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As “Leaders in Watershed Solutions,” the San Antonio River 

Authority (SARA) is committed to making the river safe, 

healthy and enjoyable . Much of the enjoyment can be found 

at SARA-owned or -managed nature parks and paddling trails . 

These facilities enhance community appreciation for and 

provide access to the San Antonio River and its tributaries . 

Two of SARA’s goals are to increase revenues through grants 

and increase park attendance through programming . Over 

the past few years, these goals have been realized with 

grants totaling $300,000 for improvements at Helton-San 

Antonio River Nature Park . These funds will be used to 

construct trails throughout the 98-acre nature park that 

will meander through the pecan grove and along the San 

Antonio River . Additionally, $30,000 in grant funds have been 

received for park programs .

Park programming has caused an increase in attendance at 

Branch Nature Park, Jackson Nature Park and the Helton-

San Antonio River Nature Park through programs such as 

bird watching, guided nature hikes and school field trips. 

Beginning in August, SARA will host a nature event at Helton-

San Antonio River Nature Park beginning at 9 a .m . every 

second Saturday of the month (see page 5 for more details) .

Helton-San Antonio River Nature Park is located in Wilson 

County along the San Antonio River at F .M . 775 . Jackson 

Nature Park is also located in Wilson County along Cibolo 

Creek at Old Floresville Road near the City of Stockdale . 

Branch Nature Park is located in Goliad County, a block from 

the Courthouse Square at South Commercial Street and West 

Fannin in the City of Goliad .

If you would like more information on SARA’s nature parks, 

visit www.sara-tx.org or call 210-227-1373 or toll-free 1-866-

345-7272 .

By Rudy Farias

It is with great pleasure that the San Antonio River 
Authority (SARA) introduces Chris Giambernardi, 
Park Project Coordinator, in the Watershed and Park 
Operations Department. 

Chris began his career at SARA 16 years 
ago as a Park Ranger in our Parks Services 
Department. He went on to become the 
Park Police Supervisor, Parks Concession 
Supervisor, Park Specialist I and Park 
Specialist II, and recently was promoted 
to his current position as Park Project 
Coordinator. As Park Project Coordinator, 
Chris assists in developing and overseeing 
park projects and re-establishing natural 
and native habitats in the SARA parks. He 
coordinates with outside vendors and contractors on 
future park projects and upgrades, oversees current 
projects and assists Parks staff with maintenance 
duties when needed.

Kristen Hansen, Watershed and Park Operations 
Department Manager, had this to say about Chris: 
“Chris is a great employee all around. He’s very willing 

to take charge of situations and is a respected leader.” 

Chris has lived in San Antonio and its surrounding 
suburbs all his life. He has been married to his high-

school sweetheart for 23 years and 
together they have an 11-year-old daughter. 
They enjoy traveling, going to the movies, 
hunting, fishing and going to sporting events 
such as Spurs, Cowboys and Rangers games. 
Chris served in the National Guard for 11 
years and is always generous with his time 
by volunteering at several SARA events. 

One of Chris’ projects is to manage the 
construction of the trail system at the 
Helton-San Antonio River Nature Park in 

Wilson County. If you haven’t been to Helton recently, 
mark your calendars for the second Saturday of each 
month from 9 to 11 a.m. starting on August 10 as 
SARA kicks off a series of monthly programs for the 
community. Topics will vary, so check the events 
page on www.sara-tx.org for the latest schedule and 
information.

By Kim Garcia

SARA’s Goals - Measuring Up

Employee Highlight
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Following the sudden passing of Mike Gonzales, one 
of the San Antonio River Authority’s (SARA) long-time 
employees, in June 2012, the Michael “Mike” Gonzales 
Memorial Internship was created to give full-time 
undergraduate students in Texas the opportunity to 
intern with SARA’s Environmental Sciences 
Department in San Antonio. 

Gonzales began his career with SARA as 
a field biologist in 1982 and was deputy 
director of Technical Services at the time of 
his passing. His passion for environmental 
science and the outdoors, and his desire to 
educate and inspire today’s youth to pursue 
a career in these fields, motivated SARA to 
create the internship in his honor. 

Steve Lusk, SARA’s manager of Environmental Sciences 
and a colleague of Gonzales, fondly recalls Mike’s 
dedication to mentoring and positively influencing young 
minds, and how he was a true environmental scientist. 
When it came to instilling a passion for nature and 
environmental sciences, “Mike was a realist,” Lusk said. 

He knew that “you had to work with people to make this 
happen.” 

