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8:00 a.m. • Come to the 3rd Annual Museum Reach Fun 5K at Pearl 
hosted by the San Antonio River Authority and the San Antonio River 
Foundation.

9:00 a.m. • 11:00 a.m.: Stay after the 5K for the Health & Fitness Fair 
at Pearl Park near Pearl’s Farmers Market.

For more information on this celebration, call 210-227-1373 or visit 
www.sara-tx.org. 

3:00 p.m.: • Paseo del Rio Association 
will host the 1st Annual Military River 
Parade, with 25 decorated river barges 
to honor our Armed Forces.  

For more information and to purchase 
tickets, call 210-227-4262 or visit 
www.thesanantonioriverwalk.com.
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The San Antonio River Authority (SARA) manages over 100 
projects and numerous efforts. Most of the projects we 
manage involve skills and technical disciplines from multiple 
departments. As such, assigning projects to particular 
departments can be difficult. Instead, two years ago SARA 
organized projects into programmatic portfolios based on 
work and functional areas. We have nine programmatic 
areas and have assigned Program Leaders to shepherd and 
manage these programs. These nine programs are: 

• Capital Project Implementation Program

• Natural Resource Protection Program 

• Community Outreach and Education Program

• Sustainable Watersheds Implementation Program

• Nature Based Park Program

• Utilities Program

• Watershed Modeling and Planning Program

• Watershed Maintenance and Dam Safety Program 

• Water Resource and Supply Program

Program Leaders work closely with department managers 

to set priorities, allocate resources and manage the 
technical working and coordination of SARA’s many projects 
and efforts. This programmatic (or horizontal) leadership 
working with departmental (or vertical) managers is 
what we call our matrix organization. SARA strives for 
what some call a “balanced matrix” where employees 
remain full members of functional departments. Managers 
define personnel staffing, training and development, 
while Program Leaders are responsible for the design and 
completion of technical assignments and projects. 

We’ve told our managers and program leaders to focus 
on results, to be proactive and to strive to optimize 
efficiencies and budgets. There can be challenges, but we 
have seen more accountability and coordination in obtaining 
results over the classic “silo” or departmentally-based 
organizations. Some additional benefits of becoming more 
“matrixed” that we hope to see include focusing employees 
on multiple business goals; promoting innovation; 
improving focus and commitment to results; and enhancing 
communication. We believe that using this management 
innovation helps us promote our vision to be “Leaders in 
Watershed Solutions.” 

By Steve Graham, P.E.

We are delighted to introduce Charlie Valchar, Senior 

Crewman III, in the San Antonio River Authority’s 

(SARA) Watershed Operations Department. 

Charlie began his career with SARA 20 years 

ago as a Crewman I and has worked his way 

up. His duties as crewman include shredding 

vegetation along Six Mile Creek and No 

Name Creek, tributaries to the San Antonio 

River; maintaining the San Juan Pump 

Station, which supplies water to Symphony 

Lane and San Juan Acequia; erosion repair on the bed 

and banks of the San Antonio River; and maintaining 

equipment. 

When asked about Charlie, Tommy Mitchell, 

Superintendent of Watershed Operations said, “Charlie 

is one of our tenured employees. He is considered 

experienced in the operation and maintenance of heavy 

equipment and is relied on to assist with training new 

employees on various pieces of equipment. 

His knowledge and approach towards 

erosion repair are always considered during 

the decision making process.” 

Charlie was born and raised in Poth, Texas 

and continues to reside there with his wife 

of more than ten years. His ancestors were 

originally from Poland and settled in Panna 

Maria, Texas. In his spare time, Charlie likes to shoot 

target practice, raise cattle, go antiquing, take short 

drives to surrounding towns and try new restaurants. 

He says he is always looking for a good restaurant. He 

owns property on the San Antonio River and Cibolo 

Creek that has been in his family for roughly 150 years. 

Charlie, thanks for all you do at SARA! 

By Kim Garcia

SARA’s Goals - Measuring Up

Employee Highlight
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When you think of environmental sustainability, 
what comes to mind? Conserving energy and water? 
Recycling? Refueling when ozone levels are low? What 
about reducing stormwater runoff and preventing 
runoff pollution?

In the San Antonio River Watershed, 
pollution carried by runoff is the 
number one threat to stream health. 
During rains, rainwater runoff picks 
up bacteria, oils, hydrocarbons, 
sediment and other contaminants 
from our yards, sidewalks and 
streets.

