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Watershed Wise 
Spotlight

Early one morning this past winter, a group of volunteers 
along with my wife and I arrived at sunrise to plant trees 
along the Mission Reach of the San Antonio River Walk. 
As San Antonio River Authority (SARA) staff prepared to 
welcome their Watershed Wise Warrior volunteers, my 
wife and I were excited to see 15 hardy workers ready to 
plant trees. Within the hour, the number of Watershed 
Wise Warriors tripled. With our goal of planting 1,000 
seedling trees, all willing hands were welcome. Before 
the planting began, participants gathered around to see 
an expert demonstration led by SARA’s Watershed and 
Park Operations staff. Best practice tree planting was 
evident everywhere. The brilliant event organization by 
SARA’s team extended to digging the holes in advance as 
well as providing water retaining gel packs for each tree 
and enough mulch to protect each plant. The final step 
included a soaking from buckets of water conveniently 
trucked along as crews gradually worked down along the 
river bank. Much appreciation to SARA for the opportunity 
to help multiply and replenish our natural resources 
through habitat restoration along this historic part of our 
community. At the event, my wife and I planted trees in the 
ancient tradition of honoring members of the family. It is 
my hope that someday we, as a family, will walk along what 
will become a wooded trail, all the while helping teach our 
family’s next generation about stewardship of our natural 
world by showing them the forest these trees will become. 
Just as the new plants will become self-sustaining, the 
human community is able through these Watershed Wise 
Warrior tree planting events to pass on to the succeeding 
generations the important values that can sustain our 
world. It is true, children are our future, and they can 
become the powerful force for change from inside a family 
right now. 

Visit the Watershed Wise section at www.sara-tx.org to learn 
more about the Watershed Wise Warriors program and to 
register. 
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I am Brian Wright, one of the San 
Antonio River Authority’s (SARA) 
senior engineering technicians. I 
have been with SARA for 25 years, 
originally as a draftsman and CAD 
drafter, and later as a construction 
inspector and concrete testing 
technician. 

My work at SARA has allowed me 
to supervise construction projects along the San Antonio 
River Walk, including the Downtown Reach, from Houston 
Street to Lexington Avenue and the Museum Reach. I was 
also fortunate enough to be heavily involved in the Mission 
Reach Ecosystem Restoration and Recreation Project, 
which covers an eight mile segment of the San Antonio 
River Walk that opened in 2013. Currently, I’m working with 
SARA’s newly developed Sustainability Team to ensure 
that projects along the river that include stormwater 
best management practices, such as rain gardens and 
permeable pavement, are built to standards. 

I strive to have an optimistic outlook, both personally and 
professionally. If in this world we get what we look for, 
I believe we had better look for the good and the best 
in people and things. “Great” is often my answer to an 
incoming problem or issue. If there is a sign that needs 
to be changed, “great”; if we need to pour concrete late, 
“great”; if we need maintenance on a flood gate, “great.” I 
am not hoping for a problem, it is just good to be able to 
help resolve an issue. I truly feel grateful that the work I do 
matters.

It is important to me to treat people with understanding 
and pay attention to their needs in order to get the 
work done. I try to do the right thing, in my work and 
in dealing with people. I treat people with respect and 
understanding, finding the right and best way to get 
something done, or in looking for the best design. 

SARA is here to help keep our creeks and rivers healthy and 
clean, to manage projects and to inform others about the 
importance of keeping our ecosystem alive and thriving. 
I hope my actions inspire others to do the right thing and 
do their part to protect the watershed. There is still much 
work to be done both in our basin and out. So, it’s time for 
me to get going, “Great!”

By Brian Wright, Senior Engineering Technician By Kent Page, Watershed Wise Warrior

Inspiring Actions



CONGRATULATIONS TO THE 2015-2016 
INAUGURAL WATERSHED WISE AWARD WINNERS!

