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SARA’s Vision
Leaders in Watershed Solutions

SARA’s Mission
Sustain and Enrich Life in the 
San Antonio River Watershed
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By Karen Bishop

We pioneer .

When the San Antonio River Authority (SARA) recognized 
that past flood management practices often failed to 
account for riparian ecosystem health, we created the 
SARA Stream Team . This team takes a multi-disciplinary 
approach to ensure both flood management and stream and 
riparian protection. Local and state examples of achieving 
this balance are limited, so Stream Team members are 
developing ways to adapt approaches from other parts of the 
world to our climate, topography, urbanization, soils, flora 
and fauna.

With water quality data reflecting that storm water runoff 
is among our basin’s greatest water quality threats, SARA is 
exploring long-lasting, sustainable approaches to managing 
storm water on-site and through new, cleaner and greener 
technologies . Again, our region is lagging in this area, so 
SARA is beginning to develop and tailor solutions for our 
watershed. Where the solution lies within the jurisdiction 
of another, perhaps regulatory agency, SARA is giving strong 
voice to these issues .

Sound, science-based data on the effectiveness of 
sustainable technologies within our basin is also lacking. 
In partnership with local universities and other agencies 
and entities, SARA is ensuring this data will be developed 
and shared broadly within our community so that greener, 
sustainable methods can be compared to more traditional 
ones .

Advancing sustainable practices to protect our watershed 
requires dedication and creativity. Solutions may not always 
be immediate. Success will involve changes in the way we 
view and treat our watershed. It will require public and 
private participation .

Since we at SARA believe that healthier streams and better 
surface water quality enrich people’s lives, we will pioneer 
the way.

SARA’s Goals - Measuring Up

By Kim Garcia

It is with excitement that the San Antonio River 
Authority (SARA) introduces Rick Acosta, Computer 
Technician in the Information Technologies 
Department (IT).

Rick began his career with SARA in 2002 
in the Park Services Department as a Park 
Attendant, where he worked for three years. 
While in the Park Services Department, he 
developed an interest in computers and 
set up several programs and templates for 
the department to use. When the position 
for Document Imaging Technician became 
available, he applied for it and was hired. 
Rick worked as a Document Imaging Technician for two 
years before he was promoted to his current position of 
Computer Technician. 

Rick spends his time at work responding to inquiries and 
requests for basic and advanced technical assistance 
with SARA’s computer systems. He identifies problems, 
troubleshoots and resolves technical issues. Rick installs, 
maintains and upgrades computer hardware and

software and assists with the network, phone system and 
other peripheral equipment. Needless to say, he keeps 

very busy.

Rick has three beautiful children: Katelyn, 
14 years old; Cassandra, 10 years old; and 
Ricky, 4 years old. He loves spending time 
with them and assisting with coaching his 
daughters’ softball team. Rick also enjoys 
fishing and hunting in his spare time.

Rick received the Office SARA Star Award 
(Employee of the Year) this past December, 
an award requiring nomination by peers. This 

award was a real testament to Rick’s work ethic and how 
he exemplifies SARA’s goals. Rick was nominated for this 
award by his peers in several departments within SARA, 
including his own department. His manager, Art Herrera, 
had three pages of positive things to say about Rick in 
his nomination letter. Very impressive!

Keep up the good work Rick! We are proud of you. 

Employee Highlight
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We, working with our partners, pioneer 
innovative solutions that sustain and enrich the 
lives of the people in the communities we serve.

— SARA Core Stewardship Value



By Steven Schauer

Raising awareness about the San Antonio River Watershed 
includes providing information to the public about the 
current state of the river, as well as educating the public 
about how individuals can help protect the watershed. 
This is what the “Be Watershed Wise!” initiative aims to 
achieve. Since the launch of the “Be Watershed Wise!” 
initiative one year ago, the San Antonio River Authority 
(SARA) has used print, internet, radio, television, social 
media and VIA buses to help deliver messages to the 
public and raise watershed awareness. SARA staff also 
provides helpful watershed information at community 
events, neighborhood association meetings and 
educational visits with local students.

