. Morales 
Board Member, Bexar County, At Large

 8 Bald Eagle 
By Carrie Merson 
Education Specialist 

9 SARA Board of Directors 
Appoints New Chairman 
By Yviand Serbones-Hernandez 
Community Relations Coordinator

 10 Wilson County Collection 
Event Breaks Records 
By Chelsea Giles 
Intergovernmental Relations 
Coordinator 

 11 Guadalupe Bass  
By Christopher Vaughn 
Aquatic Biologist I

 12 Title 
By Suzanne Scott 
General Manager

Mission

2

Steven Schauer, Director of 

Government & Public Affairs

Gloria Rodriguez 
Executive Editor 

Clint Marzec 
Graphic Designer

San Antonio River Authority 
Phone: (210) 227-1373 
Toll Free: (866) 345-7272 
Fax: (210) 302-3693 
Email: sara@sara-tx.org 
www.sara-tx.org

EXECUTIVE COMMITTEE
CHAIRMAN 

Darrell T. Brownlow, Ph.D.

VICE-CHAIR 
Michael W. Lackey, P.E.

SECRETARY 
Lourdes Galvan

TREASURER 
Jim Campbell

MEMBERS-AT-LARGE 
Gaylon J. Oehlke 

James Fuller 

BOARD OF DIRECTORS
Bexar County 

District 1 
Jerry G. Gonzales

District 2 
Lourdes Galvan

District 3 
Michael W. Lackey, P.E.

District 4 
Jim Campbell

At Large 
Hector R. Morales 
Deb Bolner Prost

Wilson County 
John J. Flieller  

Darrell T. Brownlow, Ph.D.

Karnes County 
H.B. Ruckman, III 
Gaylon J. Oehlke

Goliad County 
James Fuller 

Alicia Lott Cowley

General Manager 
Suzanne Scott

Committed to Safe, Clean, Enjoyable Creeks and Rivers



The Escondido Creek is the renowned 
waterway for the City of Kenedy and is a 
significant tributary in the southern basin 
of the San Antonio River watershed. It is 
also the future location of a premier linear 
parkway, the first of its kind in Karnes 
County, thanks to the help of the San 

Antonio River Authority (SARA) and local stakeholders. SARA 
has shared history with local leaders and the communities 
of Karnes County in the operation and maintenance of dams 
in the creek’s watershed. Today, that collaboration has been 
expanded to include the development of the Escondido 
Creek Parkway in Kenedy.

The parkway is currently in the design phase with 
construction planning soon underway. The project’s 
oversight committee is currently reviewing the 70% 
designs, which include amenities such as hike and bike 
trails, an amphitheater, a splash pad, a pavilion and more. 
The continued development and success of this project 
is a shining testimony to the dedication of the project’s 

oversight and fundraising committee members as well as the 
community’s gracious contributions to the parkway. We are 
receiving support from communities throughout all of Karnes 
County, not just Kenedy, which reflects the purpose of the 
parkway to be enjoyed by families and visitors throughout 
the county and the entire San Antonio River basin. 

SARA invites community members to follow the project’s 
next steps by attending the oversight committee meetings 
held the second Wednesday of each month in Kenedy City 
Hall and to connect on social media for information on 
upcoming fundraising events and project announcements.

SARA is proud to be working with local stakeholders to 
design, and soon construct, a parkway that will serve the 
community by enhancing recreational opportunities while 
simultaneously preserving the creek where many stories have 
been nurtured and future stories will unfold.

To learn more about the Escondido Creek Parkway, visit www.
sariverfoundation.org.

By Gaylon J. Oehlke, Board Member, Karnes County

The Future of Escondido Creek

On May 17, “CoCobijos,” a sculpture 
which connects historic themes 
of Mission San José with the 
surrounding natural world, became 
the newest public art installation on 
the San Antonio River.  

