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By Karen Bishop
The San Antonio River Authority’s (SARA) 2010/11 fiscal year 
ended on June 30 . Over the past year, we have reported on our 
strategic planning process, mission, values and key actions and 
accountabilities (KAA) .
We reported that every SARA employee became engaged in the 
agency’s strategic planning process by developing individually 
tailored KAAs supporting the agency’s vision and goals . At the 
program and department level, additional KAAs were developed 
and tracked throughout the year .
We pledged 
• to engage in networks that drive decisions affecting the 

environment; 
• to develop tangible project opportunities or improved 

processes; 
• to expand public and private partnerships; 
• to increase operational efficiencies and to write and develop 

grants, contracts and investments that generate revenue; 
• to expand community access to the rivers and creeks; 
• to promote awareness and understanding of the watershed; 
• to grow employee expertise and build individual dedication to 

SARA’s vision and values; and 
• to identify and mitigate threats to the watershed.
How well did we do?
Statistically, we accomplished 97 percent of the departmental

and programmatic KAAs, with 71 percent of those completed 
during the quarter in which they were targeted for completion .
Among SARA’s accomplishments benefitting the San Antonio 
River Basin are the following:
• Beginning and significantly advancing the Wilson County 

Watershed Master Plan (see page 6)
• Substantial Inflow and Infiltration (I&I) and collections 

improvements on SARA’s utilities systems .
• Further developed the technical capabilities of the Natural 

Channel Design (NCD) program and completed the Salatrillo 
Creek restoration project on the campus of Judson High 
School .

• Created the first-of-its-kind flood alert system, including 
telemetry, for the mid-Salado Creek watershed .

• Developed a leadership role in Low Impact Development (LID) 
in Bexar County .

• Obtained state approval on SARA’s dam safety program.
• Established operations and maintenance (O&M) standards on 

the San Antonio River Improvements Project.
We look forward to serving the San Antonio River Basin and 
its citizens in the year ahead . A whole new set of agency and 
individual staff KAAs have been established for the 2011/12 
fiscal year, and we are well on our way to completing new 
accomplishments this year . We will remain accountable to you in 
all that we do .

SARA’s Goals - Measuring Up

By Kim Garcia

The San Antonio River Authority (SARA) is proud to 
introduce Robert “Bob” Perez, Project Management 
Specialist, in the Engineering Department. 
Bob began his career with SARA in 2003, 
as Project Administrator for the Lower 
Guadalupe Water Supply Project. In 2008, 
he took on his current position of Project 
Manager. His projects include the Mission 
Reach Project, Venue Tax Project, Lake 
Elmendorf Dredging Project, Medina River 
Holistic Watershed Master Plan Project and 
he is Program Leader for the Capital Project 
Implementation Program. Other projects 
that Bob has managed were the Martinez II 
Administrative Building and the Martinez II Access Road 
projects. He also serves as Sustainability Representative 
and Safety Representative for his department. 

As Project Manager, Bob assists those working on the 
various project he oversees to help the project move 
toward completion on time and on budget. As Program 
Leader for the Capital Project Implementation Program, 
he develops and improves the Project Manager’s internal

processes, provides quarterly updates to senior 
management and conducts quarterly meetings with 

other SARA Project Managers. He frequently 
investigates Capital Improvement Project 
opportunities that are in line with SARA’s Key 
Actions & Accountabilities and Key Initiatives 
Vision. 

Bob has obtained his Bachelor of Science 
degree from Texas A&M University and his 
Master of Business Administration from Our 
Lady of the Lake University. He has lived in 
San Antonio all his life and married his high 
school sweetheart, Yolanda. They have been 
married for 31 years and have two wonderful 

daughters. Lauren, their oldest, graduated from Texas 
A&M University in 2010 and is currently in her 2nd year 
in graduate school at Baylor University. Their younger 
daughter, Carolyn, is a senior at Incarnate Word High 
School, is Student Council President, on the National 
Honor Society, plays soccer and runs cross country track. 