The runoff is usually directed toward 
storm drains. These drains carry 
stormwater from the streets directly 
to our streams. This is especially 
problematic in small rain events, where the high 
concentration of “first flush” pollutants can reduce the 
stream’s dissolved oxygen, resulting in a fish kill.

Ensuring the sustainability of our streams, and the 
bays and ocean into which they flow, involves reducing 
runoff and capitalizing on the land’s natural ability to 
filter pollutants.

For instance, turning a gutter downspout toward the 
lawn rather than toward the driveway or other paved 
surfaces reduces runoff and uses nature to remove 
pollutants before they reach our streams. Community 

planners and developers can design 
parking lots and streets with curb 
cuts so runoff is channeled into 
landscapes and green spaces. These 
practices are particularly effective in 
filtering first-flush pollutants.

The San Antonio River Authority 
(SARA) has recently completed a 
stormwater audit of its three main 
administrative buildings. The audit 
looks at downspouts and drains, 
slopes, parking lots, green space 
and available right-of-way. Then it 

outlines modifications that reduce runoff and polish it 
before it reaches our storm drains and streams.

The audit, posted on SARA’s website (www.sara-tx.org), 
can provide ideas for your own property. We’ll keep 
you posted as we begin construction of a pilot rain 
garden to capture runoff from our Environmental 
Center’s roof.

By Karen Bishop

 Stormwater and Sustainability

Springtime is always a great 
time to get outdoors in San 
Antonio. Many local residents 
and visitors did just that on 
March 3 at the San Antonio River 
Authority’s (SARA) and National 
Park Service’s (NPS) annual Get 
Outdoors! event. 

SARA’s mission is to sustain and 
enrich life in the San Antonio 

River Watershed. One way SARA strives to enrich life in the 
watershed is by partnering with other great organizations to 
provide education and recreation opportunities for residents 
of the watershed. 

The annual Get Outdoors! event provides one such 
opportunity for everyone who enjoys or wishes to learn 
about outdoor activities. SARA partners with NPS and many 
local businesses and organizations to educate residents about 
ways to get the family outdoors in our watershed. 

This event happens at Mission San Jose on San Antonio’s 

beautiful and historic South Side. This historic and cultural 

center is well-situated among the other missions in the 

San Antonio Missions National Historic Park; county and 

city parks; and the Mission Reach of the San Antonio River 

Improvements Project. SARA believes that encouraging the 

public to enjoy these great parks and amenities will serve to 

create and grow a respect and love for the natural resources 

of the San Antonio River Watershed. To learn more about the 

Get Outdoors! event, please see the article on page 6.

SARA commits to educating residents in other areas of the 

watershed, as well. SARA staff attend such events as Leon 

Valley’s Earthwise Living Day, the City of San Antonio’s 

Earthday event and the Lonesome Dove Fest held in Karnes 

County. At these events, SARA staff provide educational 

materials and plenty of information on recreational 

opportunities throughout the entire San Antonio River 

Watershed. Visit www.sara-tx.org to find more opportunities 

in your area to get outdoors.

Spring is Time to Get Outdoors
By Názirite Rubén Pérez, SARA Board Member, Bexar County District 1
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The focus of the San Antonio River Authority’s (SARA’s) 
Intergovernmental Relations in the Lower San Antonio 
River Basin is to deliver valued public services by fostering 
relationships and providing technical guidance to local 
governments. This occurs by partnering with communities 
throughout the lower basin and providing assistance with 
the development of new and innovative strategies for 
sustainable growth. SARA’s Intergovernmental Relations 
staff look for ways that SARA’s actions and investments 
can reinforce the public policies and intentions of whole 
communities by providing technical services in the areas 
of water planning, water and wastewater operations, 
watershed management, park services and water quality. 
Our role at SARA is to connect the communities we serve 
with our watershed experts. We continue to develop 
new, and sustain old, relationships and partnerships with 
communities and other community service organizations.

Recently, we assisted the City of Goliad with facilitation 
of day-to-day operations at their wastewater treatment 
plant and provided technical assistance through personnel 
transitions. We also have assisted several communities with 
wastewater line televising—which allows them to identify 
and prioritize problems within the systems—as well as 

with line breaks, line stoppages and other utilities-related 
emergencies.

