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If you live in or have recently visited Eastern Bexar County 
along Interstate Highway 10, you may have noticed the 
communities in this area are growing, and more development 
is anticipated to be on the way.

While driving around, you may have also seen highway signs 
titled Martinez Creek or Salitrillo Creek. Did you know these 
creeks are essential tributaries to the San Antonio River? 

This is why the San Antonio River Authority (River Authority) 
has served as a wastewater treatment leader in this area since 
1966, because improving the health of creeks and rivers is the 
River Authority’s purpose. 

Now more than ever, it is important to plan for future 
threats to our waterways as communities within the basin 
are growing rapidly. Which is why the River Authority is 
expanding its wastewater treatment services to protect these 
waterways and continue providing a safe environment for 
community members. 

The opening of the Martinez IV Wastewater Treatment Plant 
is one example of how the River Authority is planning to 

protect public safety and improve water quality in our basin. 

Martinez IV will open April 17, 2019, and will be located 
at 2095 N. Graytown Road in Saint Hedwig. It will start by 
treating 250,000 gallons per day then will increase to 2 million 
gallons per day (MGD), with the possibility to expand to 
treating up to 13 MGD depending on future growth.

The new plant will serve the growing area in Eastern Bexar 
County near Graytown Road and Interstate Highway 10, 
including The Parc at Escondido, Knox Ridge, Summer Hill, 
Reserve at Schertz, Paloma, Heathers Place, Asher Place and 
Hallie’s Ranch. 

The River Authority’s award–winning Utilities department 
strives to produce the highest quality effluent possible using 
beneficial microorganisms to naturally and efficiently treat 
the wastewater before discharging it into the creeks. The 
same process will be used at Martinez IV.

Learn more about the River Authority’s Utilities department 
and the other wastewater treatment plants at sara-tx.org.

By Chelsea Giles, People and Culture Business Partner

New Wastewater Treatment Plant 
Will Serve Growing Community
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Martinez IV Plant - This clarifier will remove solids from wastewater prior to further treatment



Each year, the San Antonio River Authority 
(River Authority) partners with local officials 
and staff in Wilson, Karnes and Goliad 
counties to host five annual household 
hazardous waste (HHW) collection events.

In 2018, over 90,000 lbs. of HHW waste was 
collected between the three counties. The 
HHW events have continued to grow in 
number of participants and amount of waste 
collected thanks to our local county partners 
who help coordinate the events, provide 
financial and staff support and also promote 
the events. 

The HHW events are free and open to county residents so 
they can dispose of unwanted hazardous materials including, 
but not limited to, lawn and garden chemicals, motor oil, 
tires, batteries, electronics and pharmaceuticals. 

These materials are commonly dumped illegally, flushed 
down the toilet or end up in landfills, which can lead to 
environmental contamination. Through the HHW collection 
events, certified vendors collect and transport the waste so 

it can be properly recycled or disposed of 

according to state and federal laws. 

Thanks to the collection events and 

community members who participate, the 

River Authority and Counties are helping 

keep our waterways and environment safe 

and clean, and are also raising awareness 

about the importance of properly disposing 

these kinds of waste.

The next spring HHW event is coming soon in 

Karnes County:

Karnes County HHW Collection Event
• Saturday, May 4

• 8 a.m. to noon

• Karnes County Transfer Station 

120 W. Riddleville St., Karnes City, TX 78118 

For a full list of what is accepted and to stay updated for 

on collection event dates, visit sara-tx.org, and for more 

information call 1-866-345-7272 ext. 3287.

This May, the San Antonio River Authority 

(River Authority) will celebrate the 10 year 

anniversary of the San Antonio River Walk 

Museum Reach section. The Museum 

Reach has spurred extensive economic 

development in our urban core with the 

addition of many businesses and entities 

since its grand opening in May of 2009 and it continues to be 

a valuable resource for our community. 

