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Step 1 - Visit www.sara-tx.org

Step 2 - Select “NEWSLETTERS” from the left 
sidebar menu

Step 3 - Select the option to sign-up and fill 
out the form. Be sure to check the 
box that says “I already receive the 
printed version, but want to be more 
sustainable by switching to the email 
version only”
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To improve watershed health and safety, the San Antonio 

River Authority (SARA) has partnered with the Federal 

Emergency Management Agency (FEMA) to provide the local 

community with up-to-date flood hazard information and 

risk assessment tools . The program, known as “Risk MAP,” 

sets out to deliver high-quality flood risk data, increase 

awareness of these risks, promote community mitigation 

action plans, and reduce risk to lives and property . Risk MAP 

builds upon the established National Flood Insurance Program 

maps and combines other data sources to assist communities 

with an understanding of their comprehensive flood risks.

Risk MAP is an acronym for Risk Mapping, Assessment, and 

Planning . Through mapping, general public users will be 

better able to understand flood risks by visualizing flood 

depths, water surface elevations, and stream velocities . The 

user will also be able to interpolate the annual chance for 

flooding and visualize the percent chance of flooding on an 

annual basis, as well as a thirty-year period . In visualizing 

the flood prone areas and identified hazards, local, state and 

federal data will be used for the purpose of developing plans 

to mitigate the community’s flood risk.

The current Risk MAP study areas include the Upper San 

Antonio River, Medina River, Cibolo Creek and Lower San 

Antonio River Watersheds . Over the course of approximately 

five years, each watershed will be studied. The goal for 

SARA’s current fiscal year ending June 30, 2015, is to host an 

open house for the Upper San Antonio Watershed followed 

by a series of community meetings . Other goals include 

conducting a Medina Watershed discovery close-out meeting, 

followed by community review meetings and resiliency 

meetings . The overall goals of these community meetings is 

to receive input and create an increased understanding and 

value of the Risk MAP products to the community .

If you would like more information on Risk MAP, visit 

www.sara-tx.org, or call John Refolo, GIS Project 

Administrator at 210-302-3277 or toll free at 1-866-345-7272 .

By Rudy Farias

The San Antonio River Authority (SARA) is delighted 
to introduce Kayla Galvan, Internal Communications 
Coordinator, in SARA’s Human Resources (HR) 
Department. 

Kayla was born and raised in San Antonio 
until the age of 11 when her family moved to 
Laredo, Texas. In 2005, Kayla moved back to 
San Antonio to attend college at St. Mary’s 
University where she received a Bachelor 
of Arts degree. She majored in Speech 
Communications focusing on Public Relations 
with a minor in English Communications. 

As Internal Communications Coordinator, 
Kayla’s main focus is to improve internal 
communication methods which will keep 
employees abreast of SARA activities, 
both internally and externally. Kayla also 
recruits for open employment positions, produces the 
monthly internal newsletter, manages the intranet, trains 
employees on Microsoft Office, and is the coordinator of 
the SARA Employee Activity Committee. She is also the 
Program Liaison for HR, and assists with planning special 
events, such as monthly wellness events, retirement, 
or employee recognitions. Kayla says, “There is never a 

typical day for me. I have to be flexible and ready to help 
employees at any moment.”

Before working at SARA, Kayla worked as a Recruitment 
Manager for City Year San Antonio. After working there 

for only one year, she was promoted to 
Recruitment Director. She then went on to 
work at AVANCE, as the National Assistant 
Director of Development, and helped raise 
over $2 million dollars for early childhood 
education.

In Kayla’s spare time, she enjoys studying, 
working out, spending time with her 
boyfriend, family, and friends. She is 
currently pursuing her Master in Business 
Administration with a focus in Human 
Resources at Texas A&M San Antonio. She 
also enjoys volunteering, reading, going to 

concerts, and just relaxing, when she finds the time.

Kayla looks forward to a long tenure at SARA, using 
her experience and knowledge to help further the 
organization. Her co-workers inspire her to make their 
workplace a positive, encouraging, and continually 
learning environment. 

Thank you Kayla, for all that you do for our SARA team.

By Kim Garcia

SARA’s Goals - Measuring Up

Employee Highlight
3

Fall  2014River Reach



Don’t miss this great chance to celebrate the 

recreational opportunities along the San Antonio River! 