SARA staff continues to work on the Karnes and Goliad 
Counties Watershed Master Plan, hosting public meetings 
and facilitating stakeholder groups to ensure public input 
into the plan. The Wilson County Watershed Master Plan 
is being expanded to also include holistic solutions for 
planning and floodplain management.

In the fall of 2011, SARA sponsored 20 small utilities’ staff 
members for certification courses held at SARA and taught 
by SARA’s Utilities Department crew member Russell Neal.

In February, SARA sponsored an oil and gas waste class 
in Karnes County through the Texas Illegal Dumping 
Resource Center. Our staff is working with partners to 
offer workshops and continuing education classes in topics 
solicited by the communities we serve that will improve 
watershed awareness throughout the basin.

To learn more about SARA’s Intergovernmental Relations 
activities in the Lower Basin, please contact Karen Opiela, 
Intergovernmental Relations Coordinator, by email at 
kareno@sara-tx.org or by phone at 210-394-7337.

Intergovernmental Relations 
in the Lower Basin
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The San Antonio River Authority (SARA) and the National 

Park Service (NPS) teamed up for a fourth year to host 

Get Outdoors! on March 3, 2012. Approximately 3,100 

attendees filled the grounds of the historic 

Mission San Jose to learn about 

outdoor recreation, healthy living 

and environmental awareness. 

Attendees were entertained 

by Radio Disney’s Rockin’ 

Road Show and many 

lucky guests won door 

prizes throughout the day. 

The first 1,500 children in 

attendance received Explorer 

backpacks filled with giveaways to help them learn about 

fun ways to become engaged in outdoor recreation.

Get Outdoors! was first hosted in 2008 by SARA and the 

NPS to promote outdoor recreation and to inform the public 

about the numerous outdoor recreation opportunities in 

the San Antonio area. Since then, the event has expanded 

each year to include new and exciting activities for children 

and their families. Over seventy exhibitors from across 

the state were in attendance at this year’s event. Kids 

and their families were able to participate 

in exciting hands-on activities that 

included interacting with live 

animals, such as snakes, rats and 

alligators; an activity designed 

to help children distinguish 

between authorized art and 

graffiti; astronomy activities 

where kids learned how to 

locate sunspots and solar 

flares with a telescope; and 

an exhibit where attendees examined rocks and minerals 

under a microscope. The San Antonio River Foundation 

hosted an art activity where participants built windsocks 

that they could take home and enjoy in their backyard. The 

windsocks were intended to replicate various fish species 

that are found on the San Antonio River.
6
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In addition, exhibitors from local clinics and university 

health systems provided information on services and 

suggestions for healthy living including immunizations, 

healthcare plans and nutrition guidelines. Outdoor sporting 

goods stores from the San Antonio area had equipment 

on display to show various options for living a healthy 

lifestyle and enjoying outdoor activities safely. Attendees 

could also take a spin on bicycles that were available to 

both children and adults. The location of the event always 

brings the finishing touch with the outdoor setting of a 

picturesque mission that Lee Wilder, of the San Antonio 

Missions National Historical Park, says has not just been 

limited to being “a relic of the past, but part of the 

community today, and with Get Outdoors! we can see how 

many opportunities there are for people to take advantage 

of.” Every year the expansion of Get Outdoors! is visible as 

the number of attendees increase, and this year’s turnout 

exceeded our expectations.

This year, the U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service was a 

supporting sponsor of the event, which allowed SARA and 

the NPS to expand environmental awareness efforts for 

the 2012 event. Participants were treated to free water 

courtesy of both Sprouts and Whole Foods. The City of 

San Antonio was also gracious in providing some of the 

tables and chairs for the event as well as hosting a tree 

give-away of over 300 native trees to encourage the 

community to play an active part in plant ecosystems. 

Our outlook for the next Get Outdoors! is to continue the 

breadth of the event and reach out to the community to 

further implement outdoor activities, healthy living and 

environmental awareness.

Get Outdoors! is an annual event that that takes place on 

the first Saturday in March. Mark your calendars so you 

won’t miss this fun, free event in 2013! 

Spring 2012River Reach
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Over seventy exhibitors from across the 
state were in attendance at this year’s event.



In November 2011, the San Antonio River Authority (SARA) 
launched an updated and expanded Education Outreach 
page on its website (www.sara-tx.org). Improvements 
to this section include a reorganization of materials 
to simplify user searches, clarification of education 
and outreach services offered by SARA and addition of 
curriculum resources for teachers and the general public. 