In his spare time, Bob loves spending quality time with 
his family, woodworking, welding and working on his 
1968 Camaro.

Employee Highlight
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The two Bexar County At Large seats on 
the San Antonio River Authority Board of 
Directors are up for election this November. 
Early voting begins October 24 and Election 
Day is November 8. To learn more about 
elections in Bexar County, please visit 
elections.bexar.org.



By Jose G. Fernandez

The San Antonio River Authority (SARA) is making progress 

to becoming a reviewer for Letters of Map Revision (LOMR) 

for its four county jurisdiction. SARA staff will complete 

steps that will position the Federal Emergency Management 

Agency (FEMA) to authorize SARA for status as a LOMR 

Delegate . SARA completed the submission of our process 

plan, quality assurance plan and outreach plan to FEMA at 

the end of September . Once FEMA approves the plan, SARA 

will join only four other Cooperating Technical Partners in 

the United States that have been delegated this authority .

FEMA’s consideration of SARA was made possible by our 

local commitment and work during the flood map revisions 

that became effective in the Fall of 2010 . In addition, SARA 

has strong collaborations in Bexar County through the Bexar 

Regional Watershed Management (BRWM) partnership and 

with our long-standing cooperation in our Lower Basin 

communities in Wilson, Karnes and Goliad Counties .

SARA is working to complete a Memorandum of 

Understanding (MOU) with all local floodplain administrators 

within its jurisdiction. All local floodplain administrators

(cities and counties) will maintain their current local role of 
participating in the National Flood Insurance Program (NFIP)
by adopting minimum floodplain ordinances. SARA’s role will 
be to assume the FEMA reviewer role, which will allow for 
more access to review staff, and most importantly, allow for 
continued capability to protect the large investment made 
to update the flood maps in 2010. “This effort will enhance 
our ability to keep maps current and models available for 
our community officials, private landowners and proposed 
development,” said Russell Persyn, Manager of SARA’s 
Watershed Management Department. Current flood maps 
allow for local officials and property owners to assess their 
risk of flooding and make decisions based on that risk.

The most significant change will require future LOMR 
submissions to be sent to SARA as opposed to FEMA . SARA is 
anticipating review of cases to begin in the Spring of 2012 .

As we progress to 2012, SARA will be upgrading its model 
delivery system to include notification of proposed changes, 
so that coordination between projects and the engineering 
community can occur on a timely basis . In addition, SARA 
will continue to provide technical resources and support to 
our local communities .

By Laura Waldrum

As we have mentioned in prior editions of the River 

Reach, there are many ways that citizens can protect 

our creeks and streams from the harmful effects of 

stormwater runoff. The tips we share in our newsletter 

focus on things that can be done around the house 

or after a residence or business has already been 

constructed. However, there are a variety of methods 

collectively known as Low Impact Development (LID) 

that can be incorporated into the initial design and 

planning of a residential or commercial structure that 

have a tremendous impact on the quality and quantity of 

stormwater running off a property.

LID is a way of developing property which seeks to mimic 

the pre-development hydrology of a site. This helps 

maintain the natural downstream and instream flow 

conditions of a watershed. LID also helps reduce bacteria 

produced by stormwater runoff by filtration with 

techniques such as rain gardens, permeable pavement 

and bioswales among other methods.

The advantages of incorporating LID concepts in a 

development include reduced long-term maintenance 

costs; reduced erosion of drainage channels and 

waterways; improved aesthetics; and greater quality of 

life for people. LID concepts contribute to the overall 

sustainability of communities as expressed by the 

triple bottom line concept. Triple bottom line seeks 

to minimize economic cost, maximize environmental 

benefit and improve quality of life.

The San Antonio River Authority (SARA) will be hosting a 

workshop on October 28 at Pearl Studio in San Antonio 

aimed at informing the development and engineering 

community of the benefits of utilizing LID in their 

development projects. Speakers will include Randall 

Arendt, a nationally known expert in LID, and Perry 

Bigelow, president of Bigelow Homes, a company that 

has utilized sustainable design techniques in projects in 

Central Texas. For more information on this program, 

visit www.sara-tx.org.

