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The San Antonio River Authority (SARA) has a passion for sustaining and enriching life in 

the San Antonio River Watershed. Do you share that passion? 

Then SARA would like you to become one of the Watershed Wise Warriors to help advance 

the sustainability of the watershed. As a Watershed Wise Warrior you will be invited to 

participate in a variety of activities such as cleanups, ecosystem restoration projects and 

watershed education opportunities throughout the San Antonio River Watershed.

By joining the ranks of the Watershed Wise Warriors, your passion for the environment will 

be put into action. Visit www.sara-tx.org and join the Watershed Wise Warriors today! 



Each year, the San Antonio River Authority’s (SARA) 
management team and program leaders, with guidance 
from the Board of Directors, reviews and updates the 
agency’s annual strategic plan. The strategic plan 
establishes SARA’s vision, mission and core values. Building 
upon these elements, long-term strategic opportunities are 
identified and agency goals and objectives established. As a 
results-focused organization, these objectives are measured 
and reported quarterly throughout the fiscal year.

These objectives include improving watershed health and 
safety by expanding water quality monitoring capabilities 
to test for and measure metals in sediment, as well as 
increasing the public’s awareness of flood risks. In efforts 
to increase community appreciation and access to rivers 
and creeks, additional park programs will be implemented 
and nature-based park and paddling trail opportunities 
within SARA owned and/or managed parks will be further 
developed .

To advance and implement strategies that promote a 
sustainable watershed, SARA will work with municipalities 
to advance Low Impact Development (LID) practices into 

development codes. SARA will also utilize watershed 
master plans to promote the implementation of stormwater 
Best Management Practices (BMPs) and operations and 
maintenance strategies for these BMPs .

SARA will promote sustainable development practices 
within its wastewater treatment service areas while 
increasing the number of wastewater connections in 
order to support quality service delivery, diversification 
and leveraging of funding sources. Additionally, SARA will 
continue to seek excellence in the delivery of services by 
furthering the use of project management best practices.

Last, but certainly of equal or greatest importance, SARA 
will continue to strengthen, develop, and build employee 
dedication through developing and implementing a 
leadership development program and will increase access 
to and use of wellness programs to control the cost of 
healthcare .

Through accomplishing these objectives over the course of 
the fiscal year, SARA will move closer to achieving its long-
term strategic opportunities and agency goals.

By Rudy Farias

The San Antonio River Authority (SARA) is delighted to 
introduce George Gonzales, Lead Lab Analyst, in SARA’s 
Utilities Department. 

George began his career with SARA 13 
years ago in our Utilities Department at the 
Upper Martinez Waste Water Treatment 
Plant (WWTP) as a Utilities Crewman. His 
duties were to run the filter/belt press and 
load tractor trailers with a bobcat. George 
soon advanced to a Lab Crewman at SARA’s 
Salatrillo WWTP where he conducted 
sampling and water testing. In August 2006, 
he was promoted to Lead Lab Analyst, 
the position he holds today. In this role, 
George composites effluent samples every 
weekday, processes control analysis for Total Suspended 
Solids for all of SARA’s WWTPs and samples total 
solids sludge along with sludge cake analysis from the 
filter press. The information is then used by the plant 
operators to calculate, maintain and control the food to 
microorganism populations in the treatment race tracks. 
This is a very important step in controlling the ammonia 

and nitrates which is a major part of producing superior 
quality effluent.

George is native to San Antonio. He earned his 
Associates of Applied Science Degree in 
Industrial Engineering from San Antonio 
College. He has been married to his wife, 
Karen, for 41 years and has two daughters 
and two grandsons. In his spare time, he 
loves to work on cars from the 1930s and 
Triumph motorcycles. He gets a great 
satisfaction from “putting these old works 
of art back on the road.” What gives him an 
even greater satisfaction is when he takes 
them for a drive with his grandson as his co-
pilot.

George says as an 8-year old, he caught his first fish by 
the Pearl Brewery near the Josephine Street bridge. He 
recently took his grandsons fishing at the same location 
and they too caught their first fish near the Pearl. 
George said, “It really made me proud to be a part of 
SARA as a steward and as a constituent knowing that my 
grandchildren will enjoy our river too.”