“CoCobijos,” a name invented by the 
artist, means “co-shelters.” Created by 
internationally exhibited, conceptual 
artist and Texas native, Mel Chin, two faceted cactus-like 
pads arc in a supporting embrace, appearing to hold each 
other up. After seeing prickly pear cactus on a roof of Mission 
San José, the artist thought about how these plants nurture 
people and animals alike and their resiliency in the face of 
time and Texas’ climate. Echoing the geometry and beautiful 
lattice pattern of the internal structures from actual San 
Antonio nopal plant specimens, this shade structure stands 
in Mission County Park to give relief from the sun. In planters 
above, living plants create a green canopy.  The abstract 
form of the structure is intended to visually change shape as 
people pass through and around it, while the shadows shift 

as the day progresses. Chin says, “A 
tough plant like prickly pear thriving 
in hard, hot weather can be equated 
with rugged Texan individuality. The 
two cactus-based pads arcing over 
to create an unbreakable geometry 
speaks to the beauty and service of 
what coming together can do.” 

This public art installation is a San 
Antonio River Foundation project as part of their Art Portals 
located at the connection of each Mission and the San 
Antonio River. The Art Portals are designed to entice visitors 
on the river to venture street-level and engage with the 
historic Missions. 

“Mel’s work has become world-renowned for its breadth 
of layered meaning and focus on contemporary issues,” 
says Robert Amerman, the Foundation’s Executive Director. 
“We are fortunate to become the custodians of an artwork 
which interprets beloved aspects of Mission San José and 
contemporizes our mission’s ‘place’ in the hearts of San 
Antonians.”

By Kelley V. Phillips, Director of Programs and Outreach

A New Portal between History and Nature
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Let me introduce myself, my name is Joe 
G. Fernandez, I am a Senior Engineering 
Technician within the Watershed 
Engineering Department of the San 
Antonio River Authority’s (SARA). I began 
my career at SARA a little over 11 years 
ago as a GIS Technician in the Watershed 
Management Department.

During this time, I was working on the Bexar County Federal 
Emergency Management Association (FEMA) Digital Flood 
Insurance Rate Map (DFIRM) Project. This project updated 
our floodplain maps within Bexar County and converted 
them from paper to digital format maps. This floodplain 
map update project was completed in September of 2010. 
SARA participates in a FEMA Letter of Map Revision (LOMR) 
Delegation program, whereby the delegated entity, SARA in 
this case, reviews any proposed changes to the floodplains 
within our four-county SARA jurisdiction (Bexar, Wilson, 

Karnes and Goliad). The FEMA LOMR Delegation program 
enables SARA to complete the reviews more quickly for our 
communities.

I  became a Certified Floodplain Manager and member of 
the Texas Floodplain Manager Association (TFMA) in 2010. 
Since joining TFMA, I have served as a Region Director, been 
elected as the Vice President, and now serve as the President 
of the association. 

I was born in San Antonio, Texas where I graduated high 
school and attended Computer Business Management 
Technical School (CBM). I have been blessed with one 
beautiful daughter, Leticia who I raised on my own from the 
age of 3 months. I devoted all my time and gave everything 
to raise my baby girl. I enjoy playing all sports, dancing, 
and traveling. I love the work I do, and am very thankful 
SARA allows me to participate as a public servant to our 
community.

Traveling from Manila (Philippines) to San Antonio, Texas 
(United States) means travelling a total flight time of 17 hours. 
The 13-hour time difference can be quite intimidating. Thus, 
when I traveled to visit the San Antonio River Authority 
(SARA), I was exhausted. I guess it’s the 
learner in me that kept me going and 
excited for my journey with SARA.

I was looking forward to learning from 
the organization that managed to secure 
the 2017 Thiess International Riverprize 
of the International River Foundation 
(IRF). Researching about SARA gave me 
an idea of what the organization is about. 
Except, the actual experience of being 
there cannot replace the articles or videos 
that I’ve explored. My main objective for 
visiting SARA was to hear and learn from 
their stories: who they are, what they 
are doing, and how they work. Besides, 
I also wanted to share their story as an 
inspiration. Also, given the fact that the IRF’s Vera Thiess 
Fellowship is considered as “a unique opportunity to gain 

valuable work experience with IRF and its partners,” I was 
able to do so. 