The 13-week paid internship runs from mid-May to 
mid-August, and interns will mainly work in the field 

in activities like water quality sampling, 
fish sampling, mussel surveying, data 
management and understanding quality 
assurance. Students must also belong to the 
Texas chapter of the American Fisheries 
Society, of which Gonzales was a member. 

Lusk officially announced the internship 
at the chapter’s annual meeting this past 
January. The announcement was received 
with great support and excitement. This past 
April, SARA selected Jacob Senegle (pictured 

left) to be the first intern in the Michael “Mike” 
Gonzales Memorial Internship. Senegle recently earned 
his associate of science degree with a concentration 
in biology at San Antonio College and will pursue a 
bachelor’s degree in environmental science at the 
University of Texas at San Antonio in the fall.

By Yviand Serbones

SARA Creates Memorial Internship
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The Board of Directors of the 
San Antonio River Authority 
(SARA) recently adopted a $75 .8 
million budget for Fiscal Year 
2013/14, which began on July 1, 
2013 . Comparison to last year’s 
budget shows a $70 .5 million 
decrease, reflecting completion 
of construction of the Mission 
Reach Ecosystem Restoration 
and Recreation Project, which 
is funded by Bexar County and 

managed by SARA. This coming year’s budget reflects a 
significant shift away from managing capital projects, toward 
an increase in emphasis on supporting ongoing operations 
and maintenance projects, particularly the eight-mile Mission 
Reach Project and the already completed Museum and 
Eagleland Reaches along the San Antonio River .

Board members were very pleased with the work of the 
SARA staff in preparing a fiscally sound and efficient budget 
that meets SARA’s operational and service obligations, as 

well as community expectations . The approved budget 
also allows SARA to continue raising awareness about 
sustainability issues, including educating the community 
about how land use and development planning can be done 
in a way that minimizes flooding and removes pollutants 
before they reach the river and its tributaries . The budget 
also includes support for flood control and water quality 
concerns throughout the agency’s four county district . 
Funding to expand recreational and science-based education 
opportunities throughout the district is also included in the 
budget .

The budget for Fiscal Year 2013/14 includes an increase in 
the tax rate from $0 .017370 per $100 in property value to 
$0 .018431, about one tenth of a penny per $100 valuation . 
For the average district homestead value of $138,000, this 
equates to an estimated annual increase of $1 .40 over the 
amount paid last year . SARA remains acutely aware that 
we are operating with our taxpayers’ hard-earned money, 
and we budget and operate conservatively to perform our 
mission . We welcome further inquiries into our budget and 
tax rate . Please contact us with your input . 

Board Pleased with Budget Efforts 
By Thomas G. Weaver, SARA Board Member, Bexar County District 4
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Come join the San Antonio River Authority for Second Saturdays 
at Helton-San Antonio River Nature Park, featuring a variety of 
fun, family friendly activities geared toward exploring the 
beautiful Helton Nature Park. All events start at 9 a .m . 

and last approximately two hours . Bring your friends and 

your family! For more information and reservations, please 

contact Adam Anulewicz by email at aanulewicz@sara-tx.org 
or by calling (210) 227-1373 or toll free (866) 345-7272 . 

Please come prepared for walking in the outdoors and bring water! 
If you cannot attend these events, please visit the park at your 
convenience or watch for future events hosted by the San Antonio 
River Authority at www.sara-tx.org.



On June 19th, the Board of Directors of the San Antonio 
River Authority (SARA) adopted a $75 .8 million budget 
for Fiscal Year 2013/14, which began on July 1, 2013 . The 
approved budget supports projects and programs that 
advance the agency’s mission to sustain and enrich life in 
the San Antonio River Watershed . 

The total budget reflects a $70.5 million decrease from the 
previous fiscal year because 
Mission Reach construction 
managed by SARA and 
funded by Bexar County is 
coming to a close . While the 
overall budget is decreasing, 
SARA’s general fund budget is 
increasing by $1 .8 million, with 
$1 .2 million of that increase 
going to support the on-going 
operations and maintenance 
on the eight-mile ecosystem 
restoration and recreation 
project . SARA also uses general 
fund revenue to maintain the completed Museum and 
Eagleland Reaches of the San Antonio River Walk .

Although the overall agency budget decreased, 
SARA’s operations and maintenance expenditures 
are increasing as the agency takes on more of the 
Mission Reach maintenance responsibilities . As a 
result, the adoption of the budget for fiscal year 
2013/14 includes a small increase in the tax rate 
from $0 .017370 per $100 in property value to 
$0 .018431 . This tax rate equates to approximately 
$24 .30 paid annually by the average homeowner, 
which is an estimated increase of $1 .40 over 
the amount paid annually last fiscal year. The 
average homestead value in SARA’s four county 
district is $138,000 . 