Join the San Antonio River Foundation and the San 

Antonio River Authority (SARA) on November 1, 2014 

for a great new event, River Relay. River Relay is a 

run/kayak event that will take place along the River 

between Mission Concepción and Padre Park. Paddlers 

will put in their kayaks upstream near the Mission and 

head downstream for an approximate 5K paddle to 

Padre Park where they will tag their partner for the 

run portion. Runners 

will head back up the 

trail to the finish line 

at Confluence Park, 

completing a 5K run. 

Afterwards, join friends 

and family at Confluence 

Park for a race party! 

A number of kayaks will 

be available on a first-

come-first-served basis 

for those who don’t have 

their own, courtesy of 

Texas Pack & Paddle. 

Registration in advance 

is required for River 

Relay, and is $100 per 

two-person team, or 

$75 for a solo kayak/

run participate. There 

is a separate, family-friendly 5K only component for 

the event that will start and finish at Confluence Park 

for those who may only want to run or walk. Cost for 

the 5K only activity if $45. All proceeds will benefit the 

San Antonio River Foundation’s fundraising efforts to 

further develop Confluence Park. For more information 

or to sign up contact April Carnahan at april.carnahan@

sariverfoundation.org, or check the Foundation website 

at www.sariverfoundation.org.

Hope to see you there!

By Celeste Derozier

New Events on the River

Sustainability
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The San Antonio River 
Authority’s (SARA) mission is to 
sustain and enrich life in the San 
Antonio River Watershed . Why 
do we place such an emphasis 
on sustainability? The answer 
lies in the long-term impacts 
that the river has on ecosystems 
throughout the basin and 
taxpayers within the watershed . 
Our goal is to protect and 

improve the watershed to promote a healthy environment, 
growing economy and renowned quality of life for our 
community at present and for generations to come . 

Data collected throughout the river basin shows that a large 
portion of the pollutants contaminating the river come from 
non-point sources. When water flows into a stream, it picks 
up pollutants along the way that could infringe upon riparian 
and aquatic habitats. Moreover, when the velocity of flows 
exceed natural levels, river banks could give way to erosion, 
threatening the natural habitat of species and endanger 

residences along the river . 

By developing long-term sustainable watershed solutions, 
SARA can protect ecosystems along the riparian basin . 
Before choosing areas to implement sustainable strategies, 
SARA organizes and analyzes data in order to prioritize 
potential projects and utilize best management practices 
(BMPs), weighing long-term costs with immediate costs . 
Sustainable land use methods like Low Impact Development 
(LID), Green Infrastructure (GI) and Natural Channel Design 
are BMPs that provide feasible options for capital and 
development projects that are economically as well as 
environmentally sound . 

Currently, SARA is working with the City of San Antonio and 
Bexar County to update the Unified Development Code, 
which will allow residents, businesses and developers to 
implement sustainable development techniques more 
efficiently. The more our community engages BMPs, the 
healthier the San Antonio River Basin will be, leading to a 
sustainable, economically conscious and overall enriched 
quality of life . 

By Michael W. Lackey, P.E., SARA Board Member, Bexar County District 3



The Museum Reach and Mission Reach segments of the San 

Antonio River Walk were highlighted in two economic impact 

studies that help reinforce the value of the San Antonio River 

Improvements Project . This 

resulted in the expansion 

of the world-renowned San 

Antonio River Walk to the 

north and south of downtown 

San Antonio . 

The first of these studies was 

commissioned by the San 

Antonio River Authority, the 

City of San Antonio and the 

Paseo del Rio Association, 

and was conducted by Steven 

Nivin, Ph .D . The study of the 

impact of the San Antonio 

River Walk was released in 

April 2014 . Resident and non-

resident visitors to the River 

Walk were surveyed on six 

different occasions over a year-long period spanning from 

2012 to 2013 . The results of the conservative analysis showed 

that the River Walk attracted about 9 .3 million non-resident 

visitors and 2 .2 million local residents . All of this visitation 

supports about 31,000 jobs and generates an annual 

economic impact of $3 .1 billion . 

The second study was released in 2013 by Bexar County 

to show the potential economic impact of having the San 

Antonio Missions designated as a World Heritage Site by 

the United Nations Educational, Scientific and Cultural 

Organization (UNESCO) . Data for this study was gathered 

from various sources that included Bexar County, City of 

San Antonio, the University 

of Texas at San Antonio, 

National Park Service, San 

Antonio Convention and 

Visitors Bureau, and Chambers 

of Commerce, among others . 

