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Watershed Wise 
Spotlight

One of the amazing things about the San Antonio River is 
the incredible wildlife seen while walking its banks. There 
are remarkable native and migrating birds, butterflies, 
astonishing bats and notable rare and endangered animals. 
Surprisingly, the most valuable creature on the river is YOU. 
Have you ever walked along the banks of the river and seen 
a bird and thought to yourself, where did that come from 
or did you just marvel on its beauty? If you ponder these 
thoughts and are curious about your world, then the San 
Antonio River Authority’s (SARA) Watershed Wise Citizen 
Science program is for you!

Worldwide, Citizen Scientists are volunteers who make 
observations and document data where they live and 
recreate.

Citizen Scientists provide a valuable service to top 
scientists, are respected both locally and globally and 
work on significant projects that cover amazing subjects 
including wildlife, climate and geography. Citizen Science is 
simple. Your daily physical activities can become delightful 
by seeing beautiful landscapes and wildlife. These activities 
might even inspire a round of phonetography, photos 
taken with a mobile phone or smartphone. As a Citizen 
Scientist, this talent is transformed into priceless useful 
scientific information. 

For SARA, Citizen Scientist’s collections support current, 
fundamental studies such as the agency’s scientific bird 
study. One such Citizen Scientist, Louis Uranga, has about 
120 observations and helped identify approximately 80 
species. In appreciation of his work, he recently received 
SARA’s Most Active Watershed Wise Warrior Citizen Science 
Volunteer Award as part of this year’s Inaugural Watershed 
Wise Awards. SARA utilizes www.iNaturalist.org a digital 
platform that observes the environment. With just one 
click, individuals can upload photos by computer or mobile 
phone which are then used to help our river thrive. 

Currently, SARA has three river projects available in 
iNaturalist:
• John William Helton Nature Park on the 

San Antonio River
• San Antonio River Walk: Mission Reach
• San Antonio River Walk: Museum Reach

Awaken your inner brilliance by visiting the Watershed 
Wise section at www.sara-tx.org to become a Watershed 
Wise Citizen Scientist today!
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Throughout my adolescent school 
years I was asked, “What do you 
want to be when you grow up?” 
and my answer would always 
be - “rich.” Fast forward to my 
college years and the answer 
went from “rich” to “I want to be 
around others who want to make 
a difference and hopefully be rich.” 
To be honest, I’ve always known 

the probability of winning the lottery was slim to none, but 
just in case the powers at be are listening. I have always 
known two things, I want to live a life of helping others and 
I want to surround myself with passionate people who are 
making a difference and inspiring actions. 

As the Internal Communications Coordinator for the San 
Antonio River Authority (SARA), I have the opportunity to 
surround myself with passionate people who want to make 
a difference. Our vision is to inspire actions for healthy 
creeks and rivers and our mission is to protect and enhance 
our creeks and rivers through service, leadership and 
expertise. The vision and mission of SARA are powerful; 
however, it would not be possible without my colleagues, 
they are SARA. I’m inspired everyday by their genius minds 
and determination. 

My job is to ensure my colleagues receive timely and 
accurate organizational information, and as a member of 
the Human Resources team, we aim to recruit, retain and 
develop an outstanding workforce. Serving as an asset to 
our most valuable resources provides the support needed 
for continued excellence in achieving organizational 
initiatives that reinforce our vision and mission. 

At SARA, our employees are the best in the business. 
Each day, I am fortunate enough to follow my passion 
by continuing to building employee dedication and 
commitment. This gives me a level of richness no amount 
of money can match. 

By Verma Villegas, Education Coordinator 

Inspiring Actions
By Elizabeth Bustamante, Internal Communications 

 Coordinator, Human Resources

Interested in Inspiring Actions? 
Visit www.sara-tx.org for current 
opportunities available.
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The San Antonio River Authority 
(SARA) actively promotes Low Impact 
Development (LID) and advocates for 
development practices for commercial, 
residential and capital improvement 
projects. The goal is to improve water 
quality, mitigate stormwater runoff 
which contributes to flash flooding and 

to protect the health and safety of the San Antonio River 
Watershed. Runoff from rainfall containing contaminants 
remains a leading factor in degrading water quality. Applying 
sustainable practices through nature-based and engineered 
solutions can help preserve and protect our watershed.