I met with managers, directors and team members from 
the organization. And while the tours, the meetings, and 

projects were all great; it is the people 
of SARA that deserve the trophy. I saw 
them bustling during the tours. I heard 
them discuss during meetings. I got to 
see and experience the results of their 
ideas that are later turned into projects 
and programs. Just as every part of 
Confluence Park is designed with a 
purpose, the SARA team is the same: each 
team member has a purpose which is 
backed with passion.

The team members of SARA might have 
different beliefs, different advocacies. 
Instead of being torn apart by their 
differences though, the small mounds of 
change and inspiration built with their 

individual passions come together and form a mountain 
called San Antonio River Authority. 

Inspiring Actions

The Mountain Called San Antonio River Authority

By Joe Fernandez, Project Management Associate

By Marie Cabriole, Thiess Fellowship Awardee
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On June 20, 2018, the Board of Directors of the San Antonio 

River Authority (SARA) adopted a $222.4 million budget 

for Fiscal Year (FY) 2018/19, with a General Fund budget of 

$44.6 million. The budget is based on a proposed tax rate of 

$0.01858, which would be the first tax rate increase for SARA 

since the FY 2013/14 budget. The approved budget, which 

begins on July 1, 2018, supports projects and organization 

goals that advance the agency’s commitment to safe, clean 

and enjoyable creeks and rivers. 

“This budget focuses on addressing the important needs 

of the watershed in the areas of flood risk management, 

water quality and watershed sustainability and nature-

based recreation,” said Board Chairman, Darrell T. Brownlow, 

Ph.D. “The Board and staff have worked closely together to 

ensure we provide transparency and accountability to all our 

constituency throughout this budget process.”

The FY 2018/19 budget for the River Authority totals 

$222,460,074 across all funds. This includes expenditure 

appropriations as well as all reserve funds. This represents a 

decrease from the FY 2017/18 Adopted Budget mainly due 

to the completion of partner funded capital improvement 

projects. 

The FY 2018/19 budget consists of the following major fund 
areas of activity: Capital Improvement Funds, $136.35 million; 
General Fund, $44.6 million; Utility Operations Funds, $21.6 
million; Special Revenue Funds, $9.2 million; and Other Funds, 
$10.7 million. Budget highlights include:

FLOOD RISK MANAGEMENT

• For more than 80 years, cities and counties within SARA’s 
District, and the Federal government, have relied on 
SARA’s engineering and technical expertise in flood 
management and risk reduction. With the documented 
increases in the intensity and destruction of major storms, 
such as Hurricane Harvey, ensuring that hydraulic and 
hydrology information, rainfall data, land use changes, 
floodplain maps and watershed and capital improvement 
master plans stay current is the most cost-effective way to 
prepare and respond to the impact of these storms.

• SARA is fast-tracking the development of predictive flood 
modeling technology that will provide first responders 
innovative tools to avoid loss of life and protect property 
during heavy rain and flood events. 

• SARA is providing the most up-to-date and dynamic 
floodplain maps, flood risk products and watershed 
master plans. This critical information will help individuals 
understand their level of flood risk. It will be used to 
guide investments in capital projects and inform future 
development decisions.

WATER QUALITY & WATERSHED SUSTAINABILITY

• Since the 1970s, SARA’s scientific leadership and targeted 
efforts have resulted in reducing pollution and trash in our 
waterways and improving water quality throughout the 
basin.

• SARA is advancing the use of sustainable development 
practices that can mitigate the impact of impervious 
cover within our rapidly urbanizing communities. SARA is 
promoting the benefits of Low Impact Development (LID) 
and other green infrastructure approaches that reduce 
the velocity of and filters pollutants from stormwater to 
ensure that the sustainability of our natural waterways is 
prioritized as we move toward the future. 