The San Antonio River Authority (SARA) hosted its Inaugural Watershed Wise Awards video ceremony 
for Bexar County on Thursday, June 9, 2016 at Santikos Northwest 14. The video awards ceremony, 

which was featured as part of SARA’s Environmental Film Festival, recognized individuals and 
organizations from Bexar, Wilson, Karnes and Goliad counties who have helped to raise awareness of 

watershed issues relevant to SARA’s vision and mission during SARA’s Fiscal Year 2015/16. This fall, the 
Environmental Film Festival and Watershed Wise Awards video ceremony will have a second showing in 

the southern basin. Details will be posted at a later date at www.sara-tx.org. 

SARA BOARD OF DIRECTORS AWARDS 

Watershed Excellence Award for Watershed Preservation, 
Protection and Restoration 

• Judge Nelson Wolff & Commissioners Court
• Fernando Garza, Natural Resources Conservation 

Service
• Liz Smith, International Crane Foundation

WATERSHED LEADER AWARDS

Inspiring actions for healthy creeks and rivers through 
their dedicated commitment of supporting health and 
sustainability of the San Antonio River Watershed

Watershed Leader in the Private Sector
• Gene Dawson
• Maggie Hunt

Watershed Leader in the Public Sector
• San Antonio City Council and San Antonio Voters
• Goliad Soil and Water Conservation District & 

Connie Waters
• San Antonio Water System

Watershed Leader by a Non-Profit Organization
• Basura Bash
• Canoe Trail Goliad
• San Antonio Bay Partnership

Watershed Leader by an Urban Property Owner
• Monika Maeckle, Bexar County

Watershed Leader by an Agricultural Property Owner
• Mark Gotthardt, Karnes County

Watershed Wildcard
• Lila Cockrell, Bexar County
• Steve Jendrusch, Karnes County

EDUCATIONAL LEADER AWARDS

Inspiring actions for healthy creeks and rivers through 
education

Watershed Wise Educational Leader
• Kent Page
• Bryan Davis

Watershed Wise School Grant 
• Ferdinand Herff Elementary School
• Floresville South Elementary School

VOLUNTEER AWARDS 

Inspiring actions for healthy creeks and rivers through 
volunteerism

Most Active Watershed Wise Warrior
• Patricia Larsen

Most Active Watershed Wise Citizen Scientist 
Volunteer
• Louis Uranga

Most Active SARA Volunteer
• Wendy Mayer

Most Active Master Naturalist
• Donald Ewers

Environmental Advisory Committee (EAC)
• Claire Barnhart Korth • Kent Page
• David Reichert • Maggie Hunt
• Ginger Coleman • Omar Garcia
• Helen Ballew • Richard K. Reed
• Jason Katcmorak • Steve Jendrusch
• John Garland • Truett L. Hunt
• Kiersten Madden 



The San Antonio River Authority’s (SARA) 
2016-17 Fiscal Year (FY) just started and 
SARA staff are already hard at work 
implementing new projects. One of those 
projects is the Watershed Wise River 
Discovery, aimed at bringing together 
SARA’s collective expertise, knowledge 

and data on the history, geography, habitat and ecosystem of 
the river. Each feature of this project will be broken up into a 
series of informative formats that can be shared with various 
audiences to enhance the appreciation and create a modern 
day re-discovery of the San Antonio River.

The Downstream Flood Inundation Library will revisit the 
modeling and mapping previously conducted and will 
update, correct and enhance the inundation data developed 
for the Downstream Flood Mapping and Response System. 
The project will utilize current elevation data, engineering 
methods and recent engineering models to develop a library 
of floodplain polygons that align with U.S. Geological Service 
(USGS) gauge stage elevations to assist Wilson, Karnes and 
Goliad counties with planning and flood responsiveness.

Additional existing projects that will continue to be funded in 

FY 2016/17 include:

• Feral Hog Management: SARA will continue to work with 

the Wildlife Services on active feral hog management 

throughout the watershed and Texas A&M AgriLife on 

outreach to landowners. In addition, SARA is working to 

deploy a feral hog trap loaner for interested landowners. 

• Bacterial Source Tracking (BST): This project determines 

the source of fecal indicator bacteria in the environment. 

In FY 2016/17, the laboratory will market this analysis to 

the public. Staff will work to advance the methodology by 

including additional genetic markers to detect a variety of 

species including feral hog, avian species and ruminants.