Since its opening, the River Authority Watershed Parks and 

Operations team has been performing ongoing operation 

and maintenance (O&M) of the Museum Reach. The decision 

to take on the enormous O&M task was made by the Board of 

Directors before the project was set to open to the public.

In addition to serving as the City’s Project Manager, the River 
Authority negotiated a Memorandum of Understanding with 
the City of San Antonio and Bexar County to provide ongoing 
operations and maintenance on the San Antonio River 
Improvements Project beginning with the Museum Reach 
in 2009. The long-term funding from the River Authority has 
been able to offset City operations and maintenance costs 
and provide additional funding capability to help cover 
additional costs for the project.

The River Authority’s commitment to the maintenance of all 
the improvements along on the Museum Reach for the last 
decade has added so much to the beauty and quality of life 
for our community. The continued dedication shown on a 
daily basis by River Authority staff ensures an even brighter 
future and prosperous next 10 years. 

By Chelsea Giles, People and Culture Business Partner

By Jerry G. Gonzales, Board Member, Bexar County District 1

River Authority Partners with Counties to 
Collect Household Hazardous Waste

Museum Reach 10 Year Anniversary
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Spring is here! With the warmer temperatures, native plants 

are in bloom, the pollinators are pollinating, and wildlife is 

on the move. It’s a great time to get out and enjoy nature 

in the San Antonio River Basin! This year also marks the 10 

year anniversary of the opening of the San Antonio River 

Walk Museum Reach! The San Antonio River Authority (River 

Authority) wants to encourage you to get out and enjoy 

the beauty of the Museum Reach, as well as the entire San 

Antonio River Basin, and share your photos with us.

The River Authority is seeking photo submissions for a photo 

contest intended to help capture unique aspects of the San 

Antonio River Basin, as well as the San Antonio River Walk 

Museum Reach success story. Winning photographs will come 

from the following categories:

1. Recreation – Photos must be taken in a park operated/

maintained by the San Antonio River Authority

• San Antonio River Walk Museum Reach

• San Antonio River Walk Mission Reach

• River Crossing Park on the San Antonio River

• Graytown Nature Park

• John William Helton San Antonio River Nature Park

• Jackson Nature Park

• Branch River Park

2. Animals – Includes birds

3. Plants – Includes pollinators and insects 

4. Creeks and Rivers – Photos must be taken by/near a creek 

or river within the San Antonio River Basin

5. Special Category – Museum Reach 10th Anniversary - 
Photos must be taken along the Museum Reach between 
Lexington Ave. and Josephine St.

6. Student – Photos can be from any location associated with 
#1-5. Submissions from contestants under the age of 18 
requires a parent or guardian consent. 

7. People’s Choice – Best Overall 

8. Judge’s Choice of Best Photograph from Bexar County 

9. Judge’s Choice of Best Photograph from Wilson County 

10. Judge’s Choice of Best Photograph from Karnes County 

11. Judge’s Choice of Best Photograph from Goliad County 

River Clicks Photo Contest submissions are accepted 
March 8 – May 12. 

After judges select the finalists, the chosen photos will be 
available online and the public will have the opportunity to 
vote for their favorite for the People’s Choice category. 

Along with choosing recreation, animals, plants, creeks and 
rivers, student and the Museum Reach 10 year anniversary 
categories, the judges will select the best photo from Bexar, 
Wilson, Karnes and Goliad counties.

Prize package worth up to $1000 will be awarded. Upon 
conclusion of the contest, the winners will be recognized at 
numerous events and through promotions. 

With spring here, it’s the perfect time to get outside and click 
some photos of the beautiful San Antonio River Basin! To 
learn more about the River Clicks Photo Contest or to enter, 
visit sara-tx.org. 