While much has been accomplished during the first year 
of the “Be Watershed Wise!” initiative, there is still much 
more to be done. There remains a perception among 
some members of the public that the water quality 
of the San Antonio River is not good. Contrary to this 
misperception, the water quality of the San Antonio River 
is normally quite good. Bacteria levels exceed the state 
standard for contact recreation typically only following 
rain events when non-point source pollution—runoff—
enters the river.

SARA is working diligently to bring all surface water in the 
San Antonio River Watershed up to the state standard for 
contact recreation. To accomplish this, non-point source 
pollution levels will have to be lowered, and that can 
only be done if individual citizens choose to make small 
changes in their behaviors that collectively will result 
in less non-point source pollution. This is why the “Be 
Watershed Wise!” initiative will continue into the next 
year and beyond. To learn more about the “Be Watershed 
Wise!” initiative, to see some of the public messaging, 
including video public service announcements, and to find 
contacts for educational, community and neighborhood 
outreach, please visit www.sara-tx.org.

The San Antonio River Authority 
(SARA) continues to seek 
collaborations throughout the 
San Antonio River Watershed . 
We have several cooperative 
projects with the City of San 
Antonio and Bexar County . 
Currently, we are working on 
another collaborative effort 
with the City and County, which 
also includes the National Park 
Service and others, named 

the River South Area Management Plan . The River South 
boundaries extend beyond the city limits to the county line, 
including the eight-mile Mission Reach segment of the San 
Antonio River and encompassing the adjacent neighborhoods 
and four of the San Antonio Missions. SARA’s role in this plan 
is instrumental to ensure a seamless connection from the 
river to street levels . 

The vision behind River South is to connect to the restored 
Mission Reach segment; build onto the existing identity of 
area neighborhoods, history and culture; provide incentives 

to assist with commercial and residential development 
opportunities; and create a renewed sense of place that will 
attract residents and visitors to a variety of recreational, 
historical, environmental and commercial amenities . 

The goals of River South are multi-faceted. The first goal 
is to better utilize historic resources, such as the four 
missions and the San Antonio River, that are included in the 
plan limits . Another is to restore natural resources and the 
ecosystem in the river and creeks, which will mirror the 
objectives of the San Antonio River Improvements Project 
(SARIP) in the Mission Reach. The third goal will be to 
encourage economic development in the area, including job 
creation, and to provide tools for commercial and residential 
revitalization opportunities . 

As the SARIP construction comes to an end in 2013, SARA 
is committed to the operation and maintenance of the 
river improvements both north and south of downtown San 
Antonio. We look forward to the growth of the River South 
plan and to aiding in its implementation. We will continue to 
update our readers about the progress of this plan in coming 
River Reach issues .

Expanding the Vision
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By Hector Morales, SARA Board Member, Bexar County

Be Watershed Wise!



5th Annual Fresh Air Friday 

Friday, April 1, 2011 • 11:30 a.m. – 1:30 p.m. 

Downtown Main Plaza  

Sponsored by the Alamo Area Council of Governments and 

the City of San Antonio. Designed to promote clean air 

and water, healthy living, alternative fuels, sustainable 

building, energy efficiency, renewable energy, ride sharing, 

non-toxic products, walkable and bikeable communities, 

resource conservation and city beautification. 

Earth Day San Antonio 

Saturday, April 9, 2011 • 10:00 a.m. – 4:00 p.m.  

Woodlawn Lake  

Sponsored by Beautify San Antonio, Earth Day Committee 

and the City of San Antonio. Event will include 

entertainment stages, food (vegetarian) and beverage 

booths, tree-planting demonstrations, give-aways, 5K run, 

workshops and seminars demonstrating various energy and 

conservation ideas and techniques.

Walk & Roll to Work Rally  

Friday, May 20 from 8:00 a.m. – 9:00 a.m.  

HemisFair Plaza (near the arch at Alamo and Nueva St.) 