SARA is committed to protecting and enhancing our creeks 

and rivers through service, leadership and expertise. The 

hope is that projects created under SARA’s mission will inspire 

actions for healthy creeks and rivers in the community. 

By Darrell T. Brownlow, Ph.D., SARA Board Member, Wilson County

Projects Set For New Fiscal Year
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By Brian Mast, Intergovernmental Relations Specialist

Partnering to Assist

The San Antonio River Authority (SARA) cares about the 
communities of the San Antonio River Watershed and seeks 
to assist when water utility, illegal dumping, storm debris 
removal and other unexpected issues arise. Planning for 
unexpected and unforeseen issues is by its very nature 
difficult, so SARA’s Community Assistance program is 
designed to be nimble and responsive, utilizing SARA 
staff when possible and our procurement process where 
appropriate. This program could not run effectively without 
the assistance and trust of the cities, counties and utilities 
in the watershed, so we appreciate the opportunity to 
participate in developing solutions when the unexpected 
occurs.

In Fiscal Year (FY) 2015/16, SARA has assisted on a range of 
issues and is in the midst of working on a couple that may 
require finishing touches in the new FY 2016/17. Recently, 
SARA, Karnes County and area residents partnered to clean 
up an illegal dumping site in a small creek along County 
Road 302, removing 154 yards of material and 14 handpicked 
bags of trash. SARA assisted La Vernia by providing half 

the purchase price of a new aerator for their wastewater 
treatment plant, which will help ensure high quality effluent 
will continue to be discharged from the plant. In Goliad, SARA 
is working with the City, County, Goliad State Park and local 
stakeholders to replace sun faded outdated trail signage 
along the Angel of Goliad Trail. Also, SARA partnered with the 
City of Floresville to perform a geotechnical study on erosion 
and post-holing issues occurring in Floresville City Park, the 
results of which helped inform the City Council of possible 
solutions. 

Additional projects and ongoing programs that fall under 
the community assistance umbrella include Household 
Hazardous Waste Collection events, the first-ever SARA 
sponsored Agricultural Chemical Collection event, the 
feral hog project and SARA’s partnership with the Soil and 
Water Conservation Districts to provide additional cost-
share assistance for the installation of water quality best 
management practices. 

SARA is honored to work with so many fine partners 
throughout the San Antonio River Watershed. 



On June 15, 2016, the Board of Directors of the San Antonio 
River Authority (SARA) adopted a $161.9 million budget 
for Fiscal Year (FY) 2016/17, with a General Fund budget of 
$38.2 million. The budget is based on a proposed tax rate of 
$0.01729, which is unchanged from the previous fiscal year. 
The approved budget, which begins on July 1, 2016, supports 
projects and programs that advance the agency’s mission to 
sustain and enrich life in the San Antonio River Watershed. 

A main focus in the development of the annual budget is to 
target activities that contribute to planning and execution of 
SARA’s strategic opportunities, such as developing models 
that inform decisions that advance watershed management, 
enhancing awareness and utilization of Low Impact 
Development (LID), delivering and advocating for policies 
that protect fresh water flows and ensuring that SARA has 
the operational capacity to provide effective services for the 
communities we serve. The approved FY 2016/17 budget is 
slightly higher than the FY 2015/16 budget. Major sources of 
revenue in the upcoming FY include property tax revenue, 
capital project funding from partners, grants and charges for 
wastewater services. A large percentage of the annual budget 
is made up of appropriations for approved projects.

The adoption of the FY 2016/17 budget is based on the 
proposed the tax rate of $0.01729 per $100 in property 
value. This proposed tax rate is unchanged from the existing 
approved tax rate in place and equates to an estimated $27.43 
to be paid annually by the average homeowner. SARA is 
authorized by the State Legislature to collect an ad valorem 
tax at a maximum of $0.02 per $100 of assessed value. The tax 

rate must be set at the same rate throughout SARA’s four-
county district including Bexar, Wilson, Karnes and Goliad 
counties and may only be used for planning and operations 
and maintenance activities. The SARA Board of Directors will 
take action on the final tax rate in September after receipt of 
the final property valuations in July. A public hearing will be 
held prior to adoption of the tax rate.