Last year, after a two year stakeholder driven process, SARA 
submitted proposed changes to the City of San Antonio 
that improved the permitting process for landowners and 
developers seeking to implement voluntary LID design 
features. The changes were unanimously adopted on 
February 18, 2016 as the City of San Antonio City Council 
embraced LID’s natural and engineered features as ways 
to address water quality and growth. Now, the Unified 
Development Code incentivizes developers to incorporate 
LID features and Best Management Practices (BMPs) in urban 

development. SARA also submitted amendments to update 
the city’s Conservation Subdivision regulations which were 
also adopted by City Council. 

Urban development increases the amount and diversity 
of pollutants that feed into rivers and tributaries through 
stormwater runoff. That is why SARA has been very involved 
in the SA Tomorrow Sustainability Plan advocating for 
LID principles and the future review of impervious cover 
regulations. Decreasing or limiting impervious cover is an 
effective method to decrease stormwater flow and velocities 
while filtering out contaminants and reducing erosion. 
Incorporating conservation design, natural channel design, 
bioswales and rain gardens provides environmental benefits, 
and can provide economic benefits as well.

SARA is attempting to lead by example by retrofitting its 
two downtown facilities with stormwater BMPs. The SARA 
headquarters, which borders the San Antonio River, will 
convert from an impervious to pervious parking lot and install 
water catchments to retain rainfall that would otherwise run 
directly into the River. To protect our river and its tributaries, 
we must rethink how we design our communities, and LID is a 
big step forward in that process.

By Jim Campbell, SARA Board Member, Bexar County District 4

Protecting Our Watershed from Urban Runoff

The busy summer season has come to a close, but not so 
where the San Pedro Creek and the San Antonio River come 
together. Confluence Park is awash with activity. Over the 
summer contracts were signed, a groundbreaking ceremony 
held, an archeological survey 
conducted, construction fences raised 
up and the earth moved.

Designed by Lake|Flato, Matsys 
(from Oakland, CA) and Rialto Studio, 
Confluence Park is a one-of-a-kind 
outdoor learning center, dedicated to 
teaching everyone about sustainability, 
water conservation and scientific 
design. Blending art, architecture, 
native landscaping and Low Impact Development, 
Confluence Park stewards the abundant natural resources our 
region provides, nourishing and powering not just the park, 
but more importantly our minds and souls. Imagine flower-
inspired pavilions, artistically designed to harvest water, or 

a multimedia classroom, employing a living roof to keep 
cooler during these hot summer months. Add in a permeable 
parking area, oak trees, a native grassland prairie, some solar 
panels and you are imagining Confluence Park. And in just 

a short 12 to 14 months, you will not 
even need to use your imagination.

Aesthetically inspiring to look at, 
Confluence Park is equally inspiring 
for the mind. Just as the physical 
construction has begun, so has 
the programming. Maximizing the 
incredible knowledge of educators 
in San Antonio, engaging with 
our wonderful public and private 

partners, the San Antonio River Foundation is helping create 
rich programming for young and old alike. So follow the 
construction online at www.sariverfoundation.org and be 
ready, because before you realize, it will be time to come visit 
Confluence Park and be inspired to do something great!

By Frates Seeligson, Director of Confluence Park, San Antonio River Foundation

Confluence Park Update



The San Antonio River Authority (SARA) and Bexar County 
recently launched a training program for the construction, 
inspection and maintenance of Low Impact Development 
(LID) permanent stormwater Best Management Practices 
(BMPs). 

LID is a design approach modeled after nature to manage 

stormwater runoff in a manner that mimics natural 

hydrologic processes, providing benefits for water quality 

and mitigating negative impacts of stormwater runoff on 

downstream resources including streams and rivers. 

The need for such a training program arose from two 
separate community efforts: 

 • The Bexar County Water Quality and Maintenance 

Manual 
A Phase II post construction BMP manual that provides 
incentives for construction of LID permanent stormwater 
BMPs for improved water quality. 

• The City of San Antonio Unified Development Code 

(Sec. 35-210) 
A recently adopted voluntary section of the city code that 
defines and incentivizes LID and natural channel design. 

Stakeholders associated with these efforts identified the 
need for a training program for designers, installers and 
those who annually inspect and maintain LID practices in the 
community.

The LID training program courses provided: 

Design and Construction Inspection Registration  
Focus was on key factors of LID BMP construction inspection 
to ensure proper functioning at the time of construction. 

Annual Inspection and Maintenance Certification 
Focus was on post-construction activities to ensure proper 
functioning into the future. The LID BMPs addressed include: 
bioretention (e.g. rain gardens and bioswales), permeable 
pavement, sand filters, green roofs, vegetated swales, 
vegetated filter strips, stormwater wetlands and cisterns.