The San Antonio River Authority 
(SARA) has recently entered 
into two interesting surface 
water monitoring studies with 
the United States Geologic 
Survey (USGS) . One will study 
the rate of occurrence and 
concentrations of hormones, 
pharmaceuticals and other 
wastewater compounds 
(emerging contaminants) at 

13 different sites in the San Antonio River Basin . The 
other study focuses on the oil and gas exploration known 
as hydraulic fracturing (or more commonly known as 
“fracking”) to establish a baseline for the broad array of 
chemicals associated with the process . These two programs 
will help SARA develop research to understand how 
human behaviors regarding personal health care products, 
pharmaceuticals and petroleum consumption may or may 
not be impacting the San Antonio River Basin .

Emerging contaminants include human and veterinary 
drugs, detergents, disinfectants, hormones, cosmetics and 
general household chemicals . Recent investigations in the 
United States and Europe have found levels of emerging 
contaminants such as caffeine and acetaminophen (aspirin) 
in rivers, streams and water resources . SARA is interested 
in beginning to understand the number and concentrations 
of emerging contaminants currently found in the basin . 

SARA supports the economic benefits the Eagle Ford 
Shale exploration activity is bringing to our southern 
basin; however, SARA believes the rate of occurrence of 
the chemicals and compounds associated with hydraulic 
fracturing fluids requires research. The surface water 
and sediment data collected will develop a baseline for 
contaminant levels to determine if they are being found 
in higher concentrations within the basin over a period of 
time . 

These studies will help SARA protect the watershed and 
build institutional knowledge in two extremely complex 
surface water quality issues . SARA continues to strive to be 
leaders in watershed solutions .

Striving for Knowledge & Watershed Protection

SARA Progressing to Become FEMA Reviewer
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By Michael W. Lackey, P.E., SARA Board Member, Bexar County District 3

What is Low Impact Development?



Community Watershed Master Planning

Action Plan, which also identifies flood hazard mitigation 

strategies .

The WCWMP project will also explore non-structural flood 

mitigation strategies, such as floodplain preservation; 

voluntary property acquisitions; floodplain management 

ordinance modifications; text-messaging or siren warning 

systems; structure flood-proofing; and LWC warning 

systems . In the future, efforts will include water quality 

modeling along with best management practices and LID 

recommendations .

It is important to note that not all flooding problems 

can be “fixed” with capital improvement projects. Some 

large drainage areas produce extremely high flood flows 

that cannot be effectively managed with an affordable or 

practical flood control project. In such situations, resources 

should be invested in developing adequate warning systems 

and ensuring emergency access . SARA has developed an 

internet-based flood warning system for use by Wilson, 

Karnes and Goliad County community officials.

The Karnes and Goliad Master Plan will be developed 

in phases over the next two to three years . Multiple 

stakeholder meetings will be held in Karnes and Goliad 

Counties to develop partnerships and address priority 

issues. The first round of stakeholder meetings is 

anticipated for October . SARA will also provide information 

about the master plan on our website, www.sara-tx.org . 

SARA looks forward to developing tools that communities 

can use to ensure we maintain healthy watersheds .
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Have you ever worried about flooding conditions or rising 
water levels in the creek behind your home? Have you ever 
wondered about the water quality in our creeks and rivers? 
Do you sometimes think that as time passes, less riverine 
habitat is available for wildlife use 
and public enjoyment?

In order to address these issues, the 
San Antonio River Authority (SARA) 
recently initiated holistic watershed 
master planning projects for major 
watersheds in the San Antonio River 
Basin . Watershed master planning 
is an ongoing effort between 
SARA, local stakeholders and the 
public to address watershed issues 
such as flood control, stormwater 
management and water quality . This 
collaborative process helps ensure 
the sustainability of our creeks and 
rivers, along with their associated 
ecosystems .