• SARA’s budget is dedicated to clean and healthy creeks 
and rivers. SARA’s scientific expertise is generating lasting 
and recognized improvements in the health of the San 
Antonio River and its tributaries by leading efforts to 
protect and enhance water quality and preserve and 
restore natural habitats and aquatic ecosystems. 
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By Yviand Serbones-Hernandez, Community Relations Coordinator

SAN ANTONIO RIVER AUTHORITY ADOPTS BUDGET  
Support For Safe, Clean, Enjoyable Creeks and Rivers

“This budget reflects SARA’s response 
to lessons learned following Hurricane 
Harvey and invests in state-of-
the-art technology and flood risk 
management tools that will make our 
basin communities more resilient as we 
prepare for the reality of more intense 
and destructive storm events,” said 
SARA General Manager Suzanne Scott. 
“Strategic and timely investments to 
update floodplain maps, enhance our 
predictive flood modeling capabilities 
and improve water quality through 
sustainable development practices 
prepare our region for the population 
growth we’re experiencing.”
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NATURE-BASED RECREATION

• Over the past decade, SARA has added nature-based 
recreational activities throughout the basin including hike 
and bike trails, paddling trails, picnic and camping areas, 
playgrounds, fishing, birdwatching and even disc golf 
courses. These river-based recreational resources have 
attracted thousands of users to bask in the beauty and 
enjoyment of nature.

• SARA is investing in a community partnership to create 
a new park in Karnes County. The budget has funds 
to support the construction of the Escondido Creek 
Parkway in Kenedy, which will provide new recreational 
opportunities in the southern basin. 

• SARA is expanding its park operations and maintenance 
responsibilities in the budget. SARA is operating the new 
San Pedro Creek Culture Park in Bexar County, adding to 
SARA’s ongoing role of managing the Museum Reach and 
Mission Reach sections of the San Antonio River Walk. 

The adoption of the budget for FY 2018/19 is based on a 

proposed tax rate of $0.01858 per $100 in property valuation. 

This rate represents a slight increase from the current rate 

of $.01729 per $100 in property valuation. This proposed tax 

rate would result in an estimated $35.68 in annual taxes paid 

by the average homeowner across the district. This tax rate 

will generate an estimated $30.9 million in revenue to SARA’s 

General Fund. SARA is authorized by the State Legislature to 

collect an ad valorem tax at a maximum of $0.02 per $100 

of assessed value. The tax rate must be set at the same rate 

throughout SARA’s four-county district including Bexar, 

Wilson, Karnes and Goliad counties and may only be used for 

planning and operations and maintenance activities. SARA’s 

Board of Directors will hold a Special Board Meeting and 

public hearing on August 15, 2018 after receipt of the final 

property valuations in July. The 2018 tax rate will be formally 

voted upon following the public hearing.

TOTAL BUDGET $222.4 MILLION GENERAL FUND $44.6 MILLION

Capital Improvement Funds . . . .$136.3 million
General Fund . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . $44.6 million
Utility Operating Funds . . . . . . . . . $21.6 million
Special Revenue Funds . . . . . . . . . . . $9.2 million
Other Funds . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . $10.7 million

Flood Risk Management 
& Water Quality  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . $27.6 million 

Nature-Based Recreation & 
River & Creek Maintenance . . . . . . . .$17 million

Additional highlights and organization narratives can be found 
within the budget document posted online at www.sara-tx.org. 
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A new fiscal year is fast approaching, and 
the San Antonio River Authority Board of 
Directors is looking to harvest a safer river 
basin with the FY 2018-2019 budget. The 
adopted budget features investments 
in tools and technology that will help 
communities throughout the San Antonio 
River basin improve flood resiliency. The 

benefit of tools like predictive flood modeling, up-to-date 
floodplain maps, and integrated watershed master plans are 
invaluable public assets, far exceeding their costs by shoring 
up public safety in flood-prone south central Texas.  

In June, the Board approved a combined $2.04 million to 
expedite much needed floodplain remapping, which was last 
updated in 2005, and to develop a predictive flood model 
that provides fast and reliable alerts and flood inundation 
maps in real time. After the remapping is complete, the 
funds will also source the integration and updating of SARA’s 
watershed master plans. 

The SARA Board and staff has done a good job accounting 

for the cost of not pursuing an expedited flood risk 
management strategy.  Data collected by National Oceanic 
and Atmospheric Administration (NOAA) indicate a long term 
upward trend in frequency of heavy rainfall events and the 
intensity of those rainfall events. Hurricane Harvey dumped 
33 trillion gallons of water over the City of Houston last year. 
If a similar rain event ever hits San Antonio, the entire basin 
from Bexar County to Goliad needs to be prepared. 