In partnership with the City of San Antonio, the 2-day courses 
were held at the Urban Ecology Center at Phil Hardberger 
Park (pictured below). This facility serves as a demonstration 
site for a variety of LID BMPs in a beautiful natural area park 
setting that is surrounded by urban development. This facility 
made it easy to show how LID can be used in an attractive 
and effective manner.

The courses were well attended and generated positive 
feedback from attendees from both the public and private 
sectors of professional engineers, architects, landscape 
architects, planners, construction inspectors, contractors and 
maintenance personnel. 

SARA plans to continue offering these courses in the 
future and will maintain the lists of registered and certified 
individuals. These courses are an important step towards 
ensuring that LID BMPs are installed, inspected and 
maintained properly so they provide the critical functions 
necessary to benefit water quality in the San Antonio River.

By Lee Marlowe, Sustainable Landscape Ecologist, Environmental Sciences 

Low Impact Development 
Training Program Launched
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For more information about these trainings and LID, please visit our website at www.sara-tx.org.



A large part of fulfilling the mission of the San Antonio River 
Authority (SARA), to protect and enhance our creeks and 
rivers through service, leadership and expertise, is through 
education. We provide information and examples to show 
how personal actions have an effect on our creeks and rivers, 
as well as alternatives to minimize our impact on the San 
Antonio River Watershed. 

Currently, SARA is funding two programs under 
the Watershed Wise initiative: 

• Watershed Wise Rebate

• Watershed Wise Grant

These initiatives provide funds to build stormwater treatment 
projects using a variety of Low Impact Development (LID) 
methods. The goal of both initiatives is to create awareness 
of the negative impacts stormwater runoff has on our 
creeks and rivers, as well as reducing stormwater runoff on a 
property’s site.

LID is a design approach modeled after nature to manage 
stormwater runoff in a manner that mimics natural 
hydrologic processes, providing benefits for water quality 
and mitigating negative impacts of stormwater runoff on 
downstream resources including streams and rivers. 

LID includes the use of structural best management practices 
(BMPs) such as rain gardens, bioswales, cisterns and green 
roofs. One focus of LID is to improve water quality by filtering 

nonpoint source pollutants, washed off impervious surfaces, 
that flow through storm drains and into to our creeks and 
rivers. Nonpoint source pollutants come from the air (pollen 
and dust), vehicles (oils, gas and rubber), roads/parking lots 
(oil, gas, rubber and dust) and lawns (herbicides, pesticides 
and bacteria). LID manages and treats stormwater as close to 
the source as possible at the same time treating stormwater 
as a resource rather than a nuisance.

LID Design Principles:

• Slow it down. Spread it out. Soak it in.

• Use on-site features including existing slopes and 
depressions 

• Maintain or enhance existing drainage and infiltration

• Reduce overall imperviousness

• Polish stormwater for quality

The Watershed Wise Rebate and Watershed Wise Grant 
provide opportunities for various groups to learn about 
stormwater, where it comes from and how to treat it using 
natural processes. The rebate provides is an opportunity 
for landscape architects and engineers to learn the design 
process for LID including sizing, materials, plants and different 
methods. Similarly, the school grant teaches students about 
stormwater while landscape architects and contractors learn 
the design process. 6

By Jake Aalfs, Landscape Architect, Environmental Sciences 

A Watershed Moment

Use on-site 
features including 
existing slopes 
and depressions 
to build rain 
gardens.



The Watershed Wise Rebate is open to design 
professionals, government entities, neighborhood 
associations and non-profit organizations. The rebate 
provides reimbursement for construction of on-site 
stormwater BMPs for either new construction or retrofit. 
BMPs must meet design details published in SARA’s San 
Antonio River Basin Low Impact Development Technical 
Guidance Manual. The rebate is available for projects 
in Bexar, Wilson, Karnes and Goliad counties with a 
minimum request of $15,000 and a maximum of $100,000 
per project. The rebate amount was based on the type of 
BMP and the volume of stormwater treated. 

For fiscal year (FY) 2015/16, the Watershed Wise Rebates 
totaled $345,000 for five projects. 
• Confluence Park - Underground Cistern
• City of San Antonio Development Services Department 

Parking Lot - Bioswale
• Midtown Inner City Parking 281/37 - 3 Bioretention cells
• Leon Valley City Hall Parking Lot - Permeable Parking
• Doseum Parking Expansion - 2 Bioretention cells

For FY 2016/17, $520,000 is available for Watershed Wise 
Rebate projects.