In 2010, SARA contracted with 
Pape-Dawson Engineers to begin the 
Wilson County Watershed Master 
Plan (WCWMP) project. The WCWMP will develop individual 
Watershed Master Plan (WMP) reports for Wilson County 
and the cities of Floresville, La Vernia, Poth and Stockdale . 
The WMP reports will identify major flooding reaches in 
each community and propose capital improvement projects 
to improve public safety during large storm events . 
Examples of capital improvement projects include regional 
storm water detention facilities (RSWF), natural water way 
conveyance (NWWC) projects and low-water crossing (LWC) 
improvements . 

RSWFs temporarily store large volumes of floodwater, 
reducing adverse flooding impacts downstream of those 
facilities. NWWC projects include selective clearing, 
deepening or widening of creeks or channels in order to 
reduce flooding damages to adjacent structures. Natural 
Channel Design (NCD) techniques will be suggested where 
feasible . LWC improvements include culvert or bridge 
upgrades or replacements to ensure crossings are not over-
topped by floodwaters. 

These types of flood control projects can reduce the 
number of homes flooded and ensure emergency access 
during significant storm events. The WMP reports will 
also consider the possibility of public amenities as part 

of capital improvement projects. 
Examples include hike and 
bike trails adjacent to NWWC 
improvements or sports fields within 
RSWFs .

To ensure WMP reports are relevant 
to each community, community 
officials provided input on 
community needs and guidance on 
acceptable projects during several 
project meetings. Those meetings 
provided valuable information that 
was documented and included in the 
WMP reports . 

SARA is also working with URS 
Corporation to develop a watershed 
master plan for Karnes and 
Goliad Counties . The master plan 
will focus on flooding, stream 
restoration, stream mitigation 

banking, geographic information system mapping, low 
impact development (LID), conservation easements, nature-
based park planning and water quality . SARA would like to 
develop dynamic master plans that have long-term effects 
and provide multiple alternatives to implement projects in 
phases . 

To assist with project prioritization and funding efforts, 
planning-level cost estimates and benefit-to-cost ratios 
will be developed for each proposed project. Wilson, 
Karnes and Goliad County communities can pursue Federal 
Emergency Management Agency (FEMA) Flood Mitigation 
Assistance grants through the Texas Water Development 
Board to fund potential projects. The WMP reports will help 
demonstrate community due-diligence in identification of 
flood hazard mitigation strategies.

The WMP reports also supplement the Alamo Area Council 
of Governments’ Regional Hazard Mitigation

By Rafael Arias Jr., PE, CFM & Melissa Bryant, PE



Ribbons of Steel Reflect Aquatic Life

Even though Goliad County lies 

at the lower end of the San 

Antonio River Basin, it does not 

lie at the lower end of SARA’s 

list of priorities for enhancing 

and enriching life in the basin . 

On September 10, SARA opened 

the Branch River Park, the first 

park to be exclusively owned and 

operated by SARA . If you have 

not had a chance to make it to this new park, it is something 

that should not be missed .  

The park is the perfect connection between the historic 

charm of downtown Goliad and the natural beauty of the 

area . Two blocks from downtown, the park is a perfect place 

to enjoy an afternoon after shopping or dining downtown. 

The historic carriage house on the property adds a beautiful 

backdrop to the park setting and reminds visitors of the many 

historically significant aspects of Goliad County.

The Branch River Park is situated near a river access point of 

another outdoor recreation opportunity that SARA is proud 

to own and operate in Goliad: the Goliad Paddling Trail . The 

paddling trail provides a unique opportunity to explore the 

San Antonio River by canoe or kayak . The trail begins at an 

access point off Highway 59, and contains two other access 

points: one near the Branch River Park off Fannin Street, and 

another at Goliad State Park .