SARA is authorized by the State Legislature 
to collect an ad valorem tax at a 
maximum of $0 .02 per $100 of assessed 

value . The tax rate must be set at the same rate 
throughout SARA’s four-county district including Bexar, 
Wilson, Karnes and Goliad counties and may only be used 
for planning and operations and maintenance activities .

The SARA board of directors will take action on the final 
tax rate in September after receipt of the final property 

evaluations in July .

A public hearing will be held 
prior to adoption of the tax 
rate .

A summary of the fiscal year 
2013/14 total budget of $75 .8 
million for each of SARA’s five 
service areas is as follows: 
Flood Control - $33 .2 million; 
Water Quality - $2 .1 million; 
Water Resources - $0 .9 million; 
Utilities - $28 .2 million; and 
Park Services - $11 .4 million .6
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SARA’s Budget Focuses on Key Issues:
Sustainability, Flood Control, Water Quality and Mission Reach



The fiscal year 2013/14 budget is available for review at 
www.sara-tx.org; budget highlights include: 

• Project Manager of the San Antonio River Improvements 
Project (Bexar County)

• Operations & Maintenance of the Museum, Eagleland and 
Mission Reaches (Bexar County)

• Sustainability and Low Impact Development (LID) 
projects advancing practices and technology focusing on 
land use and stormwater management (all four counties)

• Flood warning and response systems (all four counties)

• Water quality projects determining water quality threats 
and impairments and identifying possible mitigation 
solutions (all four counties)

• Comprehensive Watershed Master Plans addressing flood 
control, water quality and stormwater management (all 
four counties)

• Nature-based Park Improvements, including: Catfish 
Farm, Medina River Paddling Trail and 1604 River Access 
Site (Bexar County); County Road 125 and Helton San 
Antonio River Nature Park (Wilson County); Escondido 
Creek Parkway (Karnes County); and Branch River Park 
(Goliad County) 

• Westside Creeks Restoration Project including San Pedro 
Creek Project and Elmendorf Lake Project and Linear 
Creekway Trail Development (Bexar County) .

*Less operating transfers out and depreciation

 

 

 

 

2011/12 
Actual Budget

$  $82,677,635 

$ 1,266,321

$ 2,253,745

$ 10,439,101

$ 872,014

$ 4,848,674

 

$ 102,357,490*

2012/13 
Current Budget

$ 107,629,871 

$ 1,694,965

$  1,852,216

$ 24,608,990 

$ 10,517,629

— 

 

$ 146,303,671*

2013/14 
Adopted Budget

$ 33,180,222 

$ 2,058,884 

$ 887,811 

$ 28,215,526 

$ 11,451,767

—

 

$ 75,794,210*
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As part of its ongoing efforts to 

collaborate with communities 

within Wilson, Karnes and 

Goliad counties, on April 25 

the San Antonio River Authority 

(SARA) hosted its second 

Regional Watershed Summit in 

Stockdale . The SARA Board of 

Directors has encouraged these 

efforts and believes that these 

summits will solidify already 

good working relationships and encourage communication 

amongst all of the participating entities . The summits are 

aimed at bringing local stakeholders together to address 

regional watershed issues, and have been well attended by 

staff and local elected officials from all three counties.

At the summit in Stockdale, some of the central points of 

discussion included an update on the Regional Park Plan, 

community suggestions on a developing flood alert and 

response system and a briefing on edits to the Eagle Ford 

Shale Best Practices Handbook . The update on the Regional 

Park Plan included conversation surrounding prioritization 

of potential projects and leveraging philanthropic and 

economic development opportunities . The discussion on 

floodplain mapping aided SARA staff in understanding 

the communities’ needs for more localized flood mapping 

and an emergency response system tied into local stream 

gauges . Additionally, there was a healthy dialog on the 

opportunities and challenges regarding the Eagle Ford Shale 

and its effects on communities .

SARA will continue to promote these summits, which are 

proving to serve as open forums for equally beneficial 

discussion amongst the communities within Wilson, Karnes 

and Goliad regarding important locally identified watershed 

issues . SARA believes, through a collaborative approach, 

partners will have greater influence in each watershed 

effort and will ultimately improve quality of life for all 

citizens of the watershed .