By Barry Walker, Community Relations Coordinator

RIVER CLICKS Photo Contest
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Prize packages worth up to $1000
Contest runs March 8 — May 12, 2019

Learn more and upload photos at RiverClicks.org



On May 30, 2009, San Antonio’s world-renowned River Walk, a 

top tourist destination in the state of Texas, doubled in length 

with the opening of the Museum Reach. The San Antonio 

River Authority (River Authority), together with the City of San 

Antonio, Bexar County and the San Antonio River Foundation, 

hosted a community celebration in honor of the opening 

which brought tens of thousands of residents to this new 

section of the River Walk and featured the inaugural passage 

of a river barge carrying local dignitaries and project partners 

through the Museum Reach lock and dam. Since the grand 

opening, the initial capital investment of $72 million has been a 

catalyst for the development of new businesses, housing units 

and employment opportunities, which have brought over one 

billion dollars in private investment to the local economy. 

The project was funded by the City of San Antonio and 

Bexar County and the River Authority served as project 

manager and is now responsible for the ongoing operations 

and maintenance of the project. The San Antonio River 

Foundation raised private funds to enhance the Museum 

Reach with improved landscaping, the turning basin at Pearl, 

a restored pedestrian bridge, and new works of public art 

created by local, national, and internationally-known artists. 

The segment has been visited by locals and tourists and has 

gained international recognition over the past decade through 

social media and news articles. The Museum Reach was also 

a contributing factor in the San Antonio River’s 2017 Thiess 

International Riverprize Award.

The Museum Reach added roughly three miles of pedestrian 

pathways to the San Antonio Rive Walk and included a lock and 

dam, boat landings, an amphitheatre, multiple water features 

and over 70,000 plants. The River Walk expansion created 

access along a linear park that links downtown San Antonio to 

several historic, commercial and cultural institutions, including 

the oldest VFW post in Texas, Pearl (a restored former brewery 

and stables) and the San Antonio Museum of Art.

In honor of the Museum Reach 10th anniversary, the public is 

invited to join the River Authority and project partners for a 

community celebration that will take place on Memorial Day 

weekend (May 24-26). The main celebration will be on Saturday, 

May 25 beginning with a 12 p.m. ceremony at Brooklyn Avenue 

where dignitaries from the River Authority, City of San Antonio, 

Bexar County and the San Antonio River Foundation will give 

remarks to commemorate this significant occasion. Following 

the ceremony, the celebration will incorporate events and 

activities taking place throughout the Museum Reach 

encouraging the public to enjoy the scenic beauty of the river 

landscape and art installations in addition to the celebrations’ 

participating establishments. Throughout the afternoon, 

kid-friendly activities, giveaways and food trucks will be along 

Brooklyn Avenue where the celebration will culminate with a 

free concert at 7 p.m. The recognition of the Museum Reach 

10th anniversary will continue for the remainder of 2019 with 

more events scheduled later in the year. To learn more about 

the Museum Reach 10th Anniversary celebration and about the 

Museum Reach segment, visit www.sara-tx.org.
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By Yviand Serbones-Hernandez, Community Relations Coordinator

Project Partners Celebrate 
Museum Reach 10th Anniversary

 
Save the Date – Museum Reach 10 Year 
Anniversary Celebration, May 25-26

Find a list of all weekend events at sara-tx.org. 
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It was a windy but exciting day when we 
broke ground for the Escondido Creek 
Parkway project on December 20, 2018. 

The groundbreaking celebrated the 
gift the parkway will be for the Karnes 
County community and was the kick-off 
of the parkway’s Phase 1 construction. 

Phase 1 will include the hike and bike trail, a playground, a 
splash pad, a pavilion, an amphitheater, parking and more. 

The groundbreaking was well attended with over 100 
guests. The Kenedy H-E-B store provided holiday treats for 
everyone and also presented a generous $250,000 check 
for the parkway’s pavilion. In the spirit of holiday giving, 
community members donated items to the Toys for Karnes 
County Tots program and the Karnes County Christian 
Thrift Center.

From the start, the project’s design and progress has 
been strongly guided by public input and community 
engagement of the oversight committee, which includes 
representatives from the City of Kenedy, the Kenedy 4B 
Corporation, the city’s Parks and Recreation Board, Kenedy 
Chamber of Commerce, Kenedy ISD, as well as the San 
Antonio River Foundation (SARF) and the San Antonio River 
Authority (River Authority).