The Intergovernmental and Community Relations 
Department is excited to introduce the following new 
features of the education section on SARA’s website: 

• Classroom Activities: Educators will discover a 
variety of hands-on learning activities suitable for 
the classroom, organized by topic in an easy-to-read 
matrix and aligned with the Texas Essential Knowledge 
and Skills. In recognition of the quality of these 
activities, a statewide curriculum support program 
called CSCOPE has incorporated SARA’s activities into 
the information provided to over 800 school districts 
across Texas. At this time, activities are available for 
all elementary and middle school grades.

• SARA Presentations: SARA’s education team offers 
additional services to community organizations 
and K-12 educators by conducting educational 
presentations and field trips on a variety of topics 
related to the San Antonio River and its watershed. 
In this section of the website, visitors can find 
information about the presentations offered, the 
approximate duration and the recommended grade 
level. 

• Educational Resources: For more extensive and 
detailed information about specific water-related 
topics such as flooding and watershed pollution, 
educators can peruse the Educational Resources tab.

• Presentation Request and Survey Forms: The Education 
Outreach tab now offers an easy way to request a 
presentation and to give feedback to SARA presenters. 

Whether you are a teacher searching for new curriculum 
ideas, a parent wishing to augment your child’s classroom 
experience or an organization seeking an enlightening 
presentation, make sure to check out our website! For 
more information or questions, please contact Matthew 
Driffill at mdriffill@sara-tx.org. 

EducatiOn oNlIne

The San Antonio River Authority 

(SARA) Board of Directors is 

committed to keeping the San 

Antonio River safe, healthy 

and enjoyable today and in 

the future. In honor of this 

commitment, SARA has recently 

created a new opportunity for 

paddling enthusiasts to enjoy 

the river with the opening of the 

Saspamco Paddling Trail. This 

trail joins the Goliad Paddling Trail as a state-recognized trail 

along the San Antonio River. 

The Saspamco Paddling Trail is named for a nearby town that 

was once home to the San Antonio Sewer Pipe Manufacturing 

Company. The approximately 12-mile trail begins at SARA’s 

river access site on Loop 1604 and ends at SARA’s Helton San 

Antonio River Nature Park on Farm to Market Road (FM) 775. 

Between these points, the river gently meanders through the 

South Texas plains. The banks along this stretch of the river 

are quite steep, so one can imagine Texas’ earliest settlers 

hiking north and south searching for suitable river crossings. 

SARA recently purchased property along County Road (CR) 

125, providing a mid-point access site so paddlers can choose 

a six mile trip instead of the full 12, if they wish. This is great 

news for novice paddlers seeking an introduction to the sport 

and for experienced paddlers crunched for time. For now, the 

trail access points at Loop 1604, CR 125 and FM 775 will be 

open on Saturdays and Sundays, so be sure to monitor SARA’s 

website to find out when park hours will expand (http://www.

sara-tx.org/parks_and_trails/paddling_trails.php). For more 

information on the Saspamco Paddling Trail, please read the 

article on the next page.

The SARA Board of Directors will continue to seek 

opportunities that grant access and encourage our 

communities to enjoy the San Antonio River and its tributaries. 

SARA believes the more people interact with this historic 

resource, the more care we’ll all take to ensure it remains a 

vibrant and healthy ecosystem nurturing human, plant and 

animal life, and the region’s economy.

Texas’ Newest Paddling Trail
By John J. Flieller, SARA Board Member, Wilson County

By Maura Dudley
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SASPAMCO Paddling Trail Now Open
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Residents and visitors have a new way to enjoy the 
outdoors in the San Antonio River Basin. The San 
Antonio River Authority (SARA) has opened 
the Saspamco Paddling Trail on weekends 
from 8:00 a.m. to 5:00 p.m. The trail 
consists of three river access sites 
along a 12-mile stretch of river. 
The Saspamco Paddling Trail 
will provide easy access to 
the river while enabling 
paddlers to enjoy the 
river in its natural state. 
Paddlers can expect a two 
to eight hour trip depending on 
river flow, river segment paddled 
and the paddler’s pace. The Saspamco 
Paddling Trail has been designated as an 
official Texas Paddling Trail by the Texas 
Parks and Wildlife Department. The Texas 
Paddling Trail Program supports public paddling 
trails with maps, signage and other information, 
including a website (www.tpwd.state.tx.us/fishboat/
boat/paddlingtrails) that details the thirty-five state 
paddling trails recognized by the program.