Encouraging Basin Dialogue
By Darrell T. Brownlow, Ph.D., SARA Board Member, Wilson County

Summer 2013River Reach

The San Antonio River Authority (SARA) has been 
partnering with Wilson, Karnes and Goliad counties to 
hold household hazardous waste collection events for 
the past several years. SARA believes providing residents 
convenient avenues for disposing 
of hazardous waste will divert this 
trash from landfills and reduce illegal 
dumping within the San Antonio River 
Watershed. 

On May 11, SARA, Karnes County 
and the Karnes County Sheriff’s 
Office joined forces with Marathon 
Oil to collect household hazardous 
waste, used tires and electronics 
and unwanted pharmaceuticals. 
Eighty-four vehicles visited the May 
11 collection event, representing over 130 Karnes County 
households. The event participants dropped off over 
7,000 pounds of oil, paints, pesticides and aerosols for 
proper disposal and recycling. Nine drums of decades-old 
agricultural herbicide were also delivered to the event 
through a prearranged effort with the landowner that 
discovered the materials on recently-purchased property. 
Nearly 2,600 pounds of electronic waste was delivered 

consisting of old televisions, microwaves and computer 
monitors. An estimated 1,200 used tires filled an entire 
56-foot semi-trailer. Additionally, approximately 50 
pounds of unwanted pharmaceuticals were dropped off 

for proper incineration. Delivering 
unwanted pharmaceuticals to these 
collection events ensures they do 
not enter water resources through 
flushing—the once, but no longer, 
accepted method of disposal.

Marathon Oil generously sponsored 
the event by making a $10,000 
contribution to SARA through the 
agency’s non-profit partner, the 
San Antonio River Foundation, to 

cover the majority of the event costs. Marathon Oil 
employees also volunteered their time on the Saturday 
of the event assisting with greeting visitors and directing 
traffic. Suzanne Scott, SARA’s General Manager said, “We 
appreciate the support from Marathon Oil for this event 
and we look forward to future collaborative opportunities 
where we can both continue to bring benefits to the 
residents of the watershed.” 

By Brian Mast

SARA, Karnes County & Marathon Oil Team Up



Storms like the one that dropped up to 15 inches of rain 
in Bexar County over the Memorial Day weekend are a 
sobering reminder that we live in Flash Flood Alley . The 
unique combination of geology, geography and climate in 
south central Texas has caused storms and catastrophic 
flooding throughout Bexar County’s 
history such as those floods seen 
in 1998, 2002 and on May 25 of this 
year . Flood risk management has 
been and will remain a top priority 
of the San Antonio River Authority 
(SARA) in order to protect the 
lives and property of the citizens 
we serve . This June, SARA started 
working, along with the Federal 
Emergency Management Agency 
(FEMA), on a program that will help 
government agencies and residents 
in Bexar County better understand 
and prepare for flood risks.

The Risk Mapping, Assessment and Planning (Risk MAP) 
effort for the Upper San Antonio River Watershed is a FEMA 
program that provides communities with updated flood 
hazard information and risk assessment tools they can use 
to enhance their mitigation plans to better protect their 
citizens . 

To gather this updated information, SARA is asking the 

citizens of Bexar County to provide input on flood hazards 
they have seen in their communities . SARA is hosting a Risk 
MAP web page on the agency’s website at www.sara-tx.
org where Bexar County residents can provide input on 
known flood risks at specific locations through the use of an 

interactive map . SARA will use the 
input provided by citizens to better 
characterize flood risks throughout 
the community . 

Citizens can report hazards related 
to flooding, stream stability or 
erosion, debris, illegal dumping 
and illegal fill. This information is 
not limited to any specific period 
of time. Historical flood levels, 
for example, can be invaluable for 
characterizing flood risks in a given 
area .

Through more accurate flood maps, 
risk assessment tools and outreach 

support, Risk MAP builds on the Map Modernization process, 
the effort that produced Digital Flood Insurance Rate Maps 
(DFIRM) for Bexar County through a SARA investment of 
over $12 million .

FEMA has allocated $712,500 to SARA to develop non-
regulatory Risk MAP products for the Upper San Antonio 
River Watershed, which includes the San Antonio River, 
Olmos Creek, the Westside Creeks (San Pedro, Martinez, 
Apache, and Alazan) and Salado Creek . SARA is matching 
that funding with an additional $272,484 to complete the 
funding for the project. The project, which will be finished 
by June 2014, will focus on flood damage centers previously 
identified through SARA’s watershed master planning 
process and develop products that will help residents, 
business owners and local governments better understand 
their level of flood risk. While this round of Risk MAP 
development is focusing on the Upper San Antonio River 
Watershed, SARA is also working with FEMA to begin 
Risk MAP studies in the Medina River and Cibolo Creek 
watersheds, which will move forward as Federal 
funding becomes available .