Representatives from the oversight committee along with 
H-E-B and Jerdon Enterprises, the construction contractor 
for the project, broke ground together and welcomed the 
exciting next steps for the project. (pictured below right)

The event was followed by the popular Designer Bag Bingo 
fundraising event, which was sold out on February 7, 2019 
in Kenedy. 

Members from communities throughout Karnes County 
attended both events and continue to show their support 
of the project. The River Authority board and staff 
members are inspired by the ongoing community support 
and involvement to bring the parkway to life.

Individuals can support the project by donating to the San 
Antonio River Foundation by check (please note donations 
to the Escondido Creek Parkway Project). To learn more, 
please visit sariverfound.org. 

The Karnes County community looks forward to the 
Escondido Creek Parkway opening in 2020 and to inviting 
visitors from throughout the river basin to join us in 
enjoying all the wonderful experiences it will offer.

Escondido Creek Parkway 
Project Breaks Ground
By H.B. “Trip” Ruckman III, Board Member, Karnes County

Contact The Goliad Chamber of Commerce at 
361-645-3563 to register for the piñata making workshop.

SATURDAY, MAY 4, 2019
9:00 a.m. to 1:30 p.m.

Branch River Nature Park 
445 South Commercial Street, Goliad, TX

Piñata Making 
Workshop

REGISTRATION IS 
REQUIRED

FREE RASPAS & 
FACEPaINTING

WHILE 
SUPPLIES LAST

Cultural 
Performances

COMMUNITY PIÑATA BREAK FOR ALL AGES 

Goliad
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The San Antonio River Authority (River 
Authority) is excited to announce that 
camping is now available at John William 
Helton San Antonio River Nature Park, 
located at 15662 Farm to Market 775 in 
Floresville, TX. The River Authority recently 
established 42 primitive camping sites in a 
pecan orchard along the San Antonio River. 
Camping is allowed every weekend, Friday 
through Monday. Each campsite provides 
a fire ring, picnic table and river access. Additionally, there 
are public bathrooms with showers a short walk away. 
Camping quiet hours are from 10 p.m. to 6 a.m. Check in for 
campsites is 3 p.m., and check out is 11 a.m. Campsite fees 
are $10 for a single campsite, with a maximum of 8 campers 
per site. Reservations for campsites can be made online. 
Park hosts live onsite to assist campers with any questions 
or issues they might have, and are the camper’s onsite point 
of contact. Because the park is located in a floodplain, the 
River Authority has installed an early warning system to 
ensure the safety of guests. This system gives staff plenty of 

time to move campers to higher ground or 
adjust reservations as needed during high 
rain events. Our park guest’s safety is our 
highest priority. 

While staying at John William Helton San 
Antonio River Nature Park, there are a 
number of other activities that you might 
enjoy. For canoers and kayakers, the park 
provides river access making it easy to 

take a lazy paddle on the SASPAMCO Paddling Trail and 
experience the natural beauty of the San Antonio River. 
John William Helton San Antonio River Nature Park is also an 
ideal location for those who enjoy fishing. Campers can hike 
among the pecan trees, have a picnic at the park’s pavilion, or 
play a pickup game of basketball on the full length basketball 
court. However you decide to enjoy your stay at the park, 
one thing is certain, it is the perfect opportunity to enjoy the 
outdoors with your family and friends! 

To make a camping reservation or to check current paddling 
trail conditions, please visit our website at sara-tx.org.

Camping Comes to Helton Nature Park
By Michael Gramley, Recreation Superintendent 

Camping Available 
Every Weekend 
Friday - Monday

Single Campsite 
Fee: $10

Check in: 3 p.m. 
Check out: 11 a.m.