The Branch River Park and the Goliad Paddling trail are two 

highly visible ways that SARA is working to enrich life in 

Goliad County . However, there are many other ways that 

SARA is providing service to residents in the County . From 

helping provide clean, safe drinking water to the residents of 

the community of La Bahia, to helping property owners along 

the river remove logjams through SARA’s debris removal 

program, the agency is making a positive impact on Goliad . 

SARA’s Commitment to Goliad County
By Terry E. Baiamonte, SARA Board Member, Goliad County

By Steven Schauer

When the San Antonio River Improvements Project (SARIP) 
is completed, there will be over 15 miles of continuous 
trail along the river through the center of the city from 
Brackenridge Park to Mission Espada. All hike and bike 
trail users should be prepared, safe and courteous and 
observe posted hours for trail use. Proper hike and bike 
trail etiquette will help ensure that everyone safely 
enjoys the hike and bike trails, so please practice the 
following behaviors.

Pedestrians:

• Stay to your right on the trail, leaving room for others 
to pass you on your left

• Be aware of your surroundings; if listening to music, 
keep the volume low enough to hear external voices 
and sounds

• If there are small children in your group, make sure 
they stay by your side and safe from other traffic on the 
trail

• Keep your pets on short leashes; leashes going across 
the trail can be hazardous to others, and please pick up 
after your pets

• Come prepared to enjoy the trail by wearing 
proper shoes and by bringing water and 
sunscreen

Bicyclists:

• Always wear a helmet

• Pass on the left; let all 
others on the trail know 
you are approaching by 
calling out “Rider(s) on your 
left,” and thank them 
after passing

• Be aware of your surroundings; slow 
down when sight lines are poor and when 
approaching pedestrians

• Ride at a casual speed; streets are more appropriate for 
higher speeds

• Come prepared to enjoy the trail by making sure your 
equipment is in proper working order and by bringing 
water, sunscreen and an extra tube with tools

To view a map of available SARIP trails and the complete 
list of hike and bike trail and paddling trail etiquette tips, 
please visit www.sara-tx.org. 
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You may have noticed the 
new flowing, sinuous forms 
on the Camden Street Bridge 
in the Museum Reach. “River 
Movement,” by San Antonio 
metal sculptor George 
Schroeder, is inspired by the 
fluid and tangled balcony 

balustrades of Spanish architect Antoni Guadí, as well 
as by the movement of plants, animals, water and light 
along the San Antonio River.

Schroeder, whose works can also be seen at the 
Botanical Garden and the Cadena-Reeves Justice 
Center, laser-cut and then manually twisted, hammered 
and shaped thousands of strips of steel as an abstract 
interpretation of the forms of aquatic plants, moving 
water and dappled, reflecting light that can be 
experienced along the San Antonio River.

Visually, the railings seem to float on top of the bridge 
with a sense of buoyancy, yet each panel weighs in 

at about 300 pounds, totaling a staggering five tons. 
Though Schroeder has completed a number of large 
scale projects across the state, this is his largest forged 
steel sculpture to date.

The San Antonio River Foundation commissioned 
Schroeder for the project in 2009, but the city bridge 
itself needed some upgrades before the forged steel 
panels could be put into place. Fans of Schroeder’s work 
will be happy to know that a second, similar railing 
enhancement is scheduled to be installed nearby on 
Newell Street later this fall.

When completed, the two railing projects will help tie 
the street level and river level experience together, 
bookending and complimenting Carlos Cortez’s faux 
bois “Grotto” and street side “Palapa” as well as Donald 
Lipski’s dangling “F.I.S.H.“ under I-35.

To find out more about the public art works along the 
San Antonio River, and to see how you can make a 
difference, visit www.sariverfoundation.org.

By Karen Kimbell, San Antonio River Foundation

Photo courtesy of the San Antonio River Foundation



By Maura Dudley

Take a walk on Phase I of the Mission Reach near 
Roosevelt Park, and you might observe a bird that is 
distinctive both in its look and its call. As their name 
suggests, mature male red-winged 
blackbirds are shiny black with a 
patch of bright red and yellow on 
each shoulder, called an epaulet. But 
look closely, because males can hide 
their epaulets under black feathers 
and lose their distinctive look. 
Females and immature males, much 
more reserved in appearance, have a 
streaky, dark brown coloration with a 
paler chest and eyebrow, suggestive 
of a large sparrow. 