The FY 2016/17 total budget of $161.9 million is made of 
up primarily of the following key areas: General Fund, 
$38.2 million; Capital Improvements, $66.8 million; Utility 
Operations, $17.6 million; and Debt Service, $8.6 million. 

Transfers
7%

Reimbursements
-2%

Debt Service
3%

Total Appropriations

Fund Balance
23%

Personnel
Expenditures

13%
Operating

Expenditures
20%

Capital
Expenditures

1%

Capital
Improvement

Projects
35%
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By Rick Trefzer, Budget Services Manager

San Antonio River Authority Adopts $161.9 Million Budget

Additional 
highlights and 
organization 
narratives can be 
found within the 
budget document 
posted at 
www.sara-tx.org. 



For FY 2016/17, SARA has allocated $3.7 million in General 
Fund revenues for new and ongoing projects across six 
programs tied to the strategic mission of the agency. These 
funds will assist in advancing SARA’s mission through work 
on 50 active projects. In addition, the Parks Development 
Fund and Wastewater Funds are supporting additional 
SARA projects with funding of $317,000 and $5.6 million 
respectively. Most notably, the wastewater utility is expecting 
to start construction in FY 2016/17 of a new wastewater 
treatment plant, which will serve the existing Graytown 
wastewater collection system, with an estimated construction 
cost of $5 million.

Other budget highlights include: 

• Additional investments for the Westside Creeks 
Restoration Project including San Pedro Creek 
Improvements, Elmendorf Lake and Linear Creekways 
Trails projects (Bexar County);

• Adding staff to support the operation and maintenance of 
the public investment on the Mission Reach, with specific 
focus on addressing erosion repairs (Bexar County);

• Continuing the Watershed Wise Rebate Program 
incentivizing LID and training in the use of LID (all four 
counties);

• Investments in technology infrastructure and 
enhancements to enterprise software applications 
(agency-wide); 

• Improvements to increase the amenities available at SARA 
owned parks (Bexar, Karnes and Goliad counties)

• Water quality projects determining water quality threats 
and impairments and identifying possible mitigation 
solutions (all four counties); 

• Sustainability projects focused on trash management and 
mitigation banking (Bexar County);

• Comprehensive Watershed Master Plans addressing flood 
control, water quality and stormwater management (all 
four counties); and

• Plans to update, correct and enhance the flood inundation 
libraries for the Downstream Flood Mapping Response 
System (Wilson, Karnes and Goliad counties)
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As a Board Member of both the San 
Antonio River Authority (SARA) and the 
San Antonio River Foundation (SARF), 
it has been my privilege to witness not 
only the great river improvements which 
SARA has completed on behalf of the 
citizens of our four-county region, but also 
SARF’s wonderful public art and aesthetic 

enhancements on the Museum Reach and the Mission Reach 
that have become symbolic of the river experience.

As the nonprofit partner to SARA, SARF was established to 
complement public investment in the San Antonio River and 
its tributaries with targeted, privately funded initiatives that 
highlight education, stewardship and appreciation for our 
creeks and rivers. SARF invests in public projects that provide 

opportunities for residents and tourists alike to enjoy the 
River’s natural beauty, immerse themselves in its history and 
become thoughtful stewards of its future.

SARF’s ambitious projects range from creating 
unprecedented opportunities for education, recreation and 
interaction with nature along the river to initiating, funding, 
installing and maintaining exciting urban art projects by 
renowned artists from San Antonio, the U.S. and across the 
globe. Examples include Donald Lipski’s now iconic “F.I.S.H.” 
installation under the IH-35 highway bridge at Camden Street 
and Stacy Levy’s fantastic, climbable Mission Concepcíon 
portal, “River Return”, both of which are among the numerous 
pieces of public art donated by SARF to all of the citizens of 
our community.

By Michael W Lackey, P.E., SARA Board Member, Bexar County, District 3

SARA & SARF, A Public Private Partnership 

Unknown to our bustling city, a bright and cheerful avian 
visitor who may previously have been driven away by loss 
of its unique scrub habitat along the San Antonio River, has 
silently returned to the area. Happy to find its niche here 
again, this habitat specialist is oblivious to the fact Bexar 
County, the San Antonio River Authority (SARA), the City of 
San Antonio and other Mission Reach partners strived to 
recreate its sanctuary and are celebrating its presence.