By Kim Garcia

SARA’s Goals - Fiscal Year 2015

Employee Highlight
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Did you know the San Antonio River Authority (SARA) 

has an award winning Wastewater Utilities department? 

This spring, SARA’s Utilities team 

was presented with two 2014 Water 

Environment Association of Texas 

(WEAT) Municipal Wastewater 

Treatment Plant (WWTP) of the 

Year awards at the Texas Water 

Conference in Dallas, Texas. The 

City of La Vernia WWTP, which SARA 

operates, received the award for 

Category No. 1 given to plants with 

flow rates less than 1 million gallons 

per day (MGD). The second award was given to SARA’s 

Upper Martinez WWTP under Category No. 2 given 

to plants with flow rates between 1 and 15 MGD. This 

plant services part of East Bexar County residential and 

commercial connections.

WEAT is made up of more than 1,600 Texas professionals 

that dedicate their careers to protecting and 

enhancing Texas water resources. They are a not-for-

profit technical and educational 

organization with members from a 

variety of disciplines.

In a letter, the WEAT Awards 

Committee Chair, Kim Chanslor, 

P.E., states that SARA’s WWTPs 

were chosen because they have 

“consistently exhibited outstanding 

performance of daily activities 

beyond the normal call of duty.” 

SARA was also awarded this prestigious award in 2010, 

under Category No. 2, for their Salatrillo WWTP, and 

again in 2011, under Category No. 1, for the Somerset 

WWTP, which SARA operates. The majority of the 

wastewater treated comes from residential homes, 

but also includes some retail commercial businesses. 

Congratulations to our Utilities team!

By Gloria Rodriguez

AWARD WINNING SERVICE

Waste Collection Benefits Community
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On March 29, the San Antonio 

River Authority (SARA) in 

partnership with Karnes County 

and Marathon Oil Corporation 

sponsored its semi-annual 

household hazardous waste 

disposal event in Karnes County. 

These events are held in each 

of the three Southern Basin 

counties of Wilson, Karnes, and 

Goliad, and give residents an 

opportunity to properly dispose of household and automotive 

hazardous waste, including used tires, electronic waste and 

unused or unwanted pharmaceuticals, to ensure they do not 

end up being released into the watershed.

The event, which was held at the Karnes County Youth Show 

Barn, was supported by Karnes County staff, and made 

possible through funding from SARA’s Community Assistance 

Program and Marathon Oil. Marathon Oil contributed $10,000 

to help offset the cost of providing this free event to the 
public. There were over 100 households from the various 
communities around the county that participated. SARA staff 
and vendors collected over 2,300 pounds of electronic waste, 
over 3,100 pounds of paint and other paint related material, 
over 1,600 pounds of oil and oil filters, 50 pounds of unused 
or unwanted pharmaceuticals and over 800 used vehicle 
tires .

Every year our watershed is affected by pollutants which 
impact water quality and harm the environment of our rivers 
and creeks. These household hazardous waste collection 
events provide a safe and convenient venue for residents 
to suitably discard items that could potentially have serious 
impacts if released into the watershed .

SARA is passionately committed to the preservation, 
protection and sustainability of the San Antonio River 
Watershed, and will continue to partner with local 
governments and other organizations on collection events 
throughout its four-county jurisdiction.

By H.B. Ruckman, III, SARA Board Member, Karnes County



New accreditation is providing a great opportunity for the 

San Antonio River Authority (SARA) Regional Environmental 

Laboratory to expand its services to clients by offering 

testing for volatile suspended solids (VSS). In March, the lab 

received accreditation for VSS from the Texas Commission 

on Environmental Quality 

(TCEQ) through the National 

Environmental Laboratory 

Accreditation Program 

(NELAP). The TCEQ is an 

approved accreditation 

body authorized to assess 

environmental laboratories for 

compliance with The NELAC 

Institute Standard. 