Restrooms With 
Showers

River Access
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There is a quiet and little known relationship 
along the more wild banks of the San 
Antonio River and its tributaries that often 
goes unnoticed. The majestic Eastern 
Gammagrass (Tripsacum dactyloides) is a 
protector, nurturer and provider of a diverse 
range of fellow river-loving species. To 
discover these close ties, one can simply take 
a mindful moment at the base of this native 
grass species and let the senses guide you.

Upon first sight you can’t help but notice that 
the Eastern Gammagrass grows in clumps 
that can reach six feet across and six feet 
high! Pull back a few blades of this Central 
Texas native, and you might see pecan or 
sycamore seeds, or even young saplings, protected in its 
canopy. This shelter is so dense even foragers, like raccoons, 
realize it’s too much effort to reach those seeds. All the while, 
this grass’s dense nature traps nutrient rich sediment from 
times the river creeps over the banks, creating the perfect 
condition for trees, like the pecan, to germinate and grow. 
You might notice the Eastern Gammagrass has unique 
flowers, described as inflorescences, which often look like the 

tail of an opossum. Important pollinators, 
such as bees, find the brown or dark purple 
inflorescences alluring.

Standing silently, you might notice small 
butterflies dancing across the long blades. 
Indeed, female byssus skippers (Problema 
byssus) prefer to lay their eggs on this 
shielding grass. Once the caterpillar life stage 
is reached, it wraps itself in the blades of 
grass to feed on before it’s metamorphosis 
into a butterfly.

What is difficult to examine is the deep, 
fibrous and impressive root system of Eastern 
Gammagrass. In flood conditions the roots 
hold onto the soil preventing erosion along 

the river. Yet, even in drought conditions this grass can 
survive. 

Snapping out of your mindful moment at the foot of the 
Eastern Gammagrass it will sink in that you might not see as 
many pecan trees, butterflies, or a stable San Antonio River 
bank for other organisms to thrive along without the nursery 
that this important grass can provide.

By Miranda Lopez, Education Coordinator and Carrie Merson, Education Specialist

South Texas Natives: 
Eastern Gammagrass (Tripsacum dactyloides]

Growing up in the country was a defining 
experience for me. I would step out of the 
back door and be greeted by nature. I spent a 
considerable part of my childhood tromping 
through the woods, making new discoveries and 
cherished memories. I likened myself to Marty 
Stouffer in Wild America (sans the beard of course), 
and with much exuberance, studied every species I 
encountered, the vast majority of which were found 
near bodies of water. Reflecting on my formative 
years, it comes as no surprise that my fondest 
memories involve water: campouts by lakes and rivers, days 
at the beach and quiet moments beside a creek. I came to 
understand that water is precious and it is a finite resource 
that needs to be protected, because water is life.

My love for nature led me to study biology. During my 
studies, I was afforded the opportunity to visit a wastewater 
treatment facility to see the science and technology involved 

in reclaiming water. It was an eye-opening 
experience and unbeknownst to me, would set me 
down a path toward my career at the San Antonio 
River Authority.

I am proud to be a wastewater operator for the 
River Authority. I take water that is unpleasant, 
unusable and unsafe and harness a biological 
process to produce water that is not only 
sanitary, but beneficial to the receiving stream. 
I am honored to be part of a team that have a 

shared passion for protecting the health of the public and 
the environment. Together we reclaim millions of gallons 
of water every day. I am blessed to work for an organization 
whose dedication to healthy creeks and rivers supports my 
enthusiasm for water resource conservation and ecosystem 
preservation, and whose commitment to education and 
community outreach allows me to share my passion with 
others.

By Clairissa Flores, Industrial Waste Inspector/Chief Operator, Utilities

River Authority Employee Highlight



Spring is in the air, and for San Antonio that means Fiesta is 
right around the corner! As April approaches, the San Antonio 
River Foundation and the San Antonio River Authority are 
preparing to bring the party to the river with the official 
Fiesta event, “Mission Reach Fiesta Flotilla.” 