These funds capitalize on past investments and longtime 
partnerships, and advance the communities’ knowledge 
about the floodplain on a more precise and granular level. 
Remapping will define the floodplain more precisely, and the 
data collected from that process will feed the integration of 
the watershed master plans and the predictive flood model. 

Investing in better information and advanced technology 
hedges against the unpredictable flood disaster. SARA is 
seeking to empower our watershed communities to be flood-
safe and resilient by providing the tools to help manage flood 
risk before the storm hits.  

By Hector R. Morales, Board Member, Bexar County, At Large

SARA Board Focuses Budget 
on Flood Resiliency

I received first reports of a Bald Eagle (Haliaeetus 
leucocephalus) along the Mission Reach segment of the 
River Walk with more than a touch of skepticism. After all, 
our national symbol has not been observed in those parts 
since its population’s decline decades ago, nor after it was 
removed from the List of Endangered 
and Threatened Wildlife in 2007. To add 
to my doubts about the report, the bird 
is often mistaken for other large raptors 
in South Texas. For example, like the Bald 
Eagle, the Crested Caracara (Caracara 
cheriway) has a flashy white head along 
with a menacing yellow beak and talons. 
Causing further misidentification is the 
fact that Bald Eagles do not grow their 
white head and tail feathers until they 
mature at the age of 4 years old. This means that even a Black 
Vulture (Coragyps atratus) can be the answer to a case of 
mistaken identity!

The SARA staff was elated when confirmations of the 
sightings were offered by SARA’s Avian Study Team and 
a photograph from a citizen who happened to be taking 

photos along the San Antonio River. The bird that was 
observed was certainly a mature Bald Eagle. 

Historically, Bald Eagles are known to find their habitat 
requirements, including forested areas adjacent to a body of 

water, throughout Texas. It is interesting 
to note that this raptor feeds more 
frequently on turtle and water going 
birds in South Texas than many of their 
eagle-neighbors in other watersheds. This 
behavior might be an adaptation to the 
slightly more turbid waters of mud-clay 
river bottoms that can make hunting for 
fish more difficult.

All Bald Eagles, whether migrating 
through or taking up permanent residence, require the right 
kinds of shelter, water quality, food and space. The Mission 
Reach Ecosystem Restoration is maturing with its increasing 
biodiversity and improved water quality, and it is providing 
the species its habitat needs. Perhaps then, I should not have 
been surprised at all at the sighting. Certainly when we do 
the right thing, we all benefit…even the person lucky enough 
to witness this majestic creature. 

By Carrie Merson, Education Specialist

Bald Eagle



9

The San Antonio River 
Authority (SARA) Board of 
Directors elected Darrell T. 
Brownlow, Ph.D. as board 
chairman replacing Michael W. 
Lackey, P.E. who serves Bexar 
County District 3. Brownlow, 
who represents Wilson County, 
will serve as chairman starting 
June 1, 2018 through 2019.

Darrell T. Brownlow is a fifth 
generation South Texan, 

resident of Wilson County and landowner and rancher in 
LaSalle County. He is a 1982 graduate of Floresville High 
School and of Texas Tech University with a BS (1987), MS 
(1989) and PhD (1991), all in geology. Currently, Brownlow 
is a Principal in Intercoastal Inland Services and Carrizo 
Consulting through which he consults on construction 
material sourcing, development and other mining related 
issues. Additionally, he consults to various large energy firms 
and organizations as well as privately owned ranches on 
water supply and water management strategies related to 
hydraulic fracking. 

Brownlow has been part of the SARA board since 2011 
where he has served as treasurer and vice-chair. He has 
also served on the communications and fiscal committees 
and is currently serving on the executive and operations 
committees.

 “I am both honored and excited to serve as Chairman of 
the San Antonio River Authority,” said Darrell T. Brownlow. 

“I hope to continue the strong and steady leadership SARA’s 
past chairmen have exhibited so well. I am dedicated to 
SARA’s mission to ensure our creeks and rivers are safe, clean 
and enjoyable for all communities in our district.”