The laboratory conducts VSS, 

primarily on non-potable 

water. Through extremely 

intense heat, organic matter 

and volatile substances are 

burned off and our scientists 

can determine the amount of 

solids left in water samples . 

“Implementing VSS testing 

capabilities has allowed the 

laboratory to increase its 

accreditation scope and meet 

the testing demands of our clients and monitoring projects; 

such as the Lower Leon Creek Use Attainability project. It 

also provided staff the opportunity to research and develop 

additional technical skills,” said David Hernandez, SARA 

Environmental Laboratory Supervisor.

The SARA laboratory has been operating for more than 

40 years. First located at the Salatrillo Creek Wastewater 

Treatment Plant, the lab later moved to the main office 

at Guenther Street and then to its current location inside 

SARA’s Environmental Center in downtown San Antonio at 

600 East Euclid Avenue.

SARA’s highly trained team of scientists conducts a wide 

variety of analysis that includes: microbiology, nutrients, 

anions, wet chemistry and heavy metals . 

Until recently, just a couple of laboratories, statewide, were 

contracted to test drinking 

water samples from all Public 

Water Systems for the Lead 

and Copper Program. The 

TCEQ began allowing other 

accredited laboratories, 

including SARA, to analyze 

samples for this program in 

2013 .

“Analyzing drinking water 

samples for the Lead and 

Copper Program has allowed 

the laboratory to offer testing 

services to new clients in 

south and central Texas,” 

added Hernandez . 

The laboratory is accredited 

to test for 23 different 

metals in drinking water 

and non-potable water; such 

as arsenic, lead, cadmium, 

nickel, copper, and iron .

The laboratory serves a diverse group of clients including: 

other laboratories, public water systems, municipalities, 

water purveyors, consultants, private well owners, the 

general public, as well as, local, state and federal agencies. 

“The laboratory prides itself in maintaining high quality 

standards and takes proactive measures to research and 

implement additional capabilities to meet the testing 

demands of our clients,” stated Hernandez.

For more information, contact our laboratory staff at 210-

302-3649 or online at www.sara-tx.org .

By Darlene Dorsey
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SARA Laboratory Reaching More Clients



On June 18, 2014, the Board of Directors of the San Antonio 

River Authority (SARA) adopted a $95.7 million budget for 

Fiscal Year 2014/15, with a General Fund budget of $25.8 

million. The budget is based on a proposed tax rate of 

$0.017798, which is unchanged from the previous Fiscal 

Year. The approved budget, which begins on July 1, 2014, 

supports projects and programs that advance the agency’s 

mission to sustain and enrich 

life in the San Antonio River 

Watershed . 

The approved budget 

allows SARA to expand 

the capabilities of the 

Environmental Sciences 

Department laboratory 

by purchasing metals 

testing equipment and 

a mercury analyzer. The 

addition of an automated 

sampler and stormwater 

units, along with adding a 

Water Quality Scientist and 

Aquatic Biologist, will further improve SARA’s scientific 

abilities. SARA’s sustainability efforts within the Watershed 

Engineering Department are also growing with the addition 

of a Landscape Architect position that will work throughout 

the district to advance sustainable land use techniques, 

such as Low Impact Development and Green Infrastructure.

There is also funding in the budget to expand SARA’s 

nature-based parks and paddling trails. This expansion of 

recreational access comprises improvements to SARA’s 

existing parks including the Branch River Park in Goliad 

County, the Helton-San Antonio River Nature Park and 

County Road 125 River Park in Wilson County and the 

former Catfish Farm property along the Medina River in 

Bexar County. Also at the board meeting on June 18, the 

Board approved a land exchange arrangement with OCI 

Solar in which SARA acquired the Trueheart Ranch located 
in southern Bexar County along the San Antonio River. 
Development of this property, with funds approved in the 
budget, will provide a link between the Mission Reach 
Paddling Trail in Bexar County and the SASPAMCO Paddling 
Trail which ends in Wilson County.