Sponsored by Metropolitan Planning Organization . This 

annual event highlights healthy and economical alternatives 

to driving to work alone and features free refreshments, 

prizes and informational exhibits. San Antonio downtown 

workers celebrate active transportation choices with a 

short morning walk or bicycle ride to attend the Rally. VIA 

Metropolitan Transit is providing free bus transportation for 

cyclists again this year on Walk & Roll to Work Day . 

Canoe Trail Goliad Summer Flotilla 

Saturday, June 4, 2011 • 9:00 a.m. - 11:00 a.m. 

Bring your canoes, kayaks, jon boats, paddles and safety 

gear to the staging area on the north side of the US 

Highway 59/San Antonio River bridge two miles west of 

Goliad. Volunteers will help you unload your gear. Drive to 

Goliad State Park, where the great staff of the Goliad State 

Park will shuttle you back to your boat and gear. Then, 

enjoy a 6.5-mile paddle down the scenic San Antonio River 

back to the state park. For more information, please visit 

www.canoetrailgoliad.com .

Community Events
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Museum Reach Fun 5K 

Saturday, May 28, 2011  

7:00 a.m. – 11:00 a.m. 

Museum Reach at Pearl

Registration begins at 7:00 a.m., 

Fun 5K begins at 8:00 a.m. and Health 

Expo begins at 8:30 a.m. 

The Fun 5K route will take participants 

through the Museum Reach segment 

of the 

San Antonio River to celebrate its 

second anniversary. Walk or run with 

your family and friends and then 

enjoy the fun Health Expo near the 

new Pearl Park. 

Visit www.sara-tx.org to pre-register.



By Maura Nowalk

On January 10, 2011, the San Antonio River Authority’s 
(SARA) Stream Team began construction on a stream 
restoration pilot project on East Salitrillo Creek in the 
City of Converse. The quarter-mile segment of the 
stream to be restored flows through the Judson High 
School campus near Schaeffer Road. The purpose of the 
project is to demonstrate Natural Channel Design (NCD) 
stream restoration methods on a stream within the San 
Antonio River Watershed, while simultaneously reducing 
the stream’s current threat to Judson’s property and 
infrastructure. The demonstration project on the Judson 
High School campus is being designed, built and funded 
by SARA at a cost of approximately $303,000, which 
equates to $275 per linear foot. Projects using NCD stream 
restoration methods typically cost $200 to $500 per linear 
foot; in urban areas, the cost per linear foot can be higher.

 

 

 

Why Restore?

Prior to restoration, this segment of Salitrillo Creek was 
highly damaged through replacement of deep-rooted, 
native riparian grasses with mowed upland grasses, and 
through increased storm water runoff from upstream 
development. Once the increased stream flow eroded the 
shallow-rooted vegetation, the stream became unstable 
and quickly migrated laterally into steep banks of bare 
soil. Channel erosion also led to a reduction in aquatic 
habitat diversity. Degradation of the stream channel 
led to decreased ecological function in the stream and 
its associated riparian area, including diminished water 
quality and less aquatic biodiversity. 

In addition to the ecological consequences, erosion was 
endangering nearby utilities infrastructure, roads and 
athletic fields. Erosion of the channel also increased 
sedimentation downstream. 

Restoration Design 

SARA intends to restore the stream and riparian zone to a 
more natural condition using native materials and minimal 
structures. Some of the NCD techniques used in the pilot 
project have never before been implemented in this part 
of the country. The project design features include:

Stabilization: By partially realigning the stream and 
incorporating natural, hardened structures into the 
stream at key locations, erosion of the channel can be 
reduced significantly. Root wads (tree stumps with root 
mass attached) and vanes made of logs or boulders are 
placed on the outside bends of the channel to protect 
the bank soil. Structures made from boulders and logs 
are strategically placed in the stream to dissipate energy 
and prevent downward channel erosion. Earthen plunge 
pools dissipate the energy of storm water as it enters the 
stream at two major storm water discharges.