This annual event promises all the fun of Fiesta with live 80s 
themed music, food and drink, art and recreation vendors 
and so much more One of the features that makes the Mission 
Reach Fiesta Flotilla unique, is that the event features floats 
in the San Antonio River. As part of the day’s festivities, the 
community is invited to participate in a 2-mile paddling 
parade down the Mission Reach. Parade contestants will 
participate by dressing up in their 80s or Fiesta inspired attire, 
while judges will be looking for the most creative costumes. 
Those interested in competing in the costume contest 
can sign up to rent a kayak from the San Antonio River 
Foundation for free while supplies last. In addition to the river 
parade contest, Fiesta Flotilla will showcase just one of the 
many ways the community can enjoy recreation on and along 

the San Antonio River, by offering paddling activities on the 
water. All experience levels are welcome. 

Entertainment continues with comedian and San Antonio 
resident Cleto Rodriguez serving as the emcee. This year’s 
concert line-up includes Phil Luna and the Lunatics, The 
Velvet Party and Skyrocket! the Band to keep the celebration 
going until 5 p.m. Make plans to check out the art and 
craft vendors who will be selling festive hats, jewelry and 
artwork, take part in recreation activities, or enjoy the array of 
delicious food booths, which this one-of-a-kind Fiesta event 
offers. The Mission Reach Fiesta Flotilla has a little something 
for everyone!

The event is free admission, and kicks off with the paddling 
parade at 11 a.m. on April 20, 2019, at the Mission County Park 
Pavilions. 

For more information and to register for the Flotilla water 
parade please visit www.sariverfound.org/flotilla.

By Marissa Korth, Community Relations Coordinator

4th Annual Mission Reach Flotilla Fiesta
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It is hard to believe this upcoming 
Memorial Day Weekend we will 
commemorate 10 years since the opening 
of the Museum Reach segment of the 
San Antonio River Walk. The Museum 
Reach transformed 1.3 miles of the San 
Antonio River from a largely neglected 
and industrial area into a thriving urban 

park with hike and bike trails, iconic public art and a lock and 
dam that extends river barge navigation from the downtown 
river loop to the VFW Post 76, San Antonio Museum of Art 
and Pearl. 

Over the past decade, the improvements along the Museum 
Reach not only made the river more accessible and enjoyable, 
it has been the catalyst for unprecedented economic 
investment along the banks of the river and spilling into 
the adjacent neighborhoods. A very successful residential, 
commercial and entertainment destination has been created 
that has made the Museum Reach area one of the fastest 
developing sectors of the city. The economic returns of the 
project have far exceeded the original projections in private 
investment, jobs and tax revenue. 

The success of the Museum Reach proves that investment in 
river and creek developments can combine improvements to 

vital natural resources and economic development enhancing 
quality of life. In Karnes County, the Escondido Creek Parkway 
is now under construction and will feature a playground, a 
splash pad, walking and running trail a pavilion and other 
amenities. This project will create a new destination in the 
City of Kenedy for the enjoyment of residents and visitors.

In Wilson County, we continue to add to the enjoyment of the 
John William Helton-San Antonio River Nature Park, just north 
of Floresville. In March, we opened the park for weekend 
overnight camping which complements other wonderful 
recreational features at the park including a fully accessible 
playground, basketball court and paddling trail access. Our 
Graytown Park near Elmendorf features a tournament caliber 
disc golf course, river paddling access, a pavilion and picnic 
area. 

In Goliad County, the Branch River Park, just off the 
downtown square, has a pavilion, playground and an 
amphitheater. Recently improved river access and steps to 
the San Antonio River at the end of Ferry Street allows Goliad 
Paddling Trail paddlers to stretch their legs at the park.

The river and its tributaries are there to be enjoyed by all of us 
and the River Authority is committed to making these natural 
resources accessible by providing parks and recreation sites 
throughout the San Antonio River Basin.

By Suzanne Scott, General Manager

Making the San Antonio River and its 
Tributaries More Enjoyable 

100 E. Guenther Street 
San Antonio, TX 78204 

RETURN SERVICE REQUESTED