Some of these non-regulatory Risk MAP products 
include maps showing depth of flooding within the 
floodplain; velocity of flood water flows; annual 
chance of flooding ranging from 10 percent to 0.2 

percent; and probability of flooding 
over a 30-year period .

By Luke Habenicht

SARA Seeks Feedback for RISKMAP
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For over fifty years, the San Antonio River Authority 
(SARA) has owned and operated several Natural Resources 
Conservation Service (NRCS) flood retention dams located in 
both Bexar and Karnes counties . Currently, SARA operates 
and maintains 41 dams (40 of which are NRCS dams) that 
provide flood control protection 
during potentially catastrophic 
rainfall events by capturing large 
quantities of stormwater runoff in 
low-lying areas and releasing the 
water over a longer period of time at 
lower flow rates. This slower release 
minimizes flooding concerns for 
those located downstream, resulting 
in greater protection of lives and 
property . However, as with any aging 
structure, there comes a time when 
rehabilitation becomes necessary to 
ensure the effectiveness and safety 
of these dams while complying with 
current, more stringent rules and regulations . 

Five dams in Bexar County have been rehabilitated so far: 

• Martinez 5 (Live Oak Dam) - 2005

• Martinez 4 (Converse Dam) - 2007

• Martinez 6A (Salitrillo Creek Dam) - 2010 

• Calaveras 6 (Chupaderas Creek Dam) - 2012

• Calaveras 8 (Cooksey Road Dam) - 2013

Most of these drainage basins were rural farm or 
pasturelands when the structures were built, and now some 
of those areas have developed into subdivisions, increasing 
the impervious cover, such as rooftops and streets . The 
result is additional stormwater runoff . Improvements to 

these dams include more modern inlet and outlet structures, 
a larger pipe to convey excess water through the dam and 
modifications to emergency spillways to more effectively 
release floodwaters during heavy storm events. This can 
prevent water from over-topping the dam, which could cause 

catastrophic failures .

The entire rehabilitation process 
typically takes up to 3 years, which 
includes the engineering design, 
public meetings and construction . 
Funding for the first four dams 
was provided through the United 
States Department of Agriculture 
NRCS Division and local sponsorship 
through Bexar County . SARA 
Watershed Engineering staff provided 
all project management tasks with 
assistance from other departments 
such as Watershed Operations and 

Intergovernmental and Community Relations . The Calaveras 
8 dam rehabilitation was completely funded by Bexar County . 
Typical costs for the rehabilitations are approximately $2 
million per dam . 

There are four more dams to be rehabilitated in Bexar 
County: Martinez 1, 2 and 3 and Calaveras 10 . These, 
too, are being funded completely by Bexar County, with 
engineering design oversight and construction inspection 
services through NRCS and project management through 
SARA . These rehabilitations are currently in the design 
phase, and construction is expected to begin in 2014 . 

More information about SARA’s flood management projects, 
include the 40 retention dams mentioned in this article, is 
available at www.sara-tx.org .

Flood Retention Dam Rehabilitations Under Way 
By Jim Doersam

10

Summer 2013River Reach



Summer in South Texas is one of the best times of the 
year to be outside along the San Antonio River. On some 
days, though, if the heat doesn’t keep you inside, the 
mosquitoes will. Luckily, the 
San Antonio River Watershed is 
home to a native fish that helps 
us with those pesky insects. The 
Western Mosquitofish (Gambusia 
affinis) is a small (1 to 2 inch) 
fish that lives in ponds, lakes, 
creeks and rivers. This fish, 
along with its close cousin, the 
more localized Largespring 
Gambusia (Gambusia geiseri), 
eats mosquitoes. While these 
fish might be considered 
pests in some parts of the 
country where they have 
been introduced, they are native to our watershed 
and therefore provide a natural form of pest control. 
Incredibly common and numerous, these hardy fish are 
not hard to find. 