Water Quality Treatment: Two bioswales will be 
constructed on the west side of the creek to treat storm 
water inputs from Judson High School before they enter 
the stream. The bioswales will consist of littoral shelves 
(flat pools for water storage) separated by a constructed 
riffle. Storing the water longer gives plants and bacteria 
that live in the soil more time to process pollutants that 
might otherwise go directly into the stream. 

Vegetation: The vegetation in riparian areas of this 
stream segment will be managed to increase ecosystem 
function and support the structural components of the 
project . When construction is completed, the existing 
invasive plant species in the riparian zone will be 
eliminated through herbicide treatment at the start of 
the spring growing season. The riparian zone will then 
be seeded with a diversity of native vegetation. Areas 
adjacent to the stream that are disturbed by construction 
activity will receive a mix of seeding, containerized 
plants, live roots and live staking. The stream bank will be 
stabilized with temporary matting to reduce erosion until 
the new vegetation is established. A temporary irrigation 
system using reuse water from the SARA Salitrillo 
Wastewater Treatment Plant will be used to re-establish 
riparian vegetation .

Stream Team Demonstration Project
SARA and Judson Partner for Stream Restoration
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The continuous vertical bank bordering the stream 
is eroding laterally into the unvegetated soil. (pre-construction)



J-hook: Used to protect the banks by diverting flow through the 
center of the channel instead of towards the banks. Stream flow is 

from left to right.

Double Cross Vane: Prevents downward channel erosion by providing 
a hardened edge, and also dissipates energy by providing a pool area 

for water to slow down. Stream flow is from near to far.

Root Wad: Reduces bank erosion by reinforcing the bank with a 
buried tree trunk and root system, and provides good cover for 

aquatic habitat.
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Benefits of the Project

This restoration project will provide myriad benefits to 
the ecosystem and the community at a reasonable cost . 
By incorporating restoration techniques that more closely 
mimic a naturally functioning channel, the project will 
more effectively address channel stabilization issues while 
simultaneously increasing aquatic habitat, improving the 
riparian ecosystem with the incorporation of native plants 
and enabling better water quality treatment. 

The community will also benefit from the restoration 
effort. Restoring the stream channel and riparian areas to 
a more natural condition will reduce existing maintenance 
costs for removing downstream sediment and repairing 
infrastructure. Moreover, the restored stream will provide 
an excellent educational opportunity for students at 
Judson High School to study streams and their functions, 
as well as to demonstrate the value of NCD techniques to 
the community at large. The site will continue to be an 
ongoing monitoring and demonstration project for many 
years to come as the vegetation matures and significant 
storm events occur .

For more information on this project, please contact Jim 
Boenig at jboenig@sara-tx.org, and to learn more about 
stream restoration, please visit www.sara-tx.org.

Construction of one of the bioswales.



Many exciting San Antonio 

River Authority (SARA) events 

and projects are planned in 

Goliad County . Construction is 

beginning on the Branch River 

Park near downtown Goliad. 

Park visitors will soon be able 

to enjoy a trail system and disc 

golf course. This park will be a 

great place to relax and take in 

the area’s natural beauty after 

a trip on the Goliad Paddling Trail or a shopping trip in 

downtown Goliad.

Speaking of the Goliad Paddling Trail, don’t forget to mark 

June 4, 2011 on your calendars as the date of the annual 

Summer Flotilla. The Flotilla is a fun, day-long event where 

paddlers gather to float the San Antonio River. The event is 

a great opportunity for seasoned and novice paddlers alike 

to enjoy the Goliad Paddling Trail . 

Several new enhancements to the access points have been 

made to the Goliad Paddling Trail, which will provide a 

more enjoyable experience this year. Upgrades were made 

to the take-out point at Goliad State Park, which included 

a new floating dock along the bank of the river and a re-

grading of the bank slope for easier exit from the river. 

SARA will soon make upgrades to the put-in point at US 

Highway 59, improving vehicle access to this area.