The study based its estimates 

of economic growth potential 

using the experience of other 

comparable World Heritage 

Sites . The analysis concludes 

that the designation could 

bring between $44 million 

and $105 million in additional 

economic activity; more 

than 1,000 new jobs; and up 

to $2 .2 million in additional 

hotel-tax revenue over the 

course of ten years, with the 

greater return resulting with 

increased international promotion of San Antonio as a World 

Heritage destination . 

In a 2013 article published by the San Antonio Express-News, 

Bexar County Judge Nelson Wolff accredited the Mission 

Reach project as an asset that will help the efforts of 

obtaining the World Heritage Site designation . 

To view the River Walk Impact Study, please visit SARA’s 

website at www.sara-tx.org . More information about the San 

Antonio Missions Community Quest for World Heritage Status 

can be found at www.missionsofsanantonio.org .

By Yviand Serbones
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Economic Impact Studies Reinforce Value of 
San Antonio River Walk Expansion



During May 24-25, 2013, San Antonio experienced record-

breaking rains that caused extensive flooding throughout 

the area . Emergency response teams rescued 235 

stranded motorists and homeowners when the water rose 

unexpectedly and quickly . A few motorists even lost their 

lives while attempting to cross roads at low water crossings . 

These significant rain events 

are not uncommon in the San 

Antonio River Watershed . 

In order to better protect 

citizens, emergency services 

need access to real time 

updates to efficiently 

respond during flood events. 

Consequently, the San 

Antonio River Authority 

(SARA) recently invested 

in FloodWorks, a flood 

alert system to accelerate 

warnings of flood conditions. 

With investment in this advanced warning system, SARA 

is partnering with the San Antonio Emergency Operations 

Center (EOC) to improve the response capability during flash 

floods. 

SARA’s implementation of FloodWorks is the first of this 

software system in the United States and among only a 

few worldwide . The system downloads and stores rainfall 

radar data from the National Weather Service every five 

to six minutes . FloodWorks then ingests data from rain 

gauges, water level gauges, and the rainfall radar and runs 

hydrological and hydraulic models to provide water surface 

levels, flows, velocities and floodplain mapping in near-real 

time . The system has the capability to run the models at 

15 minute intervals or less frequently, depending on the 

expected severity of the storm . Comparably, the National 

Weather Service River Forecast models analyze rainfall data 

and forecast water flow in intervals of six hours. FloodWorks 

also allows the user to run “what if” scenarios by adding 

forecast rainfall to predict major peaks during hazardous 

rain events . FloodWorks output is transmitted to the EOC via 

a user-friendly, interactive website . 

The San Antonio Office of Emergency Management (OEM) 

continually prepares to 

respond to emergencies 

or disasters impacting our 

community . Through the 

operation of the EOC, the OEM 

is responsible for operations 

and resource deployment 

during disasters . Frustration 

easily arises for EOC teams 

when encountering blocked 

roadways due to low water 

crossings . Determining a 

new pathway or route at 

such crucial times is not merely just an inconvenience, but 

can change the outcome of an emergency . The goal of the 

FloodWorks implementation is to ultimately increase the 

efficiency of deploying emergency resources during flood 

events .

During flash floods, it is essential to access accurate, real 

time data to provide an assessment of conditions on ground 

for response personnel. The flexibility to monitor radar data 

every six hours during periods of low concern, and every 

15 minutes during high concern will allow for increased 

response times for the EOC . Real time inundation mapping 

provides data to determine necessary road closures and 

evacuation limits . Each warning location provides the 

EOC with details to inform their crucial decisions: San 

Antonio Fire Department Dispatch, Swift Water Rescue and/

or San Antonio Police Department/Bexar County Sheriff 

evacuations .

By Bridget Hinze

Real Time Flood Forecasting
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The goal of the FloodWorks implementation is to 
ultimately increase the efficiency of deploying 

emergency resources during flood events.
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Salado Creek in 2011 . After the successful implementation, 

the SARA Board of Directors approved the purchase of 

FloodWorks software for all of Bexar County in the Fiscal 

Year 2013 budget . Purchasing the FloodWorks software 

allowed SARA to build upon past 

investments in floodplain mapping and 

other risk-related products, including 

a previous $14 million investment in 

developing the Digital Flood Insurance 

Rate Maps (DFIRMs), which are among 

the most detailed floodplain maps in 

the nation . The EOC will provide the 

funds for costs associated with software 

maintenance . 