The adoption of the budget for Fiscal Year 2014/15 is based 
on the proposed the tax rate 
of $0.017798 per $100 in 
property value. This proposed 
tax rate is the same as the 
previous Fiscal Year, and it 
equates to approximately 
$25.53 to be paid annually 
by the average homeowner . 
SARA is authorized by the 
State Legislature to collect 
an ad valorem tax at a 
maximum of $0.02 per $100 
of assessed value. The tax 
rate must be set at the same 
rate throughout SARA’s four-

county district including Bexar, Wilson, Karnes and Goliad 
counties and may only be used for planning and operations 
and maintenance activities. The SARA board of directors will 
take action on the final tax rate in September after receipt 
of the final property valuations in July. A public hearing will 
be held prior to adoption of the tax rate.

A summary of the fiscal year 2014/15 total budget of $95.7 
million for each of SARA’s five service areas is as follows: 
Flood Control - $55 million; Water Quality - $2.8 million; 
Water Resources - $0.9 million; Utilities - $19.4 million; and 
Park Services - $17.6 million. Budget highlights include: 

• Project Manager of the San Antonio River Improvements 
Project (Bexar County)

• Operations & Maintenance of the Museum, Eagleland 
and Mission Reaches (Bexar County)

By Steven Schauer

SARA Adopts $95.7 Million Budget
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The approved budget, which begins on July 1, 2014, supports 
projects and programs that advance the agency’s mission to sustain 

and enrich life in the San Antonio River Watershed.

Budget expands technical capabilities, sustainability efforts and recreational access.
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• Sustainability projects advancing practices and 

technology focusing on land use and stormwater 

management (all four counties)

• Flood mitigation projects including flood warning and 

response systems and RiskMAP (all four counties)

• Water quality projects determining water quality threats 

and impairments and identifying possible mitigation 

solutions (all four counties)

• Comprehensive Watershed Master Plans addressing flood 

control, water quality and stormwater management (all 

four counties)

• Nature-based Parks and Paddling Trails, including: 

Museum, Eagleland and Mission Reaches, Mission Reach 

and Medina River Paddling Trails, Catfish Farm, Trueheart 

Ranch, and 1604 River Access Site (Bexar County); 

County Road 125, Helton San Antonio River Nature Park 

and SASPAMCO Paddling Trail (Wilson County); Escondido 

Creek Parkway (Karnes County); and Branch River Park 

and Goliad Paddling Trail (Goliad County) 

• Westside Creeks Restoration Project including San Pedro 

Creek Project and Elmendorf Lake Project and Linear 

Creekway Trail Development (Bexar County)

The fiscal year 2014/15 budget is available for review at 

www.sara-tx.org .*Less operating transfers out and depreciation

 

 

 

 

2012/13 
Actual Budget

$  $84,521,405 

$ 1,592,826

$ 443,457

$ 11,367,622

$ 2,547,387

$ 3,163,618

 

$ 103,636,315*

2013/14 
Current Budget

$ 65,692,478 

$ 2,314,324

$  2,109,224

$ 27,567,1200 

$ 11,888,185

— 

 

$ 109,571,331*

2014/15 
Adopted Budget

$ 54,968,301 

$ 2,830,183 

$ 909,234 

$ 19,437,914 

$ 17,576,921

—

 

$ 95,722,554*
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Flood Control 
58%

Water Quality 3%

Park Services 
18%

Water Resources 1%

Utilities 
20%

 Flood Control

Water Quality

Water Resources
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Funds to Fund 
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In commemoration of the fifth anniversary of the grand 

opening of the Museum Reach segment of the San Antonio 

River Walk held on May 30, 2009, the San Antonio River 

Authority (SARA) and the City of San Antonio have compiled 

data that demonstrates that the 

initial capital investment of $72 

million in the river improvements 

is generating an annual economic 

impact today from new business 

operations of $139 million. 

The addition of the 1.3 miles 

of River Walk stretching north 

of downtown was funded by 

the City of San Antonio, Bexar 

County and the San Antonio River 

Foundation and it has added 

more than walkways, beautiful 

landscaping and public art to the 

banks of the river, the project 

has also been a catalyst for 

the development of more than 

50 new businesses and 1,260 

new housing units representing over $253 million in private 

investment . 