Lastly, SARA is conducting intensive water quality sampling 

during base flow conditions on the Lower San Antonio 

River and Cibolo Creek . During this intensive sampling, 

SARA crews will navigate by boat, taking samples at every 

seep, outfall and tributary. The goal of this sampling is 

to pinpoint where bacteria is entering the river so the 

problem and potential solutions can be identified.

For more information about these and other projects on 

the Lower San Antonio River, visit the SARA website at 

www.sara-tx.org .

Goliad County Project Update

The San Antonio River 
Foundation (SARF) is excited 
to introduce its new Executive 
Director, Estela Avery. Mrs. 
Avery served on the SARF 
Board of Directors for more 
than two years and filled in 
as Interim Executive Director 
since September. “I feel 
honored to be able to help the 
San Antonio River Foundation 

in this way,” she said. “The River was vital to our city’s 
founding and early growth, and the River Improvements 
Project is vital to our continued economic and cultural 
growth.” 

Mrs. Avery is a devoted philanthropist, dedicated 
volunteer and has been a fundraiser for over 15 years. 
Her experience working with non-profit organizations 
ranges from heading capital campaigns and working with 
volunteers to chairing successful special events. She 
is also the working chair for the Hill Country Memorial 

Hospital Gala in Fredericksburg and Board Chair at 
Providence Catholic School, Inc. She also serves on the 
KLRN Board of Directors, Schreiner University Advisory 
Board of Directors for the BSN Program, School of 
Nursing UT Health and Science Center Advisory Board 
and CSU Advisory Board in Kerrville. 

The San Antonio River Authority (SARA) created SARF in 
2003, and its mission is to enhance the natural beauty, 
recreational use and public appreciation of the entire 
San Antonio River and its tributaries. SARF’s current 
fundraising focus is to augment public funds with 
donations from corporations, foundations and individuals 
to fund enhancements and additional amenities to the 
San Antonio River Improvements Project. 

Mrs. Avery recently implemented Breakfast Along the 
River, a monthly tour of SARF-funded Mission Reach 
projects. The tour is aimed at informing and educating 
those interested in becoming advocates for SARF. 

To learn more or to sign up for a SARF tour, please visit 
www.sariverfoundation.org or call (210) 224-2694.

By Adair Sutherland, SARA Board Member, Goliad County

By Karen Kimbell, San Antonio River Foundation

Foundation Welcomes Estela Avery
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•	Put-in	from	9	a.m.	–	11	a.m.	at	HWY	59	bridge,	west	of	downtown	Goliad

•	Free	parking	provided	at	Goliad	State	Park	and	shuttle	service	back	to	the	put-in

•	Paddlers	must	supply	their	own	craft	and	safety	equipment

•	Registration	is	required	by	noon	on	Wednesday,	June	1:

	 •	kccanoe@aol.com

	 •	(830)	780-3249

•	Please	visit	www.canoetrailgoliad.com	or	call	Wilfred	Korth	at	(361)	575-6366	for	
more	information

•	The	flotilla	is	subject	to	weather-related	cancellation	through	8	a.m.	on	event	day	
Call	the	Goliad	State	Park	at	(361)	645-3405

Hosted by the San Antonio River Authority

w w w . s a r a - t x . o r g



By Maura Nowalk

The San Antonio River Authority (SARA) is offering free 
interpretive tours of the Mission Reach Phase One. Tours 
begin at 10:00 a.m. and 11:00 a.m. on the third Saturday 
of every month. The walk is about three quarters of 
a mile, starting and ending at the small pavilion next 
to the river at Roosevelt Park. Tours generally last 45 
minutes to an hour. 

SARA’s Intergovernmental and Community Relations 
Department (IGCR) also offers a number of additional 
outdoor learning opportunities for students and the 
general public. 

• Bat Talks: Stay posted for our increasingly popular 
bat talks! During the summer, we provide a short 
informational presentation about Mexican Free-tailed 
Bats before watching them fly out from their summer 
colony under the I-35 Bridge along the Museum Reach 
Urban Segment.

• Museum Reach Tour: Walking tours of the Museum 
Reach provide interested groups with a greater 
appreciation for some of the public art and design 
features of the project. 