The Watershed Wise Grant provides up to $22,000 to K-12 
public schools to install a combination of rain gardens, 
cisterns and/or bioswales. The grant provides design 
assistance from a local landscape architect to engage 
students and faculty in the design process. In addition, 

educators from SARA provide in-class, hands-on, TEKS 

aligned presentations, lessons and activities. The Watershed 

Wise Grant is available for schools located in Bexar, Wilson, 

Karnes and Goliad counties.

For FY 2016/17, SARA will be offering three Watershed 

Wise Grants totaling $66,000. 

FY 2014/15 WATERSHED WISE GRANT AWARD WINNERS 

• Ferdinand Herff Elementary

• Floresville South Elementary

FY 2015/16 WATERSHED WISE GRANT AWARD WINNERS 

• Bellaire Elementary

• Five Palms Elementary

• Floresville North Elementary

• Rudder Middle School
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Select 
Watershed 
Wise Rebate 

to Apply

Click the LID/
Sustainability 

Tab

Visit 
www.sara-tx.org

Select 
Watershed 
Wise Grant 
to Apply

Click the LID/
Sustainability 

Tab

Visit 
www.sara-tx.org

Apply NOW for the Watershed Wise Rebate! Apply NOW for the Watershed Wise Grant!

For more information about Watershed Wise, please visit our website at www.sara-tx.org.
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The San Antonio River Authority (SARA) 

operates several nature-based parks in 

the San Antonio River Watershed. Nature 

parks are different from traditional parks 

because they emphasize and embrace 

the natural resources of the park property 

which minimize human impact on nature. 

Be sure to stop by and check out some of the nature-based 

parks in Wilson County. 

• Graytown Park on the San Antonio River 
Located on county road 125, this park offers visitors a 

hiking trail along the San Antonio River, midpoint access to 

Saspamco paddling trail and a brand new disc golf course. 

The Disc Golf course was recently unveiled at a SARA 

grand opening and is anticipated to be used throughout 

the year by disc golf players from across the state. 

• John William Helton San Antonio River Nature Park  
This park is located near Floresville off FM 775 and features 
3 miles of hike and bike trails, a takeout point for Saspamco 
paddling trail and a 5,000 square foot pavilion. SARA events 
featured at this park include the Fall Pecan Jubilee (see ad on 
page 10), Movies in the Park and much more. 

• Jackson Nature Park 
Located near Stockdale off county road 401, this park also 
features 3 miles of hiking trails, unique geologic formations 
and overlooks Cibolo Creek. SARA events featured at this 
park include Art in the Park. 

SARA hopes the engagement at the nature-based parks will 
increase the appreciation for the river and its tributaries and 
encourage preservation and conservation. Throughout the 
year, SARA holds a variety of educational, fun events for the 
entire family. To learn more about upcoming events and 
programs, please visit SARA’s Upcoming Events calendar at 
www.sara-tx.org. 

By John J. Flieller, SARA Board Member, Wilson County 

Wilson County Parks

Imagine an uneventful afternoon spent fishing along the San 
Antonio River, suddenly you snag a creature that resembles 
the offspring of the Loch Ness Monster! Be unafraid and know 
that the writhing, snakelike creature is a harmless American 
Eel! Surprisingly, these eels are native and belong in our river.

Unknown to many, this nocturnal eel is a catadromous 
fish, an animal that lives in freshwater and spawns in the 
ocean. In fact, it undertakes an incomprehensible journey 
through both salt and fresh bodies of water. What is even 
more intriguing is that one may not even recognize it as the 
same fish when encountered spatially apart, since there are 
six metamorphic stages of this perplexing eel: egg, larva 
(leptocephalus), glass eel, elver, yellow eel and silver eel. Only 
the elver and yellow eel can be found in freshwater rivers. Its 
remarkable migratory path and ever changing form can last 
over 20 years from egg to maturity and ends dramatically 
after reproduction. Adults can reach lengths of up to 4 feet, 
and each eel migrates close to 2,000 miles from its breeding 
grounds, the Sargasso Sea near the Bermuda Triangle and 
then all the way to the rivers of Texas! Talk about a Superfish! 

Sadly, the construction of dams, which impede upstream 
spawning migrations, have eliminated this native species 

from most areas of Texas. Fish biologists are in urgent need of 
data to be able to make sound decisions for the management 
of this astounding creature. Thus, they are urging fishermen 
and citizen scientists to report observations and specimens of 
all the lifecycle stages of this eel so we can intentionally allow 
it to live and thrive in our rivers. 