The system monitors over 183 creek/

river miles and over 120 key low 

water crossings in Bexar County 

that historically are known to flood. These points cover 

the San Antonio River (50 locations), the Leon Creek (30 

locations), the Medina River (20 locations) and Cibolo Creek 

(20 locations) . SARA targeted Bexar County locations to 

implement FloodWorks due to the abrupt flash floods that 

are known to occur . Within Bexar County, heavy rainfall 

can cause rapid rising of creeks and rivers within a matter 

of hours . The southern basin counties 

in the San Antonio River Basin have an 

extended amount of notice time due 

to the longer travel time of the flood 

waters . Therefore, the FloodWorks 

system would not be practical for the 

emergency response teams in Wilson, 

Karnes and Goliad County . 

With the responsibility to protect the 

lives during unpredictable disasters, 

the EOC needs situational awareness 

to improve the response time and 

efficiency of emergency response crews. 

SARA is proud to deliver an innovative, ground-breaking 

software to be a decision support system to enable the 

emergency services .
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The San Antonio River Authority (SARA) recently held a Soil 

and Water Conservation Workshop in Falls City for County 

Soil and Water Conservation District (SWCD) directors from 

the Alamo, Wilson, Karnes and Goliad districts . During the 

workshop, the local 

SWCD directors were 

able to hear from United 

States Geological Service 

and SARA staff about 

oil and gas activities 

and water quality and 

modeling data throughout 

the entire San Antonio 

River Basin . Presenters 

focused on growing 

trends and developments 

in each of the respective 

districts . 

In support of best 

practices that keep the river safe, healthy and enjoyable, 

SARA recently announced it will be awarding the four 

districts $100,000 in community assistance funds to be 

distributed to landowners throughout the entire river 

basin . Annually, community assistance funds are set aside 

to assist communities through partnerships and alliances 

with counties, cities, and other agencies . The goal of this 

particular effort is to provide funding to landowners through 

cost-share programs that contribute to the health and 

protection of the San Antonio River Watershed . SARA also 

offers staff expertise and resources throughout the basin to 

assist with this mission .

As a follow-up to the workshop, SARA attended SWCD board 

meetings to hear feedback from SWCD members on how the 

program and funds would be best implemented . Land owners 

throughout the four districts who submitted applications 

no earlier than July 1, 2014 will be eligible to apply for 

the cost share funds . 

Applications submitted 

before July 1 will not 

be considered . Funds 

will be split evenly 

amongst the districts, 

and all unused funds 

will be collected and 

redistributed based on a 

first applied, first served 

basis .

Water quality and 

conservation throughout 

the San Antonio River 

Basin is important to 

SARA and its constituency . As stewards of the San Antonio 

River, SARA is committed to the preservation and protection 

of the watershed by assisting in maintaining clean and 

healthy water in our rivers, while encouraging others to do 

the same . By caring for the watershed now, SARA is able 

to safeguard the health of rivers and streams for future 

generations to enjoy . The use of community assistance funds 

will further SARA’s mission to sustain and enrich life in the 

San Antonio River Watershed . 

To learn more about SARA’s community assistance funds, 

please contact Brian Mast, SARA’s Intergovernmental 

Relations Specialist, at bmast@sara-tx.org or 210-302-3287 .

By Olivia Chriss

SARA Hosts Soil and Conservation Workshop

By caring for the watershed now, SARA is able to safeguard the health of 
rivers and streams for future generations to enjoy.
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For the past four years, I 
have served on the Board of 
Directors for the San Antonio 
Bay Partnership (SABP), in 
addition to my role as a board 
member for the San Antonio 
River Authority (SARA) . SABP is 
a regional, non-profit planning 
and management program for 
the San Antonio Bay/Guadalupe 
Estuary . Eighty stakeholder 

organizations, including SARA, came together in 2010 to 
create SABP to improve the recreational uses of the bay and 
to maintain a sound ecological environment . This includes 
efforts to improve water quality, freshwater inflows, 
wetlands protection and restoration . Since the inception of 
SABP, SARA has proudly partnered in funding programs and 
studies undertaken by the organization . 