Michael W. Lackey, P.E., Bexar County District 3, has served on 
the Board of Directors since 2009 and served as Chairman of 
the Board since August 2016. Lackey is commended for his 
leadership of the Board through its transition after the death 
of former Board Chairman Sally Buchanan and for providing 
insightful direction to SARA’s management regarding 
significant programmatic decisions during his tenure as 
Chairman.

Effective June 1, 2018, the officers of the SARA Board of 
Directors will include Chairman Darrell T. Brownlow, Ph.D., 
Vice Chairman Michael W. Lackey, P.E., Secretary Lourdes 
Galvan, Treasurer Jim Campbell, and at-large executive 
committee members Gaylon J. Oehlke and Dr. James Fuller. 

By Yviand Serbones-Hernandez, Community Relations Coordinator

SARA Board of Directors 
Appoints New Chairman

Learn more about SARA’s Board of Directors 
and upcoming community events by visiting 
www.sara-tx.org or these popular social 
media sites.
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By Chelsea Giles, Intergovernmental Relations Coordinator 

Wilson County Collection Event Breaks Records

The spring Household Hazardous Waste collection event in 
Wilson County broke several records for the San Antonio River 
Authority’s (SARA) collection events in the southern basin 
district.

The event was held at the Wilson County Precinct Two Yard in 
Poth on March 17, 2018, and it now holds the highest number 
of participants with over 250 attendees and the highest 
amount of household hazardous waste collected – over 
31,000 lbs.

Thanks to our local county partners who provide financial 
and staff support, help coordinate the events and spread 
the word to their community, SARA is able to host collection 
events in Wilson, Karnes and Goliad counties annually. Their 
partnership to help the events run smoothly is a primary 
reason the events continue to grow and be successful. 

The collection events are an opportunity for residents to 
dispose of unwanted household hazardous waste such as 
chemicals, motor oil, batteries, paints, used tires without rims, 
small electronics and pharmaceuticals for free. 

During the spring collection event in Karnes County, which 
was held at the Karnes County Youth Show Barn in Kenedy 
on March 3, over 120 lbs. of pharmaceuticals and over 500 
tires were collected. The fall collection event in Goliad held 
at the County Fairgrounds resulted in over 16,000 lbs. of 
household hazardous waste collected. The record breaking 
Wilson County event in Poth also collected over 14,000 lbs. of 
electronic waste. 

The waste collected at the events is properly disposed or 
recycled according to state and federal laws, which helps 
prevent the waste from contaminating our watershed.

The Household Hazardous Waste Collection events are not 
only important to keep our environment safe and healthy, 
but the events also help raise community awareness of the 
importance of properly disposing of all materials. 

The fall collection events for all three counties have been 
scheduled, and each county’s event details are listed below. 
For more information about the fall events, contact Chelsea 
Giles, SARA Intergovernmental Relations Coordinator, at 
(866)345-7272 ext. 3228.

Wilson County
October 20, 2018 
8 a.m. - noon
Wilson County 
Precinct Three Yard in 
Sutherland Springs 

Karnes County
November 10, 2018 
8 a.m. - noon
Karnes County Youth 
Show Barn in Kenedy 

Goliad County
November 17, 2018 
8 a.m. - noon
Goliad County 
Fairgrounds 



By Christopher Vaughn, Aquatic Biologist I

Guadalupe Bass 

It is likely that the state fish of Texas, the Guadalupe Bass, 
would have once been found swimming in the San Antonio 
River; however, they have been absent 
for a very long time. San Antonio 
has a long history of growth and 
development which has taken its toll 
on the upper reaches of the river and 
the species that call it home. However, 
huge steps have been taken towards 
restoring the ecosystem of the upper 
San Antonio River. One of these steps 
was the Mission Reach Ecosystem 
Restoration which was completed in 
2013. This project set out to restore 
instream habitat and riparian buffer 
functionality. Prior to this restoration, a species like the 
Guadalupe Bass which is fairly intolerant to poor habitat 
and water quality deficiencies would not have been able to 
persist in the area. Since completion, the riparian zone and 
bank structure have matured and the river is adding its own 
natural instream habitat. This evolution has made it possible 
for the reintroduction of the Guadalupe Bass. Texas Parks 