• Water Sampling: Schools can request SARA’s 
assistance with an outdoor stream sampling event to 
give their students hands-on experience learning about 
common pollutants in the San Antonio River Watershed. 

• Mission Reach Tour: In addition to the monthly walks 
for the public, we offer tours of the Mission 
Reach on request for interested school 
groups or organizations. 

• Nature Hikes: During 2010 and 
into 2011, SARA offered four 
educational hikes at Jackson 
Nature Park in Wilson 
County. Topics included 
geocaching, geologic 
formations, native birds and 
native wildflowers. Check out 
www.sara-tx.org for more information 
about future nature hikes.

For more information or to schedule an outdoor 
educational activity, please contact Matthew Driffill by 
e-mail at mdriffill@sara-tx.org or (210) 302-3222.
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By Dale Bransford

The federal government recently issued a report 
entitled “America’s Great Outdoors: A Promise to Future 
Generations.” The document was prepared collaboratively 
by numerous federal agencies and offices to develop a 
twenty-first century conservation and recreation agenda. 
Its premise is that the “protection of our natural heritage 
is a non-partisan objective shared by all Americans .” The 
report recognizes that “Americans are becoming increasingly 
disconnected from the great outdoors,” and that “natural 
resources remain central to economic vitality, yet they 
are under increased pressure from development and 
fragmentation, unsustainable use, pollution, and impacts 
from a changing climate.”

The report’s vision is to connect Americans to the great 
outdoors, conserve and restore America’s great outdoors 
and to work together for America’s great outdoors. It 
details goals, recommendations and actions to achieve ten 
objectives:

• Provide quality jobs, career pathways, and service 
opportunities

• Enhance recreational access and opportunities

• Raise awareness of the value and benefits of America’s 
great outdoors

• Engage young people in conservation and the great 
outdoors

• Strengthen the Land and Water Conservation Fund

• Establish great urban parks and community green spaces

• Conserve rural working farms, ranches, and forests through 
partnerships and incentives

• Conserve and restore national parks, wildlife refuges, 
forests, and other federal lands and waters

• Protect and renew rivers and other waters

• Make the federal government a more effective 
conservation partner

Those familiar with the San Antonio River Authority’s (SARA) 
efforts to prepare a Nature-Based Park Resources Plan and 
define SARA’s vision, strategic targets and operational goals 
will recognize similar thinking. SARA’s mission to “Sustain 
and enrich life in the San Antonio River Watershed” is 
amplified on a national scale in this report. This report 
validates SARA’s sustainability and recreational plans and 
policies and strengthens our resolve to implement these 
concepts throughout the San Antonio River Watershed . 

The report is available at www.americasgreatoutdoors.gov .

A Promise to Future Generations
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By Maura Nowalk

Can you identify the state grass of Texas? Sideoats 
grama is a native, warm-season grass that can grow in 
bunches or form sod through lateral 
extensions of its roots, known as 
rhizomes. Its leaves are bluish-green 
in color and they are straight and 
coarse to touch. The leaves of this 
grass are characterized by long, basal 
hairs that form evenly along the edge 
of the leaf and originate from small 
glands. Sideoats grama gets its name 
from its distinguishing seed stalk. 
Purplish oat-like spikelets form a 
zig-zag pattern along one side of the 
stem, and they flower from July to 
September. Compared to other prairie 
grasses, sidoats grama is medium-
sized, reaching a height of one to 
three feet.

Sideoats grama can grow in a variety of soil types, but 
it prefers rocky or stony soils that are calcareous or 
moderately alkaline. Its deep root system allows sideoats 

grama to obtain water even during drought conditions, 
making this grass tolerant of the drier conditions that 

are characteristic of south central 
Texas. Sideoats grama can be found 
on rocky open slopes, prairies and in 
forest openings. 