SABP is expanding programs in habitat conservation efforts, 
educational opportunities, and public outreach . One of the 
innovative programs underway is the Water for Wildlife 

Program . Under this program, SABP is working to provide 
additional fresh water for whooping cranes during droughts . 
To lessen the mileage flown by whooping cranes in times 
of drought, SABP and the Aransas National Wildlife Refuge 
are converting four inoperable windmill wells to operable, 
submersible solar-powered well pumps . This conversion is 
creating a new water supply for the endangered species . 
SABP will continue this effort through a planned future study 
that will identify priorities for additional solar-powered 
water wells to supply fresh water needed for the migrating 
whooping cranes . 

To learn more about SABP, and for SA Bay recreational 
opportunities, join us for the San Antonio Bay Day on 
Saturday, October 11, 2014 in Seadrift, Texas . The San 
Antonio River Authority is one of the event sponsors, 
which will have the Texas floating classroom, kid’s fishing 
tournament, kayaking instruction and demonstration, birding 
on a private ranch, educational exhibits, and free lunch! For 
additional information on SABP, please visit 
www.sabaypartnership.org.

By Terry E. Baiamonte, SARA Board Member, Goliad County

On a very early morning, just as the first light of day 
begins to envelop the San Antonio River, one might note 
the birds beginning to chime in, runners and cyclists 
getting exercise in before their work 
day, and the ducks beginning the 
daily foraging routine. If you are 
lucky, you might observe a streak 
of grey, quick moving and low to 
the earth, dart across the path and 
disappear into the thick foliage. You 
might ponder to yourself, “Was that 
a cat?” You realize it could not be a 
cat with its sleek, bullet-like running 
movement and large grizzled-grey 
bushy tail. “Was that a dog?” Just then, out of the 
corner of your eye you see this animal climb vertically 
up a large pecan tree and arrive at a limb 15 feet above 
you. “Dogs don’t climb trees,” you murmur to yourself, 
only to realize that you are looking at a gray fox. 

The gray fox (Urocyon cinereoargenteus), sometimes 
known as the tree fox, is as secretive as it is beautiful, 
and it is often mistaken for a large, odd-looking cat. 

Its ability to climb trees makes it completely unique 
among other canines in North America. In fact, it can 
jump from limb to limb to forage for berries, seeds, 

squirrels, and birds, adding variety 
to its omnivorous diet and allowing it 
to escape coyotes and domestic dogs. 
The adult gray fox is about 12 pounds 
and has a coat color that can be 
described as salt and pepper upper 
parts with reddish-white belly and 
legs, with pointy, erect ears and a 
furry, plump, long, black-tipped tail. 

What endears many people to the 
gray fox is that it is monogamous. Indeed, the male gray 
fox will work feverishly to catch prey for the female 
while she dens and nurses with the young, called kits. 
While gray fox are found from Canada to southern 
Mexico, San Antonio is lucky that some choose to raise 
their little gray fox families here. The improvements of 
the San Antonio River are not just felt by the citizens of 
San Antonio, but by the urban wildlife, like the gray fox, 
as well.

By Carrie Merson

South Texas Natives
Gray Fox • Urocyon cinereoargenteus



It is not just heavy rainfall that carries pollutants to our 
waterways . In fact, smaller showers can create just enough 
precipitation to carry high concentrations of “first flush” 
pollutants into our waterways . But, the 
news isn’t all bad . The San Antonio River 
Authority (SARA) has created a step-by-
step guide and short video series showing 
residents how to build a rain garden . 

A rain garden is a shallow, bowl-shaped 
landscape feature designed specifically to 
capture first flush pollutants. The garden 
slows down the runoff, soaking it in for 
irrigation, and then it filters out harmful 
pollutants before they reach our creeks, 
rivers and streams . These pollutants, 
which cannot be traced back to a single source, are called 
non-point source pollution . What’s that? It’s the oils, 
pesticides, lawn chemicals, pet waste or other pollutants 
coming off roofs, land and other impervious cover, such as 
driveways . These pollutants can harm our waterways and 
wildlife, and they can increase bacteria levels in the river 

to the point where the river does not meet the primary 

contact recreation standard . In other words, non-point 

source pollution can put limits on river recreation activities 

that are presumed to involve a significant 

risk of ingestion of water (e .g ., wading by 

children or swimming) .