The trail begins on the San Antonio River at Loop 1604 
just east of IH-37 and ends at SARA’s Helton San Antonio 
River Nature Park in northern Wilson County. The trail 

also features an alternate midway access site off of 
County Road 125 in Wilson County for paddlers 

that would prefer a shorter trip. Each river 
access site on the paddling trail includes 

a parking area, portable restroom and 
picnic tables.

 While the Saspamco 
Paddling Trail offers 

paddlers an opportunity 
to enjoy the scenic and 

tranquil beauty of the 
San Antonio River, safety 

should always be a priority. 
Paddlers should also keep in 

mind that other than the three 
public access sites associated with the 

paddling trail, the river is surrounded by 
private property that should be respected. 

Use of the paddling trail should be limited to the 
river itself, except during emergency situations. 

Finally, paddlers are requested to practice good 
stewardship and pack out any trash that is generated 
during the trip. 

For more information regarding paddling safetly tips and 
the Saspamco Paddling Trail, including real-time river 
flow and level readings and weather conditions, please 
visit www.sara-tx.org.

By Laura Waldrum
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By now, most of you are probably familiar with the 
numerous public art projects along the Museum Reach 
of the San Antonio River Walk. Strolling along the 
river, your eyes can’t help wandering 
upward at each overpass, drawn to 
the illuminating art installations by 
local and international artists. Now, 
pedestrians crossing above the river at 
street level will be drawn to the river by 
new sculptures shading the sidewalks at 
Brooklyn and McCullough Avenues. 

Puente de Rippling Shadows on Brooklyn 
and Puente de los Encuentros on 
McCullough weren’t originally conceived 
as shade sculptures. Originally, the San 
Antonio River Foundation requested 
proposals for bridge railings. Award-
winning local artist Rolando Briseño came up with 
a proposal that included not just side railings, but 
interesting shapes and patterns to shade pedestrians on 
the many hot and sunny San Antonio days, encouraging 
them to linger comfortably and connect with the river 
below.

Briseño drew inspiration not only from the river itself, 

but from San Antonio culture. On McCullough Avenue, 
decorative coral-red hands are mounted above in a water-
wave pattern. These waving hands refer to the friendly 

local custom San Antonians have of 
waving to the river barge passengers 
as they cruise by. Brooklyn Avenue 
features overhead aqua-blue rippling 
circles evocative of raindrops falling 
into the water below. Both pieces will 
cast dazzling shadows on the sidewalks 
below.

A native San Antonian, Rolando Briseño 
describes himself, tongue-in-cheek, as 
a “cultural adjuster.” He has installed 
works at the Houston Intercontinental 
Airport, the Austin Convention Center, 

Trinity University, Brooklyn Library System, North White 
Plains Railroad Station and Metro North in New York City, 
as well as various locations in San Antonio. His works are 
also displayed in the collections of major museums such 
as the Corcoran Gallery of Art in Washington D.C., the 
Brooklyn Museum of Art and in private collections around 
the world.

For more information, visit www.sariverfoundation.org. 

By Karen Kimbell, San Antonio River Foundation

New Art Creates Cooling Shade
10

Spring 2012River Reach



It has been said that a family’s largest investment is their 
home. For those fortunate enough to own a piece of Texas 
land, their land may be their largest investment, both 
financially and emotionally. Often, land is a connection 
to a family’s history and memories and a legacy to future 
generations.

A conservation easement is a legal agreement that ensures 
a property is managed in perpetuity according to the 
landowner’s wishes and may also offer the landowner 
tax benefits. Conservation easements can protect farms, 
ranches, habitat for wildlife and/or vegetation, scenic 
vistas, wetlands and other types of land. Landowners 
may wish to preserve certain features of the land such as 
fertile soil, mature trees, unique geologic features or a 
piece of Texas history. Or, landowners may simply wish to 
keep the land intact and in the family, rather than broken 
up and sold off in smaller tracts.

Conservation easements also protect land or historic 
buildings from inappropriate development while retaining 
private ownership. By granting an easement in perpetuity, 
the owner may be assured that the resource values of the 
property will be protected indefinitely, no matter who the 

future owners are.