Red-winged blackbirds are most 
often observed in tall vegetation 
associated with a variety of water 
bodies, particularly during the 
breeding season. Males perch conspicuously atop the 
plants, where they call freely and survey their territory. 
Females conceal themselves closer to the ground, where 
they use the more robust vegetation to support

their platform-like nests, constructed from fibrous plant 
material, mud and dried grass. The pointed, conical 
beaks of both genders enable them to prod the ground 

around aquatic plants in search of 
insects, their preferred summer 
food source. During the winter 
months, red-winged blackbirds can 
aggregate in large flocks, often 
with other bird species. These 
flocks travel to fields and grasslands 
to feed on many different grains 
and seeds, including ragweed and 
sunflower. 

Red-winged blackbirds are well-
known for the fluidity of their 
breeding relationships. Males 
aggressively defend territories that 
may support multiple breeding 
females, and females do not 

necessarily mate with the male in whose territory they 
nest. This species is abundant and widely distributed 
across most of North America, and consequently is not of 
conservational concern at this time.

South Texas Natives
Red-Winged Blackbird • Agelaius phoeniceus
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Branch River Park Grand Opening
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Darrell T . Brownlow, Ph .D ., was 
appointed on July 19, 2011 to 
represent Wilson County on the 
San Antonio River Authority’s 
(SARA) Board of Directors 
(Board) by Governor Rick Perry . 
Dr . Brownlow replaces Mr . 
A.D. “Al” Kollodziej, Jr., who 
resigned from the Board in June, 
after 13 years of distinguished 
service . Dr . Brownlow’s 
appointment will allow him to 
serve until November 2012 . On 

November 6, 2012, a general election will be held to elect 
a representative to serve out the remainder of Kollodziej’s 
term, which will expire in November 2013 . 

Dr . Brownlow is a member on the South Central Texas 
Regional Water Planning Group, and he has also served as an 
appointee to the Evergreen Underground Water Conservation 
District . He is currently a Principal in Carrizo Consulting, 
LP and Intercoastal Inland Services, LLC . Prior to this, he 
was Vice President and Chief Geologist for Cemex USA, 
responsible for Resource Management of Aggregate and 
Cement operations across the United States . Dr . Brownlow 

has authored and coauthored several technical articles and 
publications on subjects ranging from carbon dioxide capture 
and sequestration in the cement industry to availability of 
Carrizo Aquifer water for Eagle Ford Shale development .

“I appreciate Governor Perry’s consideration of me for 
this appointment, and I look forward to working with 
and learning from my fellow Board Members and SARA’s 
great staff . I am also grateful for the contributions that Al 
Kollodziej brought to SARA on Wilson County’s behalf, and I 
promise to work just as hard.” 

A twelve-member Board governs SARA . The Board consists 
of two At-Large members from each of Wilson, Karnes and 
Goliad counties, plus two At-Large members for Bexar County 
and one member for each of four SARA Districts in Bexar 
County . All Board terms are for a period of six years, and 
there are no term limits . SARA’s Board is relatively unique 
among Texas river authorities in that all Board positions are 
elected except in the case of vacancy prior to term end, 
in which case the Governor appoints a replacement . Dr . 
Brownlow earned his Bachelor of Science (1987), Master of 
Science (1989) and Doctorate of Philosophy (Ph .D .) (1992) 
in Geology from Texas Tech University in Lubbock, Texas . 
He is a landowner and cattle rancher in Wilson and La Salle 
Counties and resides in Floresville, Texas .