A rain garden project, like any garden, 

will require upkeep, but it should need 

very little additional maintenance . In fact, 

SARA staff created a rain garden at SARA’s 

Environmental Center office, just north of 

downtown San Antonio . It’s much larger 

than a residential rain garden, capturing 

runoff from a section of our approximately 9000 square foot 

building . If protecting the San Antonio River isn’t enough of 

a reason, a rain garden can also be a beautiful feature in 

your yard that attracts birds and butterflies and adds value 

to your property . Visit www.sara-tx.org for rain garden 

instructions, videos, and more .

By Darlene Dorsey

Rain Gardens
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The San Antonio River Authority (SARA) invests in 
expanding the scientific information available in order to 
advance collective knowledge and understanding of the 
functions of the interconnected ecosystems within the 
San Antonio River Basin, including the bay and estuary 
into which the San Antonio and Guadalupe rivers drain. 
SARA has been involved in studies of San Antonio Bay 
for more than 15 years working cooperatively with 
the University of Texas, Center for Research in Water 
Resources on a study program called the Estuarine 
Responses Project (ERP). The project’s objective is to 
develop models and other analytical tools to estimate 
ecosystem changes in response to variations in external 
conditions as they apply in the San Antonio Bay area.

Several studies have addressed the objectives of the ERP 
which are to: 

1. Document changes in inflows to the bay system over 
time; quantify variations in inflow from drought to 
flood; determine trends in inflow; and identify past 
inflow “events.” 

2. Examine salinity intrusion/extrusion events to quantify 
response characteristics of San Antonio Bay.

3. Determine the time history of Cedar Bayou over the 
period of record for which biological and water-quality 
data are available; the dimensions of the inlet to the 
extent possible; and estimate the siltation rate for the 
inlet.

4. Employ the digital record of the Texas Parks and 
Wildlife Department (TPWD) Coastal Fisheries data to 
response of abundance of crabs to inflow events.

The outcomes of those studies have resulted in reports 
that describe the nature and variations of freshwater 
inflow into San Antonio Bay; a timeline of Cedar Bayou, 
which is an intermittent pass connecting San Antonio Bay 
to the Gulf of Mexico; characterization of the ecological 
attributes of blue crabs along the Texas Gulf Coast, 
with particular emphasis on San Antonio Bay; and the 
development of a database management software to 
efficiently extract data from the TPWD Coastal Fisheries 
Database.

This information is invaluable for the study, and more 
importantly, for the understanding and protection of San 
Antonio Bay as a unique ecological resource of the San 
Antonio River Basin. 

By Steve Raabe

Estuarine Responses Project
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River Flicks- Movies in the Park
Friday, October 3 
6:00 p .m . – 8:30 p .m . 
Jackson Nature Park- 9284 CR 401, Stockdale, Texas

Sit outside under the stars and enjoy a free screening of the 
movie “Cloudy with a Chance of Meatballs .” 

Lucky Duck Race & Concert
Saturday, October 4, 2014  
12:00 p .m . – 2:00 p .m . 
The Tobin Center for Performing Arts near the Museum Reach 

Join us for a fun-filled afternoon of food, live music, and lots 
of ducks! Adopt a duck and support the San Antonio Food 
Bank . Visit www.safoodbank.org/luckyduck to adopt online .

Planets in the Park
Saturday, October 11 
7:00 p .m . – 9:00 p .m . 
Helton Nature Park- 15662 FM 775, Floresville, Texas

Join the San Antonio Astronomical Association and SARA 
for a look into galaxies far, far away . Learn how to identify 
constellations and planets! 

Karnes County Household Hazardous Waste Collection
Saturday, October 11 
8:00 a .m . – 12:00 p .m . 
1480 CR 345, Kenedy, TX 

23rd Annual Missions Tour de Goliad Bike Ride
Saturday, October 18 
6:00 a .m . – End times vary per route 
450 S . Market Street, Goliad, Texas

This bike ride offers the unique charm and challenges of the 
South Texas countryside . 

Pre- and Post-events: SARA will host a FREE pre-event movie 
screening on Friday night and a post-event gathering with 
lunch and music on Saturday at Branch River Park in Goliad for 
participants . 