& Wildlife Department and San Antonio River Authority 
(SARA) biologists began stocking young Guadalupe Bass in 

2015 and  approximately 84,000 of 
them have been introduced since. 
The reintroduction of such a sensitive 
species served as an opportunity 
to validate ecological improvement 
as well as to potentially provide a 
valuable economic and recreational 
resource to the community. Since 
reintroduction, SARA biologists have 
captured dozens of Guadalupe Bass 
ranging from young-of-the-year fish 

(fish that have not reached a year of age) to large adults. 
Genetic analysis performed by TPWD has shown that young-
of-the-year fish captured on the Mission Reach last year were 
100% pure, wild spawned Guadalupe Bass. This is fantastic 
news for scientists, fishermen and the community as it means 
that the river health is improving and is able to sustain such a 
sensitive species.

Mondays in July 
(July 9, 16, 23, 30) 
7:30 p.m. – 8:30 p.m.
Connect with nature while balancing your 
mind, body and soul. Enjoy a Sivananda 
Yoga class at San Pedro Creek Culture 
Park at the Salinas Boardwalk. $5 per 
class. Students only need to bring a mat. 
Please RSVP to Nikki Zapata by email at 
nclzpt@gmail.com.

Saturday, July 14 
Picnic in the Park 
10 a.m. – 2 p.m.
Hot dogs, ice cream, and magic, oh my! 
Picnic at San Pedro Creek Culture Park 
with local food vendors, musicians, and 
magicians, and get your portrait made by 
a local caricature artist. At 10 a.m., take a 
tour of the creek with special guests from 
the project team.

Tuesday, July 17 
Cool Jazz 
6 p.m. – 8 p.m.
In July, jazz aficionados from across Texas 
converge in Balcones Heights, just north 
of San Antonio, to celebrate this uniquely 
American music genre. San Pedro Creek 
Culture Park will honor this tradition with 
meandering jazz musicians and southern 
food.

For more information about events, visit www.spcculturepark.com 
All events are free and open to the public!

Want to host an event at the park? Contact Carrie Brown, 
Public Art Curator, at cbrown@sara-tx.org

UPCOMING SUMMER EVENTS
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After seeing the impact of recent storms 
including Hurricane Harvey, providing 
our communities with the most updated 
information on flood risk and reducing 
future threats from flooding are top 
priorities for the San Antonio River 
Authority (SARA). As you have read in 
this edition, the SARA board of directors 

approved our Fiscal Year (FY) 2019 budget, which includes 
significant initiatives to advance flood risk management, 
improve water quality and promote watershed sustainability.

The Texas Comptroller recently reported that investing in 
flood preparation activities has a four-to-one payback ratio.  
That is why we are investing more than $2 million in FY 19 
to update hydraulic and hydrology models, floodplain maps 
and develop advanced technology for predictive flood 
modeling.  With the documented increases in the intensity 
and destruction of major storms, such as Hurricane Harvey, 
ensuring that hydraulic and hydrology information, rainfall 
data, land-use changes, floodplain maps, and watershed and 
capital improvement master plans stay current throughout 
the basin  is the most cost-effective way to prepare and 
respond to the impact of these storms. 

The adopted budget also continues SARA’s efforts to 

analyze and mitigate the impact of impervious cover and 

to support the implementation of low impact development 

(LID) features. We will continue our popular Watershed Wise 

Rebate programs to promote the use of LID techniques to 

mitigate the impact of impervious cover.  New this year, we 

will partner with the City of San Antonio to invest in the use 

of green infrastructure techniques along major road projects. 

Additionally, SARA is working with the City of San Antonio on 

their SA Tomorrow master planning effort to promote the use 

of sustainable building techniques that reduce the velocity 

of, and filter pollutants from stormwater to ensure that the 

health of our natural waterways is prioritized as we move 

toward the future. 

As the region grows, smarter more resilient development 

will be critical to preserving the region’s economic strength 

and its quality of life. SARA’s investments will ensure that 

communities have the best information possible to make risk 

informed decisions about where we live, develop and play 

today, tomorrow and into the future. 

By Suzanne Scott, General Manager

Smart Investments