This gray and red desert songbird, called Pyrrhuloxia, is now 
being frequently sighted along the Mission Reach of the San 
Antonio River Walk. SARA is conducting an avian study to 
identify birds of flagship species that indicate success of the 
ecosystem restoration and adaptive management regime in 
the restored habitats of the Mission Reach.

The detection of Pyrrhuloxia, a signature species of thorn-
scrub habitats, so early in the maturation of the project could 
imply that colonization is underway, and that this species 
may become a permanent part of the river’s avian community 
again.

If you are intrigued enough to search for this unique 
songbird, note that it could easily be mistaken for its more 
recognized bright, red cousin, the Northern Cardinal. In 
contrast, the Pyrrhuloxia is distinctly gray with a crooked, 
yellow, parrot-like beak for eating seeds off the ground and 
has patches of red only on its face, breast, wings and tail. Its 

crest is longer than the cardinal’s, and it requires drier scrub 
with mesquite trees. 

In the breeding season, these birds are fiercely vocal and 
territorial within their species. Interestingly, despite their 
territory overlap with the cardinal, there are rarely conflicts. A 
valuable lesson in peaceful co-existence between people and 
wildlife from a little feathered friend. Its poignant presence 
along the Mission Reach represents a significant step in the 
right direction of ecosystem restoration. So, join SARA in 
celebrating the return of the Pyrrhuloxia!

By Minna Paul, Education Coordinator

South Texas Natives 
Pyrrhuloxia [pir-uh-lok-see-uh] (Cardinalis sinuatus)
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By Kayla Gasker, Parks Program Coordinator

Mission Reach Flotilla Festival 

While spring in San Antonio always 
brings extra outdoor events, the month 
of April adds a little zest with official 
Fiesta festivals, parades, concerts 
and themed events. On top of the 
hundreds of official Fiesta events, the 
San Antonio River Foundation (SARF) 
and San Antonio River Authority (SARA), 
introduced the Mission Reach Flotilla 
Festival on Saturday, April 9 at Bexar 
County Mission Park Pavilions. This 
event, although not yet an official Fiesta 
event, strives to eventually be included in the prestigious 
variety of events throughout San Antonio for the two week 
Fiesta event period. 

Located along the Mission Reach hike and bike trail, the 
free-admission Flotilla Festival showcased many ways 
the community can enjoy recreation on and along the 
San Antonio River. The $271.4 Mission Reach Ecosystem 
Restoration & Recreation Project has brought communities 
together to once again participate in all the opportunities 
the San Antonio River provides including cycling, running, 
kayaking and paddle boarding. 

With trail access and views of the San Antonio River, the 
Mission Reach Flotilla Festival hosted a watercraft decorating 
contest. The contest was open to kayaks, canoes and paddle 
boards and included a variety of categories including “Most 
Creative” and “Go Green.” 

“The creativity, ingenuity and DIY-style 
boats were something spectacular to 
see. These participants really set the 
bar high for next year!” Suzanne Scott, 
SARA’s General Manager remarked on 
the contest. Following a judging period 
with notable panelists including District 
3 Councilwoman Rebecca Viagran 
and SARF Chairman and SARA Board 
Member Mike Lackey, the watercrafts 
set sail on the San Antonio River led 

by Grand Marshal Sergio “Chico” Rodriguez, Bexar County, 
County Commissioner, Precinct 1.

The event also featured an impressive live musical lineup 
including The Peterson Brothers, Finding Friday, Los 
Nahuatlatos, Los Texmaniacs and headliner Jimmy Gonzales y 
Grupo Mazz!

With art and craft vendors selling festive hats, jewelry and 
artwork, crafts for kids and an array of delicious food and 
beverages, the Mission Reach Flotilla Festival had a little bit 
of fun for everyone. “We’re going to give the downtown River 
Walk a run for its money!” said SARF’s Executive Director, 
Estela Avery.