Conservation easements can also help properties qualify 
for tax deductions. In order to qualify for a tax deduction, 
conservation easement donations must:

• be perpetual;

• be donated to a qualified organization (a nonprofit land 
trust or public agency); and

• meet one of the “conservation purposes” tests outlined 
in the Internal Revenue Service (IRS) Code.

Because of the permanent nature of the easement, 
placing a conservation easement on one’s land should be 
done with considerable forethought and consideration. 
Conservation easements are not for everyone, as the 
landowner is voluntarily placing restrictions on his 
property that cannot be reversed.

Nonetheless, conservation easements can be a good tool 
for resource planning, preservation of a family’s heritage 
and securing financial stability for a resource. It is highly 
advisable for property owners to engage consultants to 
assist them in working through these plans together.

This installment of South Texas Natives highlights the 
state fish of Texas, the Guadalupe bass. Guadalupe 
bass are native to small streams in the Edwards Plateau 
region. These fish are particularly well adapted to 
smaller streams because of their 
small size; the state record for 
Guadalupe bass is less than four 
pounds. Their smaller size allows 
them to use habitat that their 
larger bass relatives, such as the 
Largemouth bass (Micropterus 
salmoides), can’t. Even though 
they don’t grow as large as some 
of their other black bass relatives, 
they still enjoy popularity as a 
sport fish. This is because the 
waters they occupy are typically 
hill country streams that are 
arguably some of the most naturally beautiful parts of 
Texas. Although they are most widely known to reside 
in the headwaters areas of the Guadalupe and Colorado 
Rivers, Guadalupe bass can be found in the Medina 
River and Cibolo Creek, both tributaries to the San 

Antonio River. It is believed that they once lived in the 
San Antonio River itself before the urbanization of San 
Antonio in the past century altered the riverine habitat, 
making it unsuitable for their survival. It is hoped that 

Guadalupe bass will once again be 
able to survive in the San Antonio 
River within the San Antonio 
city limits when the aquatic and 
riparian habitat along the Mission 
Reach is restored. In fact, the 
San Antonio River Authority is 
already investigating ways to re-
establish the Guadalupe bass in 
the Mission Reach section of the 
river once the habitat is suitable 
for their survival. Unfortunately, 
urbanization isn’t the only factor 
threatening the Guadalupe bass. 

The greatest threat to our state fish is hybridization with 
the introduced Smallmouth bass (Micropterus dolomieu). 
In response to this threat, Texas Parks and Wildlife 
Department has been breeding Guadalupe bass to restock 
rivers and streams with native fish strains since 1992. 

South Texas Natives

By Claude Harding

By Matthew Driffill
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Conservation Easements: A Lasting Legacy

Guadalupe Bass - Micropterus treculii
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The San Antonio River Authority (SARA) serves a 
regional market, but we also believe that SARA’s 
efforts have a much larger, even global, impact. 
For example, in this issue of the River 
Reach, there is an article about how 
SARA’s education web page (on page 
8) is actually being used throughout 
the State of Texas. Additionally, the 
expertise of SARA’s staff is often on 
display as staff members regularly give 
presentations at state and national 
conferences. Just this month, I had 
the pleasure of speaking at the Texas 
Water Law Conference; in April, Jim 
Doersam will be speaking at the Texas Water 
Conference; and in May, Lee Marlowe and Steven 
Schauer will be speaking at the National River 
Rally Conference. SARA’s work with the Olmos 
Basin Alliance (OBA) is also garnering state 
and national attention. Recently, two public 
service announcements that were created 
by SARA and Thompson Marketing as part of 
SARA’s commitment to OBA were recommended 

by the Texas Commission on Environmental 
Quality for submission to the Environmental 
Protection Agency’s on-line non-point source 

pollution Outreach Toolbox. You can 
view the “cup” and “bag” videos 
on SARA’s website at: www.sara-tx.
org/public_information/media.php. 
One final example of the significant 
impact SARA is having is the work 
being done on the San Antonio River 
Improvements Project (SARIP). Over 
the past five years, SARA has given 
SARIP presentations and project tours 
to over 175 local groups, close to 20 

groups from around the state, over 20 groups 
from around the country and nearly 20 groups 
from around the world. SARIP is generating 
international attention as groups from around 
the world seek to learn how they can emulate 
this wonderful project. SARA is committed to 
the constituents of the regional market that we 
serve, but we will continue to produce results 
that have a global impact. 

By Suzanne Scott, General Manager

SARA’s Global Impact