“The public investment in the Museum Reach is doing its job 

not only in the impressive economic return it continues to 

generate for the city, but in the value the river is bringing 

to the quality of life for the residents,” said SARA’s General 

Manager Suzanne Scott. “SARA staff working on Museum 

Reach regularly hears from local residents who are enjoying 

this unique part of the River Walk from taking an evening 

stroll, celebrating a wedding, visiting the museums or 

commuting to work.” 

SARA asked Steve Nivin, Ph .D ., 

assistant professor of economics 

at St. Mary’s University, to gather 

data to mark the anniversary of 

the opening by quantifying the 

economic transformation that 

the Museum Reach spurred. It 

is estimated that the businesses 

in the area employ 800 full-

time equivalent positions and 

support over 1,200 jobs across 

the community. Nivin estimates 

that the cumulative impact of 

these businesses generate direct 

output of more than $81 million, 

and a total economic impact to 

the community of $139 million 

annually.

Although Nivin notes that the 

economic recession slowed investment in the Museum Reach 

immediately as the construction of the project was ending 

in 2008-2009, he states that, “The impact will continue to 

grow in this area over the next 15 to 20 years. It is likely 

that there will be at least another $1 billion in investment 

in the area similar to the investments already made.” For 

more information about the Museum Reach, visit www.

sanantonioriver.org .

By Yviand Serbones

 Celebrating the Museum Reach 5th Anniversary

...the initial capital investment of $72 million in the river 
improvements is generating an annual economic impact today from 

new business operations of $139 million. 



Enriching Life
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As a local businesswoman 
and former councilperson for 
San Antonio District 5, the 
opportunity to contribute to 
the efforts of an organization 
whose principle interests lies in 
the well-being of the community 
is an incredible honor and 
privilege . 

The San Antonio River 
Authority’s (SARA) message has continuously promoted 
how a healthy watershed can have a tremendous impact 
on the sustainability of the region’s economy, ecology and 
altogether community. The Westside Creeks Restoration 
Project is an especially representative example of SARA’s 
dedication to the holistic wellbeing of the San Antonio River . 
The various projects within the Westside Creeks Restoration 
Project will not only beautify the city, but will also raise 
the standard of environmental stewardship throughout 
the watershed. Furthermore, the process engages the 

community and raises overall appreciation for the river as 
a vital resource for the public’s recreational needs and as a 
living environmental habitat . No entity is better at bringing 
rejuvenation to communities throughout the river basin than 
SARA . 

Serving Bexar County’s District 2 on SARA’s Board of 
Directors has been an exciting journey thus far. The 
development and progress of the Westside Creeks 
Restoration Project has provided this community with an 
optimistic outlook for things to come. The progress of this 
organization’s efforts has a positive impact downstream as 
well. SARA plays a crucial role in planning for the future 
demands of the entire watershed while working with 
neighboring regions to optimize conservation efforts across 
the State of Texas. With a mission to sustain and enrich life 
in the San Antonio River Watershed, SARA’s holistic approach 
encompasses consideration for the region’s environmental, 
recreational and economic needs. This is a very exciting time 
to be involved with SARA’s initiative. The opportunity to 
serve on the SARA board has never been more enticing . 

By Lourdes Galvan, SARA Board Member, Bexar County District 2

Predatory, beautiful, and rather dainty, ladybugs 
seem almost fairytale-like in their appearance, yet are 
remarkable hunters. Whether you call them ladybirds, 
lady beetles, or even ladybird 
beetles, these small beetles have 
made a tremendous and positive 
impact on the world’s agriculture by 
eating their primary prey species, the 
aphid, which historically destroyed 
crops. Hence, it is thought that the 
ladybug’s name is derived from 
farmers rejoicing that the Virgin Mary 
(often shown in paintings wearing a 
red cloak) answered their prayers for 
crop protection and dubbed the small 
beetle “Our Lady’s Beetles.” 