Wilson County Household Hazardous Waste Collection
Saturday, October 25 
8:00 a .m . – 12 p .m . 
511 7th St ., Sutherland Springs, TX (at the Pct . 3 yard)

Geology Hike 
Saturday, October 25 
9:00 a .m . – 12:00 p .m . 
Jackson Nature Park- 9248 CR 401, Stockdale, Texas

Explore the geologic history of Jackson Nature Park on a 
walk through time . Learn about the types of rocks found at 
Jackson, the uniqueness of their composition, and how to 
identify minerals . 

River Flicks: Movies in the Park
Saturday, October 25 
6:00 p .m . – 10:00 p .m . 
Helton Nature Park

Sit outside under the stars with family and friends and enjoy a 
free screening of the movie “Frankenweenie” – Just in time for 
Halloween . 

San Antonio River Foundation’s Inaugural River Relay

Saturday, November 1 

9:00 a .m . – 11:00 a .m . 

Confluence Park

Teams will compete in a relay that involves kayaking and 

running along the Mission Reach with a post-event reception 

to follow. A 5K run/walk is also available. Proceeds benefit the 

San Antonio River Foundation .

Canoe Trail Goliad Fall Flotilla

Saturday, November 1 

Put in from 9:00 a .m . – 11:00 a .m . 

HWY 59 bridge, west of downtown Goliad

Enjoy a 6 .5 mile paddle down the scenic San Antonio River 

back to Goliad State Park . 

Pecan Day

Saturday, November 8 

10:00 a .m . – 2:00 p .m . 

Helton Nature Park

Enjoy fall festival-type activities such as pecan sack races, 

children’s story time, square dance lessons, and pecan 

tree harvesting demonstrations . Pick your own pecans for 

Thanksgiving pies! Food and music for the whole family . 

Archery

Saturday, November 15 

9:00 a .m . – 12:00 p .m . 

Helton Nature Park – Special Use Area

SARA and the Lone Star Archery Project will host an 

introduction to archery at Helton Nature Park . Learn the 

thrilling sport of archery, techniques used, and safety 

measures . All instruction and equipment provided . This 

program is geared toward ages 7-adult . 

Snakes! In a Park

Saturday, November 22 

9:00 a .m . – 11:00 a .m . 

Jackson Nature Park

Get an up close look at the snakes of South Central Texas! 

Join SARA and the South Texas Herpetology Association for an 

educational program on the types of snakes found in Texas!

Fifth Annual Museum Reach River of Lights Kickoff

Saturday, December 6 

6:00 p .m . – 8:00 p .m . 

Museum Reach Segment of San Antonio River Walk

Celebrate the annual River of Lights with live music by local 

musicians on barges traveling along the Museum Reach to 

entertain the community while enjoying the light displays .
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The San Antonio River has a proven track record 

of producing economic return for the region, and 

investment in its continued improvement and protection 

will continue to realize economic returns in the future. 

The immediate economic benefit of the San Antonio 

River is most readily seen in the tourism 

industry and the contribution of the world 

famous River Walk in making San Antonio a 

top visitor destination. As reported on page 

5, the recent Museum Reach and Mission 

Reach expansions led the San Antonio 

Convention and Visitors Bureau and the San 

Antonio River Authority (SARA) to refresh 

studies regarding the economic impact of the 

River Walk. 

In addition to adding to the growth in visitation to 

the River Walk, SARA was also interested in the 

economic return of the Museum Reach project north 

of downtown San Antonio since its completion in 2009. 

Data gathered by Steven Nivin, Ph.D shows that the 

initial capital investment of $72 million is generating an 
annual economic impact today of $139 million from new 
business operations. Over the past five years, private 
investment of $253 million has established 50 new 
businesses and 1,260 new housing units.

Although the recent economic returns from 
the river are important, we cannot forget 
that the river has served the regional 
economy for generations. The river is a 
valued natural resource that supports the 
operation of farms and ranches, as well as 
other business operations, and its flow feeds 
the ecosystem of the bay and estuary which 
is vital to sustaining coastal commercial 
and recreational uses. As stewards of this 
resource, SARA is focused on sustaining 

this economic life blood by protecting the quality and 
quantity of water, preserving its cultural value and 
ensuring its environmental health because it is through 
these actions that the river can continue to realize its 
greatest potential. 

By Suzanne Scott, General Manager

Realizing a Return on Investment

100 E . Guenther St . 
P .O . Box 839980 
San Antonio, TX 78283-9980
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