Don’t you think, one would be plain star-struck if fortunate 
enough to sight this remarkable Texas native!

By Minna Paul & Verma Villegas, Education Coordinators

South Texas Natives 
American Eel (Anguilla rostrata) 
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With a heavy heart, the San Antonio River 
Authority (SARA) announces the death of 
Sally Buchanan, Chairman of SARA’s Board of 
Directors. She peacefully passed away in San 
Antonio with close family members nearby 
on July 30th after battling melanoma for 
five years. Buchanan served as a SARA board 
member representing Bexar County At-large 
since 1999, and she became SARA’s Board 
Chair in 2013. For more information about 
her legacy, please see the article on page 12. 

On August 17, the SARA Board of Directors 
elected Michael W. Lackey, P.E. to serve as 
Chairman. Lackey, who represents Bexar 
County District 3, will serve as Chairman 
for the remainder of Buchanan’s term, which runs through 
November 2017.

“I’m humbled by the support and confidence given to me 
by the board,” said Lackey. “However, this is a bittersweet 
moment. Sally was a dear friend. She had a passion for the 
acequias and area history, which made her such a great 
advocate for the River. I’m grateful for the opportunity to 
serve as SARA’s Chairman, and I will do my best to build upon 
Sally’s strong legacy.”

Lackey is Principal of Lackey de Carvajal 
Cx (LCCx), which is an Energy Efficiency 
Engineering firm. As a LEED Accredited 
Professional, Lackey verifies that complex 
building systems perform as intended 
to achieve energy and water efficiency, 
reduce CO2 emissions and improve indoor 
environmental quality. Lackey is also a 
SARA-appointed Board Member of the San 
Antonio River Foundation and recently 
served as the chairman of the Foundation’s 
board of directors. Prior to election to the 
SARA board, Lackey served on the San 
Antonio Water System board of trustees 
from 2001 to 2009. 

“Mike has been an active board member 
since he was first elected in 2009,” said Suzanne Scott, 
SARA’s General Manager. “Having served on the Executive 
Committee and as Chairman of the Operations Committee, 
Mike has a thorough understanding of the agency and he is 
deeply committed to SARA’s vision of inspiring actions for 
healthy creeks and rivers.”

For more information about SARA’s Board of Directors, 
including bios and committee assignments, please visit 
www.sara-tx.org.

By Steven Schauer, Manager of External Communications 

SARA Welcomes New Chairman

SARA’s General 
Manager Suzanne 
Scott and Board 
Chairman 
Michael W. Lackey 
presented a 
tribute to Sally 
Buchanan’s 
husband Bob.



For more information, contact Angela Camarillo at (210) 302-3267, 
acamarillo@sara-tx.org or visit www.sara-tx.org.

The San Antonio River Authority (SARA) prides itself in its 
ability to be leaders in watershed solutions. Our efforts 
extend from the headwaters of the San Antonio River, to the 
tide waters of the San Antonio Bay. But our influence does 
not stop there. On February 11, 2016, the South Central Texas 
Regional Water Planning Group (SCTRWPG) named a new 
Chair, selecting SARA General Manager, Suzanne Scott to lead 
regional water planning efforts for south central Texas. 

More commonly known as “Region L,” the planning group 
consists of 30 voting members, representing 12 interest areas 
across 20 and a half counties in south central Texas. Following 
the historic drought of 1996, the 75th Texas Legislature 
enacted Senate Bill 1 (SB1) calling for a grassroots approach 
to developing the State Water Plan. Region L is one of 16 
Regional Water Planning Groups created by SB1 to tackle 
drought and plan for the future water needs and demands 
of south central Texas. Since the inception of Region L, SARA 
has collaborated with the public and regional stakeholders 
to plan for the future, representing the interests of the San 
Antonio River and its watershed. 

So what is the State Water Plan, and why does it matter? In 
short, the State Water Plan is a compilation of all 16 regions’ 
individual water plans. Regional and state plans are prepared 
in five year cycles. The first Region L plan was unveiled in 
2001 and has been updated every five years since. The most 
recent update was delivered to the Texas Water Development 
Board late last year and has since been incorporated in the 
proposed 2017 State Water Plan. 

The SB1 process requires planning groups to plan for the next 
50 years. Planning groups must develop data that includes 
projections for population growth, the rise of demand 
under drought conditions, quantification of existing water 
supplies, calculation of need for new water supplies and an 
evaluation of potential water management strategies to meet 
projected needs. The process ensures that economic growth, 
public health and water sources are protected for future 
generations.