Ladybugs are in the family Coccinellidae which 
constitute over 5,000 different species. Surprising, 
not all ladybug species are red with black spots. Some 
species are black with red spots, drab with no spots, 
green and spotted, striped, and variations in between. 

Texas boasts approximately 136 native species of 
ladybug. Each of these species is unique in the niche and 

role they play in ecosystems, hunting specific prey and 
laying their eggs in different types of vegetation. Hence, 
the species’ diversity is important in maintaining balance 

and managing pests. 

When a ladybug first emerges from 
its egg, it looks more like a tiny 
black and red crocodile, with its 
long, wing-less, and scaly body. This 
strange looking creature is simply 
the larval stage of the ladybug, 
much like the caterpillar is the 
larval stage of the butterfly. Once 
mature, the ladybug larvae enters 
the pupal stage, at which time it will 
slowly metamorphose into what we 
recognize as the iconic ladybug adult.

Ladybugs provide an invaluable ecosystem service, free 
of charge, by consuming up to 5,000 pests, like the 
aphid, in their personal lifetime. Today, the ladybug 
is still seen as an excellent and natural alternative to 
chemical pesticides in gardens and agriculture. If you are 
lucky enough to have one land on your shoulder, be sure 
to offer it win-win residence in your garden. 

By Carrie Merson
South Texas Natives



National Public Lands Day (NPLD) is the nation’s largest, 
single-day volunteer effort for public lands. In 2013, more 
than 175,000 volunteers and park 
visitors celebrated at 2,237 public land 
sites in all 50 states. On September 27, 
2014, the San Antonio River Authority 
(SARA) and REI are partnering up to 
celebrate NPLD through a water-based 
river cleanup of the SASPAMCO Paddling 
Trail between the access points at 
the County Road 125 River Park and 
Helton-San Antonio River Nature Park. 
Registered volunteers will receive a 
T-shirt, breakfast snacks, and lunch at 
the takeout point.

Also on September 27, SARA invites you to come and 
celebrate the grand opening of the Helton-San Antonio River 
Nature Park. The park sits on 100 acres in Wilson County 
with frontage along the San Antonio River and Calaveras 
Creek. There will be free lunch provided for all who attend 

along with presentations from our partners about their 
unique outdoor programming and services including REI, 

Boys and Girls Club of Wilson County, 
Floresville Crossfit Center and many 
more . SARA will also celebrate the 
completion of the 1 .5 mile hike and 
bike trail in the park with a ribbon 
cutting ceremony. For those not wanting 
to participate in the NPLD paddling 
event, there will also be land-based 
stewardship opportunities at the park. 
So, come out and walk the trails, see 
the new park amenities and learn about 
all the recreation opportunities at the 
Helton – San Antonio River Nature Park. 

To learn more about the Helton – San Antonio River Nature 
Park or the NPLD festivities on September 27, including how 
to register for the water-based cleanup or volunteer for the 
land-based project, please visit www.sara-tx.org .

Celebrating our Public Resources
By Matthew Driffill
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This spring, the San Antonio River Authority’s (SARA) 

recreation team and education staff conducted numerous 

field trips at Helton-San Antonio River Nature Park in Wilson 

County and Branch River Park in Goliad County. Partnering 

with Mitchell Lake Audubon Center, Texas Tech Outdoor 

School, Nueces River Authority, Texas Parks & Wildlife 

Department, SeaWorld San 

Antonio, and San Antonio 

Natural Areas, SARA was able 

to provide fun, interactive, 

and educational activities 

for Floresville Independent 

School District grades third 

through fifth at Helton-San 

Antonio River Nature Park. 

At Branch River Park, Goliad 

Middle School seventh graders 

explored nature and science 

with the assistance of the 

Guadalupe-Blanco River 

Authority and Texas Master 

Naturalists. 