Brownlow Joins Board of Directors
By Steven Schauer

The San Antonio River Authority (SARA) celebrated the grand 
opening of the Branch River Park on September 10, 2011 . 
Approximately 225 guests attended the celebration marking 
the official opening of the park, which is the first park to be 
exclusively owned and operated by 
SARA . Mrs . Elizabeth Branch, a long-
time friend of the Goliad community, 
donated the 4 .2-acre property in 
historic downtown Goliad to SARA 
in 2009 . The property features a 
carriage house that was built in the 
19th century, a small pecan orchard 
and other native trees and shrubs . 

SARA board chairman Gaylon Oehlke 
and Goliad County representative 
Terry Baiamonte (pictured above, 
right) began the ceremony with 
opening comments . Afterwards, 
Mrs . Branch and the SARA directors 
ceremonially tossed out Frisbees to 
mark the opening of the park and the 
first disc golf course in Goliad. Disc 
golf is a fun, inexpensive recreational 
activity popular throughout the 
United States and around the world .

Guests were then treated to barbecue served on souvenir 
Frisbees as they listened to the live bluegrass music from 
Robertson County Line .

The grand opening of the park ends the first phase of a 
multi-phase development. This first phase includes a trail 
system, benches, picnic tables, a park pavilion, an enclosed 
portable restroom and a nine-hole disc golf course . 

The Branch River Park adds to the 
already robust outdoor recreation 
opportunities in Goliad . The Angel 
of Goliad Hike and Bike Trail is just 
steps away from the park, and there 
is a river access site for the Goliad 
Paddling Trail adjacent to the park as 
well . This makes the park a perfect 
place for paddlers to take a break on 
their trip downstream to Goliad State 
Park .

A master plan for the park was 
developed through public input 
during a series of three public 
meetings, with special considerations 
placed on the natural and historical 
features of the property . The master 
plan includes amenities that SARA 
hopes will be developed in coming 
years . These amenities include an 
amphitheater, the restoration of the 

historic carriage house and improved 
restroom facilities .

By Laura Waldrum
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By Suzanne Scott, General Manager

The Guadalupe, San Antonio, Mission and Aransas Rivers 
and Mission, Copano, Aransas and San Antonio Bays Basin 
and Bay Area Stakeholders Committee (GSA BBASC) has 
submitted its environmental flow standards 
and strategies recommendations to the state 
as required by Senate Bill 3 (SB3). The GSA 
BBASC was to balance the environmental 
flow regime designed to protect the ecology 
of the rivers and bays/estuaries previously 
submitted to the state by the Guadalupe – 
San Antonio Basin and Bay Expert Science 
Team (GSA BBEST) with water supply needs 
across stakeholder groups.

The GSA BBASC strived to create 
environmental flow recommendations 
that protect our rivers, bays and estuaries and also 
allow for future surface water supply projects to 
meet the region’s growing water needs. The Texas 
Commission on Environmental Quality (TCEQ) will 
consider the BBASC recommendations along with the 
BBEST recommendations to develop new rules for 
environmental flows for the Guadalupe and San Antonio 
River basins. The report is available for review at 
www.tceq.texas.gov/permitting/water_rights/eflows 

There will be ten Texas Constitutional Amendment 
Propositions that will appear on the November ballot; 
two of which are of particular interest to SARA. 

Proposition 2 provides “for the issuance 
of additional general obligation bonds by 
the Texas Water Development Board in an 
amount not to exceed $6 billion at any time 
outstanding.” Proposition 8 provides “for 
the appraisal for ad valorem tax purposes 
of open-space land devoted to water-
stewardship purposes on the basis of its 
productive capacity.” The SARA Board of 
Directors recently took action supporting 
these two Texas Constitutional Amendment 
Propositions. More information on these 

propositions can be found at elections.bexar.org/PDF/
amend82.pdf 

Election Day is Tuesday, November 8, 2011 with early 
voting beginning October 24. In Bexar County, SARA has 
an election for two at-large positions on the Board of 
Directors. A list of candidates and polling locations can 
be found by contacting the Bexar County Elections Office 
at 210-335-VOTE (8683) or www.elections.bexar.org. 

Environmental Flows & Constitutional Amendments