Having just wrapped up its fourth cycle of planning, Region 
L is embarking upon the development of the 2021 Regional 
Water Plan. The process leans on input from the public 
who know the needs of their community. Together, we can 
prepare for the future. To learn more about planning for 
our future, or to get involved in the process, please visit 
www.regionltexas.org 
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By Cole Ruiz, Intergovernmental Relations Coordinator

Leaders in 
Regional Water Planning 



Imagine yourself wearing a full face mask and wetsuit, 30 

feet underwater where you can see less than 6 inches in front 

of your face, breathing off of something called a third lung 

and looking for an animal that most people don’t even know 

exists. That is exactly what the San Antonio River Authority 

(SARA) dive team calls a great day at the office. 

In July 2014, SARA began the Holistic Freshwater Mussel 

Project, a five-year project established to identify the 

species present and abundance of Unionid mussels in the 

San Antonio River Basin. There are approximately 300 native 

Unionid mussel species in North America with at least 

88 of those federally listed as threatened or endangered. 

The project requires SARA biologists to sample the 

stream bed in all major tributaries and the main stem by 

visually and tactually searching. In much of the river, this 

is accomplished by digging on your hands and knees or 

snorkeling in moderate depths. Where it is too deep for the 

aforementioned methods, biologists dive to complete their 

searches. In Fall 2015, SARA decided to bring this expertise 

in-house and began developing the Underwater Research 

Program (URP).

The program development process involved preparing 

a dive safety manual, personnel completing swimming/

watermanship tests and night diver certification courses to 

prepare personnel for turbid water conditions. SARA divers 

use a surface supplied air system connected to a full face 

mask with up to 80 feet of breathing hoses. Full face masks 

allow for longer underwater time and are equipped with 

communication systems so divers can communicate with 

one another, as well as personnel on the surface. On June 20, 

2016, SARA divers completed the first open water URP mussel 

survey in a pool on the San Antonio River approximately 0.42 

miles downstream of Loop 410. 

Currently, mussels have been found during the project on the 

Lower Cibolo Creek and main stem of the San Antonio River. 

Efforts will continue on the main stem to the confluence 

with the Guadalupe River, SARA will then focus efforts on the 

major tributaries in the river basin. 

By Shaun Donovan, Aquatic Biologist, Environmental Sciences 

Diving into Underwater Research 



100 E. Guenther St. 
P.O. Box 839980 
San Antonio, TX 78283-9980

PRSRT STD
U.S. POSTAGE

PAID
SAN ANTONIO, TX
PERMIT NO. 1383

VIVA Sally! Those were 
the final words of the 
homily given to honor 
Sally Buchanan at her 
memorial service on 
August 7, 2016. It was a 
fitting tribute to celebrate 

the life of the recently deceased board 
chairman of the San Antonio River Authority 
(SARA). Sally was a wonderful person who 
loved life and touched so many people in so 
many ways. She will be dearly missed. 

Sally was a tremendous force in some of 
SARA’s most celebrated projects over the 
past four decades, and her imprint on this 
organization and on the San Antonio River Watershed will 
undoubtedly be long lasting. Her influence ensured the 
success of the San Antonio River Improvements Project. 
She was very proud of the transformation the Museum 
Reach and Mission Reach projects brought to the river. She 
initiated the efforts to begin the agency’s focus toward 
the Westside Creeks Restoration Projects. Her energy and 
tenacity was also behind the evolution of SARA’s parks 

program, protection of flows in the river and 
SARA’s growing influence in protecting the 
bays and estuaries. Sally also valued SARA’s 
science-based approach to decision making 
and advocated strongly for growth in our 
engineering and environmental science 
activities basin-wide. 

Sally led the SARA board in creating the San 
Antonio River Foundation and served as its 
first board chairman. She was also so proud 
of the role the restoration of the San Antonio 
River played in securing the World Heritage 
inscription for the San Antonio Missions. 
Sally always thought the connection 
between the natural resources of the river 

and the establishment and operation of the Spanish Colonial 
missions was overlooked, so for this fact to be recognized 
through the UNESCO designation gave her great satisfaction. 

I have thought often since Sally’s passing how SARA has been 
so fortunate that Sally was elected to the board in 1999. I am 
so very thankful that she continued to serve for 17 years and 
know we are far better as an organization because of it. 

By Suzanne Scott, General Manager

VIVA Sally!