Field trips to SARA’s parks 

offer students the opportunity 

to expand their classroom 

learning into the natural environment. With a wide range of 

activities, covering topics such as water quality, dynamics 

of a watershed, mammal adaptations, tree identification, 

and aquifers, the students received a well-rounded learning 

experience that complimented what they have learned in 

the classroom. In one activity provided by Mitchell Lake 

Audubon Center, students searched for and identified macro 

invertebrates from nearby Calaveras Creek . SeaWorld made 

a splash with the students by having students dress up like 

an orca whale while discussing aquatic mammal adaptations. 

The Nueces River Authority illustrated the differences in 

water runoff on permeable and impervious surfaces by using 

a rainfall runoff simulator. 

Today, more teachers are emphasizing the importance of 

water conservation and land stewardship, and by visiting 

SARA’s beautiful nature and 

river parks, students get an 

up close look at what is worth 

protecting. Suddenly the 

seemingly one-dimensional 

science lesson on water 

quality in the classroom, 

transforms into a practical, 

real-life experiment using the 

water from the San Antonio 

River. Brandi Roberts, fifth 

grade science teacher at 

Floresville South Elementary, 

reflected on the field trips, 

“Science in the Park was a 

great success for our fifth 

graders! They were able to 

experience hands-on science 

experiments that we have 

been learning about in class. 

The instructors that we had really took the time to connect 

with our students and make sure that they understood the 

lessons. Thank you San Antonio River Authority!” 

As leaders in watershed solutions, SARA strives to educate 

area youth about the region’s precious natural resources. 

Sometimes all it takes is a walk through Mother Nature’s 

classroom. If your school, group, or organization is interested 

in a field trip at one of SARA’s parks, please contact Kayla 

Gasker at (210) 302-3259 or kgasker@sara-tx.org .

By Kayla Gasker

Educating Outside of the Classroom
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Today, more teachers are emphasizing the importance 
of water conservation and land stewardship...



With the approval of the Fiscal Year 2015 budget, the San 
Antonio River Authority (SARA) is focused on advancing 
our engineering and scientific capabilities to enhance our 
knowledge of and responsiveness to the dynamic needs 
and concerns of the citizens and communities within the 
San Antonio River Watershed. 

SARA is adding equipment and training within our Water 
Quality Laboratory to expand our ability to 
test for the presence of metals in sediment 
and determine the impact of those metals on 
the water quality of rivers and creeks. This 
capability will broaden our understanding of 
the various contaminants that enter the river 
and develop actions necessary to reduce any 
harmful effects. In addition, an expansion 
of SARA’s stormwater monitoring program 
is supported through the deployment of 
more automated water quality samplers and 
the integration of the resulting data into 
computer models that can identify potential 
sources of pollutants coming from the 
adjacent watershed. SARA will also conduct 
or participate in scientific studies aimed at increasing 
data and understanding of the complex ecosystem in the 
San Antonio bay and estuary. 

In the upcoming year, the Watershed Engineering staff 
will develop new information to help citizens assess their 
risk of flooding. The data will allow a homeowner to not 

only know if they are in a floodplain, but how deep the 
water could get and the probability of the flood occurring 
within the life of an average mortgage. Our engineering 
staff will also complete watershed master plans and study 
efforts that will determine how sustainable land use 
practices and public policies can be applied to improve 
the health of the river while ensuring continued economic 

development. 

Funds within the budget will also invest in 
the rehabilitation of a flood mitigation dam 
and initiate a stream mitigation bank that will 
allow public entities to more efficiently meet 
federal regulations when constructing capital 
projects. Additional river access points for 
paddling and amenities at SARA parks will 
create more opportunities for recreation 
along the river.

To practice our core value of stewardship, we 
not only work to protect the resources of the 
watershed but we also take seriously our role 
of stewards of the fiscal resources entrusted 

to us to carry out our mission. I invite you to view our 
budget and review our list of programs and projects 
for the upcoming year on our website’s “Financial 
Information” tab. SARA budget documents and financial 
audit books from 2007 through today are also available at 
our website; www.sara-tx.org. 

By Suzanne Scott, General Manager

New Fiscal Year Brings Expanded Capabilities

100 E. Guenther St. 
P.O. Box 839980 
San Antonio, TX 78283-9980
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