Although sideoats grama is not as 
resistant to extensive grazing as 
shorter grasses, it remains one of 
the most important range grasses in 
Texas. It is more palatable than some 
taller grass species, it produces a 
greater volume of forage than some 
shorter grasses and it has one of 
the longest growing seasons of any 
range grass. Sideoats grama provides 
a number of wildlife benefits as 
well, including forage for deer and 

seed and nesting material for birds. This important 
grass species also serves as the preferred food source 
for several butterfly species, including the orange 
skipperling and the bronze roadside-skipper.

South Texas Natives
Sideoats grama – Bouteloua curtipendula
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By Matthew Driffill

The San Antonio River Authority (SARA) has a long-standing 
partnership in education with the Witte Museum, San 
Antonio’s first and most widely visited 
public museum . For 85 years, the Witte 
Museum has maintained a reputation for 
engaging exhibits and programs on cultural 
history, natural history and science . In 
recent years, SARA and the Witte have 
collaborated on a program called Roots 
in the River. This program for elementary 
students highlights the history and future 
of the San Antonio River through hands-on 
activities and primary sources of art from 
the Witte collection. In continuation of 
this relationship, SARA has the pleasure 
of assisting the Witte with development 
of their current exhibit Amazon Voyage: 
Vicious Fishes and Other Riches . This exhibit 
opened February 5, 2011 and will run through September 5, 
2011. It features live fish specimens from the Amazon River 
Basin, including the infamous piranha. 

For comparison, the exhibit will also include an educational 
classroom that highlights the San Antonio River Watershed and 

some of the fish native to the San Antonio 
River .

As part of its community outreach effort, 
the education team at SARA has contributed 
by putting together maps and graphics 
for the exhibit, as well as acquiring fish 
specimens, training Witte staff on the 
history and environment of the San Antonio 
River and helping develop other hands-on 
activities to enrich the experience of the 
Amazon Voyage visitors . 

Future partnership opportunities between 
the Witte Museum and SARA will include a 
new building called “The Center for Rivers 
and Aquifers.” This building is included in a 

future phase of the Witte’s planned campus expansion. Stay 
tuned to the River Reach for more information about future 
collaborations between SARA and the Witte Museum.
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By Suzanne Scott, General Manager

As regular readers of the River Reach are aware, the 
San Antonio River Authority (SARA) has partnered 
with Bexar County, the City of San Antonio, the U.S. 
Army Corps of Engineers, the San Antonio 
River Foundation and the San Antonio 
River Oversight Committee since 1998 to 
plan, design and now construct ecosystem 
restoration and recreation improvements to 
the Mission Reach of the San Antonio River. 
The first phase of the Mission Reach from 
Lone Star Boulevard to Concepcion Park 
at the river’s confluence with San Pedro 
Creek has been open to the public since 
December 2010. 

An official grand opening of this first segment of the 
project is planned for the spring, but during this “soft 
opening” we have seen many families taking weekend 
strolls along the new hike and bike trails. Cyclists 
and joggers are also frequent visitors to the trails. 
By spring, the native grasses and plants will be more 
established and wildflowers will be in bloom. Re-
establishing an ecosystem takes time, patience and 

continual care to ensure its long-term sustainability. 
SARA’s crews are working hard, alongside Mother 
Nature, to bring nature back to the river. After 

the native grasses and wildflowers are 
established, trees and shrubs will be 
planted in the fall. The restoration of the 
ecosystem will bring benefits to the length 
of the San Antonio River as native fish and 
plant species will be nurtured in the newly 
created habitat. Added embayment areas 
will hold and clean storm water, which will 
assist in improving water quality as water 
flows into the river. As the Mission Reach 
is ultimately linked to the downstream 

segments of the river beyond Bexar County, improving 
the ecosystem will enhance a natural corridor for fish, 
birds and plant life throughout the region. 

As the weather warms up, I invite you to visit the 
Mission Reach. SARA staff and volunteers provide 
tours monthly. Visit www.sanantonioriver.org for more 
information about the project and public tours.

Have you visited the Mission Reach?

100 E . Guenther St . 
P.O. Box 839980 
San Antonio, TX 78283-9980
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