These small fish are olive in color and their mouths 
are located on the top of their heads. The position of 
its mouth allows the Mosquitofish to feed on prey at 

the top of the water column, 
like mosquitos and other 
insects. Unlike many other 
fish, the Mosquitofish give 
live birth to their young. 
Sometimes it is very easy 
to spot a pregnant mother 
because of her large belly and 
translucent skin. Mothers, as 
well as their young, can eat 50 
to 150 percent of their body 
weight daily. That is a lot of 
mosquitoes! So next time you 
decide to go outside and enjoy 
the beautiful San Antonio 

River, make sure you thank the Mosquitofish for a job 
well done. Without these natural predators swimming in 
our creeks and rivers, the pest problem could be much 
worse. 

South Texas Natives
Mosquitofish • Gambusia affinis

In an effort to enhance the urban reaches of the Upper San 
Antonio River and improve and protect water quality, the 
San Antonio River Authority (SARA) and the Bexar Regional 
Watershed Management (BRWM) Water Quality Focus Group 
are currently updating the 2006 Upper San Antonio River 
Watershed Protection Plan (WPP) . 

The revised WPP will identify and propose new water quality 
Best Management Practices (BMP) that would serve to 
abate or control non-point source pollution of fecal coliform 
bacteria, sediments and excess nutrients—nitrogen and 
phosphorous—in the Upper San Antonio River . Non-point 
source pollution is pollution that cannot be traced back to 
a single source; it usually enters the water as overland flow, 
rather than from a single pipe . SARA is pursuing solutions to 
non-point source pollution because it is the largest threat to 
water quality throughout the San Antonio River Watershed .

The water quality goals of the WPP project are to develop 
a plan for implementation of approved BMPs that would aid 
in reducing E . coli bacteria non-point source loads to the 
Upper San Antonio River . SARA and the BRWM partnership’s 
objective is to have the Upper San Antonio River compliant 

with the State of Texas Surface Water Quality Contact 
Recreation Standard, which requires a geometric mean of 
less than 126 E . coli organisms per 100 milliliters of sampled 
water .

During the course of the project, James Miertschin and 
Associates, with the assistance of SARA and members of the 
BRWM Water Quality Focus Group, will identify the types of 
BMPs best suited to reduce non-point source pollution along 
the impaired reaches of the Upper San Antonio River and 
determine locations, including tributaries, where installation 
would be most effective, economical and complimentary 
to the ecosystem . Installation and implementation will be 
coordinated and phased with planned re-developments, 
flood control or parkway structures, features and amenities. 
Improvement in the bacteria and nutrient loads in the Upper 
San Antonio River will be assessed through the Clean Rivers 
Program’s water quality monitoring program, which SARA 
administers in the San Antonio River Watershed . 

For further information on the Upper San Antonio River 
Watershed Protection Plan please visit www.sara-tx.org .

Watershed Protection Plan Revision
By Patty Carvajal

By Josef Kaul
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As you have read in this River Reach, the San Antonio 
River Authority (SARA) Board of Directors and SARA 
staff have crafted an agency budget for FY 2013/14 that 
continues to bring quality projects, efforts and services 
to the San Antonio River Watershed. While crafting the 
FY 13/14 budget, SARA’s Board of Directors also drafted 
and approved our newest position paper that 
outlines SARA’s vision on fiscal responsibility. 
As leaders in watershed solutions, we pride 
ourselves in being not only good stewards of 
our environment, but also fiscally responsible 
stewards of your tax dollars. 

As the Fiscal Responsibility position 
paper explains, SARA employs a fiscally 
responsible and conservative approach 
in setting the annual ad valorem tax rate 
which supports our planning, maintenance 
and operations activities. The collected 
ad valorem taxes represent about a quarter of our 
annual budget, so we seek opportunities to leverage 
and optimize existing revenue with external funds 
such as federal appropriations, inter-local agreements, 
laboratory and administrative fees, grants and private 

donations. Leveraging our resources allows SARA to meet 
the growing needs of the basin while partnering with 
public and private organizations. One recent example 
of leveraging resources highlighted earlier in this River 
Reach was the Karnes County Waste Collection Event 
where SARA partnered with Marathon Oil and Karnes 

County to provide Karnes County residents an 
opportunity to responsibly dispose of tires, 
used electronics, household hazardous waste 
materials and unused pharmaceuticals. 

In SARA’s continuing efforts to demonstrate 
the highest standards of accountability, 
integrity and transparency, we place our 
budget and financial audit information on 
our website’s “Financial Information” tab. 
SARA budgets and financial audit books from 

2007 through today are available at our website, www.

sara-tx.org. In meeting our goals, SARA has received 
the nationally awarded Certificate of Achievement for 
Excellence in Financial Reporting consecutively since the 
fiscal year ending June 30, 1991. 

By Suzanne Scott, General Manager

Fiscal Stewards