Over 2,500 people attended the event and plans for a bigger, 
better event for April 8, 2017 are already underway.

With art and craft 
vendors selling festive 
hats, jewelry and 
artwork, crafts for 
kids and an array of 
delicious food and 
beverages, the Mission 
Reach Flotilla Festival 
had a little bit of fun 
for everyone. 



Stormwater runoff is rainfall that flows off the land and into 
storm drains rather than soaking into the ground. In the San 
Antonio River Watershed, stormwater runoff is not treated 
before it is carried to our creeks and rivers, and as a result, 
it is the watershed’s most significant contributor to water 
quality degradation. Common stormwater pollutants include 
oils, pesticides, fertilizers, bacteria, heavy metals, petroleum 
products and sediment. Segments of the San Antonio River 
and its tributaries are considered impaired for water quality 
due to these stormwater pollutants, particularly bacteria.

Sustainable development is necessary to generate 
improvements in the health of the San Antonio River 
Watershed. Therefore, the San Antonio River Authority (SARA) 
is promoting best management practices (BMPs), such as Low 
Impact Development (LID), for reducing stormwater runoff. 
LID is designed to treat the runoff from small storm events 
on-site and to reduce runoff in larger storms. LID controls 

pollution by reducing the volume of runoff as well as by 
filtering and treating it. 

SARA recently received a Clean Water Act grant from the 
U.S. Environmental Protection Agency through the Texas 
Commission on Environmental Quality that will fund 
stormwater retrofits at SARA’s main office, 100 E. Guenther 
and at SARA’s Environmental Services Center, 600 E. Euclid. 
The retrofits are a way for SARA to lead by example and to use 
the project as a case study of LID retrofits in highly urbanized 
areas. The retrofits include several cisterns, rain gardens and 
permeable pavement parking stalls. 

SARA has collected pre-construction stormwater runoff data 
and will compare it to post-construction data to assess the 
performance of the LID features, which have been designed 
to enhance and complement the existing aesthetic of the 
surrounding neighborhoods. To learn more about LID, visit 
SARA’s website at www.sara-tx.org.

In a pecan grove secreted away on the 
banks of the San Antonio River, the 
voices and giggles of over 100 third-
grade students rise above the trees. 
Their arrival marks the beginning of 
the annual Third Grade Water Festivals, 
which are school field trips that are 
held in partnership between the 
San Antonio River Authority (SARA) 
and Texas A&M University’s AgriLife 
Extension. SARA educators and AgriLife 
agents from Wilson, Karnes and Goliad 
Counties work together to provide the 
best-of-the-best water-based lessons 
and activities to schoolchildren in the 
Southern Basin of the San Antonio River. 

Whether it is hosted at the local SARA 
park or on their school campus, kids dive into hands-on 
activities that teach about water resources, water quality 
and water conservation. “I would have never guessed that 
sharing water with everyone in a town took such teamwork,” 
explained one student. She and her classmates had just 
finished traversing a symbolic obstacle course whilst 

precariously balancing a container of 
water, representing one available water 
source to be shared by an entire town. 

At the festival, one can see kids happily 
devouring their model of an aquifer 
or cheerfully holding up bracelets, the 
beads of which help to explain the 
complex journey of a water molecule 
through the water cycle. The students 
agree at the activities’ conclusions that 
it is up to everyone to help take care of 
every drop of water.

Even with the atmosphere of fun and 
learning outside the normal routine, all 
fair-goers and educators realize how 
crucial the water topics are to learn, 

as well as how important the SARA and AgriLife partnership 
is to this education. Here at the festival, students walk away 
with newfound understanding of their relationship to water 
and the intellectual tools to continue the journey of finding 
innovative solutions for preserving and sustaining our most 
critical of resources.
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By Michelle E Garza, Stormwater Analyst

By Carrie Merson, Education Specialist

SARA Awarded Grant for Building Retrofits

Third Graders are Learning to be Water Leaders

The contents of this document do not necessarily reflect the views and policies of the U.S. Environmental Protection Agency.



By Cole Ruiz, Intergovernmental Relations Coordinator

SARA Star, Dr. Thomas Brings 
National Recognition to San Antonio

The San Antonio River Authority (SARA) is pleased to announce 
that the American Council of Engineering Companies (ACEC) 
recently recognized SARA’s very own Sustainability Stormwater 
Specialist, Dr. Sheeba Thomas (pictured below, third from the 

right) and the consulting firm, Lockwood, Andrews, & Newnam, 
Inc. (LAN) with a National Recognition Award for Exceptional 
Achievement in Engineering. Additionally, the efforts of Dr. 
Thomas and LAN earned a Gold Medal Award at the 2016 ACEC 
Texas Engineering Excellence Awards Competition. As the project 
manager, Dr. Thomas led a combined team of SARA staff and 
representatives of LAN to the completion of SARA’s Water Quality 
Modeling Tool Development project. 

Since inception in 1975, the ACEC of Texas has honored 
outstanding achievements within the engineering community 
by recognizing such accomplishments at the Engineering 
Excellence Awards Competition. A panel of judges from around 
the state select projects based on innovation, future value to the 
engineering profession, social and economic impact, complexity 
and how successfully the project meets the client’s needs. 

SARA’s Water Quality Modeling Tool Development, the project 
for which the ACEC recognized Dr. Thomas and her team, is 
a comprehensive effort to advance water quality modeling 
throughout the San Antonio River Basin. The project developed 
a state-of-the-art water quality modeling standards document 
and several tools to help improve planning and water quality 
throughout the basin. 

As leaders in watershed solutions, SARA’s commitment to 
developing innovative water quality modeling tools supports 
sustainable enhancements to the safety and ecological integrity 
of the San Antonio River Basin. Thanks to the phenomenal efforts 
of Dr. Thomas and her team, SARA will be able to provide its 
stakeholders with powerful planning tools to better evaluate 
the long-term benefits of best management practices, including 
Low Impact Development. The results of SARA’s Water Quality 
Modeling Development project will be showcased in future plans 
and the development and implementation of SARA’s ongoing 
Holistic Watershed Masterplans throughout the San Antonio 
River Basin.
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As you have seen in this River Reach, 
the San Antonio River Authority (SARA) 
recently announced the inaugural 
recipients of the Watershed Wise Awards. 
The Watershed Wise Awards were created 
to bring attention to and honor those who 
are inspiring actions for healthy creeks 

and rivers. These recipients have demonstrated commitment 
to supporting the health and sustainability of the San 
Antonio River watershed. The selections also included special 
recognition by the SARA Board of Directors of institutions 
and individuals with the Watershed Excellence Award for 
Watershed Preservation, Protection and Restoration. 

Rather than having an award ceremony, we created an award 
video highlight the work of several of the recipients and 
hearing in their own words why they are inspired to protect 
the resources of the watershed. We previewed the Watershed 
Wise Awards video at our annual Environmental Film Festival 
in San Antonio and are hosting an encore presentation of the 
film festival and awards video in Goliad this coming fall. 

The presentation gives the viewer of real sense of the passion 
these special people have for the work they do and for the 

impact they have in their communities. From the investment 
of the Bexar County Commissioners Court and the citizens 
of San Antonio have made in projects to enhance the 
appreciation for rivers and creeks to the Goliad Soil and Water 
Conservation District and its Administrative Assistant, Connie 
Waters, creating an innovative agricultural stewardship 
cost-share program that aims to improve the ecosystem 
and surface water quality, these governmental partners are 
supporting projects for a healthier watershed. Individual 
award recipients like Fernando Garza, retired from the Natural 
Resource Conservation Service, Liz Smith, International Crane 
Foundation, Monika Maeckle, homeowner, and Kent Page, 
educator, all have made exceptional contributions to expand 
awareness and knowledge, promote individual responsibility 
and share their wisdom with others. 

Gathering all this great work in one presentation is a lasting 
testament that together we can accomplish so much more 
to preserve and protect our natural resources than we could 
ever do alone. We are so very thankful for the dedication and 
passion of all the Watershed Wise Award recipients. 

For more information, please visit SARA’s Watershed Wise 
webpage here: www.sara-tx.org. 

By Suzanne Scott, General Manager

Honoring the Watershed Wise


